















cable AimBEss:—B ritain, Monrovia* 


ts - 



BRITISH LEGATION, 


MONROVIA, LIBERIA, 
WEST AFRICA. 


Death of mr. A. X.. Edwards 


Points on which information is desired. 

.a. 'jfhat witnesses were called and what evidence given as to 
deceased's mental condition? 

. b. Evidence a3 to motive for suicide ? 

.c* Evidence as to manslaughter or murder ? 

.d. Evidence as to habits evening walks - tidyness etc. 

.e. Evidence in support of Dorctor's suggestions and conclusions ? 

.f. Evidence as to cuts, bruises etd. and explanation a 3 to lack 
of on head, legs, chest etc. 

.g. Evidence as to"burnt" rim of bullet wound and discrepancy in 
measurements. 

•h. Revolver. Evidence as to non-finding of and as to Mr. Edwards 
personal revolver. 

.i. Bullet. Evidence as to finding; in whose charge subsequently; 
possibility of substitution and discrepancy in measurements ? 

.j. Evidence of personal boy ? 

.k. Evidence as to personal keys,office and safe keys ? 

*1. Clothing. Evidence as to lack of and as to whereabouts of miss 
clothing. 

•m. Bed. Evidence as to having been slept in that night. 




Clothing found on bed. 

Clothing usually on bed. 

Explanation as to difference that night or morning 






25th. September 1926* 




S.D. 91 

-^6-183 lote^ ok —t* Gray 1 © letter of 17th. September 1926 


Diary* Hon. Hey 3rd. w Various keys were 
foundj but none were taken to be the 
business keys. One envelope of keys 
were found, but in the hurry they were 
taken by me and ay wife to be some 
old house keys* They turned out to 
be the safe and office keys. 

Tues* Hay 4th* *All key© were 
given to me and I put them in a 
1-arge envelope together. * 


tfhat keys were 
found on the 
first occasion ? 

Yfcat was done with them? 

What was the envelope like? 
iVhat keys were found on 
the second occasion ? 

Who gave them to hr. 

IJerris tc/put in the 
large envelope ? 

Tues* lay 4th. "The business books 
were in the room.* 

Where nad Hr* Edwards 
spent tne Sunday 
morning "busy entering 
up his cash book to 
nd of April.* ? 

®en & by whom were 
the business books 
brought to the room? 

Tuea* Hay 4th* “In course of time 
doctor reported finding a bullet in 
the head which was larger than those 
found in Edwards room** 1 

What did doctor say 
when he found the bullet? 

Who compared the bullet with 
those found in the room & 
confirmed the statement 
that the bullet in the head 
was larger than those found 
in Edwards room ? 

Request production of bullet 
found in head and the four 
cartridges found in the 
drawer in the room » 


Tubs. Hay 4th* “Jury then searched 

the whole house, . , to find a 

pistol of larger calibre *...* . ■* 


Hho instructed the Jury 
to make this search *to 
find a pistol of larger 
calibre*..* ? 

Evidence as to search and 
as to result thereof ? 















&5th. September 1926 



B* 91 
-26-183 

The Kays* 

Baring the first search* 
*ho was present ? 

T »]fiiQ found the keys? 
ihere were tney found? 

How were tney placed ? 


ifhy were the keys in the 
envelope “taken to be some 
old house keys 1 * ? 


During second search. 

Who was present ? 

who conducted the search ? 

Who found the keys and gave 
then: to Hbrris ? 

-ere the keys examined to 
see if there were any blood stains ? 

Request that all keys found be 
produced and examined for blood stains* 


Way did the doctor “before making the 
examination insist on going into Edwaceds 
room tc see if we could find a pistol* 11 ? 


Vno found the two cartridges at this time ? 
Exactly where were they found ? 
jhat was done with them ? 

How did it happen that tue other two were 
not found at this time ? 


There seems some difference of opinion 
as to the bullet wound and the course of 
the bullet* 

Doctor's answers to Interrogatory should 
clear this up* 
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?c.C/U/i8o 


HHITISH LBGATICi;, 
:c:JU7IA, 113KEIA. 


C1X 


9th September 1926 


Sir 


Further t .y oG cf the 26th ultimo with regard to the 
death of the late r A *L.Edvards I have the hen cur to 
re pert that I have had a long talk wi th the Sc creta y 
of State about this tatter* 


£, he i 3 elec very anxious to have the affair th jr- 
ougnly investigate! and vas grateful for my assistance 
,,i ashe for a list of questions which could he put to 
the doctor and als« for those those that I had sent to 
be put te hr Kerris* 


3 , I enclose e copy of the Interrogatory fur the 
doctor* 


4, I aid that the points on which 1 should like 
further information in particular were the followings-* 
(a) Ah&t witnesses were called and what evidence 
jiven as to mental condition* 


oo 

£c, 

(d) 


Evidence 
_iv ^ nee 
Evidence 


as 

as 

au 


(e) S' 


ana 


//ice lice 
conclusions* 
(f] Evidence 


in 


to motive f r suicide* 

to ossicle manslaughter or murder. 

to habits - evening valks - tidynes , 

etc* 

support of Doctor's su^-estions 


as 


as 


t. cuts, bruiees f etc-, and eocj lane,tion 
tc i- ch of the:, ou head, cheat, legs, etc. 

(p) hvider.ee as to "burntri. cf bullet wound, end 
discre vuivcy in measurements, 

(hj Revolver* Evidence as to non-finding of and a 3 
to hr Edvards f personal revolver, 

(ij mullet, Evidence as to finding; in whose charge 
subsequently; t ussibilty as to substitution and discrep¬ 
ancy i [-aurev.en t a. 

j) Evidence of personal bey, 

k) Evidence as is personal keys. Office and Safe key3 
i; Clothing* Evidence as to lack of and as to where- 

ah ruts of mi 5 sin- cl 0 thine- 


5, hr Barclay, Secretary .f State, vas very indignant 
at r Karris 1 statement that the Inquest was held "in 
camera”* as reverted in paragraph £1 af i.y Fo*86, He 
assurea me that on the contrary The Coroner haa experienced 
the greatest difficulty - obliging hr Karris to attend 
and ^ive evidence* 


;is had fifty's Principal 
Secretary of State 
For Foreign Affaire, 

_ tC*,&tC#f v -j C , , 


6. I have now received the following reply from Hr 
A.J,Barrow, Supervising Agent uf the Cavail& River Trading 
0c,, who as can be see*, as constantly with Kr Edwards 
since the autumn of 1924:- 

"I . .et hr Edvards first at Cape 1*1. is cbout the 1 
latter part -f 1924 when he relieved the former 
kgent of ooedin, r St mars* i i.et hr Edwards 
. _ m j times du r i 1 ; j th a erdi n c- ry c o u r so of bn si n oss 
on the tennis-court and socially. We several 

tours of inspection together in the course af 
business snu fhr two three months bef re his 

do atb/ 


FOHEIGI 


OFFICE, 







J. *+*_* 9 1^ 

aafr-ss-ias 


«CCTOY.IA» LIBERIA 



C X 


eptenber 1926 


tour .xqeilency, 

art her to tty 0*68 of the 28th of July s.nd ihb-* 
sequent oonversationu ultn re urd to the doeth of 1? 
Albert Leonard i:D ARDS at >.;&pe faunas 1 have the honour 
to et*y that Mr Aray* Acting irovincial Agent for Mcser* 
)iri^t« 69 diii A Co. Ltd. now at Capo .almas has forwarded 
to me u copy of the ^iary kept by r .b.horris dealing 
with this matter from the Slid to the 8 th of ay last* 

2. r Cray resumes the facta r*n follows 

*Mr Awards wso found der.d on bndnv L-y after a 

nifht of unusual rain one >jtor * e ^eft no letter 

of any kind* Hie business key* wire found In an envelope 
la a driver» his oe ., iiad mot oeon slept in f and hie room 
tttte perfectly tidy* The body when found was at ripped 
# cept for a pair of torn trousers and a belt* The ehlrt 
he was veering on the tajjday even ng f hie allrpera and 
the revolver with iddfh he was shot hpve cot been found* 
He oesnis to hav^ worn sldt© apoku usually an e, *ever£^i 
v re found in hia dirty linen, nothin can bo suld on 
that point, i.nc pocket of h: r trousers w< o tirncw inside 
out * and the oouy van market* by uashes V 

-jr eiiaeidenburgsr at first &j>ld that the bullet found 
In Mr rewards' head was f*06 and much larger than thoes 
found j : It ;<taarda* room, he e rter wrjrda change, this 
opinion and said thy bullet *as a 6,36, r seller m 
that time was positive that Edwards* pistol y.&a not 
6.36. Tour live cartridge* here found ir ards T room* 
out f -u-ve jeer, uu&^is to find out the calibre;' 

3. T o fo-L owing are extracts from r orris* 

Diary; 

Sunday ay ind . very thing ac uriial. ;; x .dfrartis 

sneering up hie cash book to end of A, ril. I offered 
to assist in trying to discover some t t, rovious 

iooiitii, but he preferred getting straight f jr month first* 
it> r ta^sley of lfer’a ve chatted at Eildday 
u.id had j-uth together at ft p.m. 1 wsm fiesta* 

y.bcut Ojf p.m* went to epci k tt> 4 tuts and found e 
JuA cone out for hie usual walk with others. 

xx ~orris i>nd sal el one till about 9 p.au when 
]r ^Awards not having yet returnee, we ordered dinner* 
unarue arrive, soon after, Rtologlsdd irr re in late* 
eocpla nlcig the., did not rtert out until thim usual, n 
return they cellsi at C*K«Li after ..dvaras sained hone 
with r . alrieley. 

-d artls had good uiuar and t.as in usual good 
humour. 

General small conversatio? , talking about home etc* 
8tc* rnd occasional remark on buslnos© matters, ave Mr 
d arc!o come r or inatructio* a for tlie j£iorniric end at 
rbout 11 o ’clock by he loeirl time we bid him good night 


st th| 
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at tlifl dixiX&u raam duar ss u«iut*l*• is btt* r©ot sdjoi^o 
d nine ycifliii 

'.lie* Jfciy 4th.* ~nrly ciiis i-ornius ti* ooruner and Jury 
urriveo (about a fc.,ti*;. out I crteit uoratencai’l* t:.e oohdit- 
tar.B o»in« ujsfuiliu*;. -Ui-ii-o this tins *ts* of Jury Q<s&rche» 
fdtania' room tlv-.r3U,jhly. La Art er There w im 3 curt- 
ritfa' 1 * 4 vs*S brought to light when the uiswr won ont'tied 
out* /Xi &oyv warn ^ivon «o *io *»<a I yut in t ^wi 1 * 

c-i eloyo together, TIis business bco.hs uere In the room* 
in cohere ui tin* d.etor reported :' nc..\: o bullet in the 
bend. wlieVwse Xms*T tfc*,n thos- found in Avr-xus' roin, 
jtry t no Btarcr. A the «uole bias*. inelucUns eti ry wife's 
s;foots vul rainsto find t. pie oi of turner oaltbre tiaui 
f:.t cartridges in ^AssxAs* ro. a < * t.iey c;;. lai.iQ... r.itrol 
fra house shout 10#3c n.a. 





0. it socles c.xtreopt Itucry that, after mvin.- jr®nt 
i4sy yonting getting the April books ond as Aunts 
•tr tight end spending ths let* afternoon and evening ns 
ur el with, r erroS ef tbs ruvall* ir=r Conpeny tend 
i ? x idcait/ of . trKi Mtr I Go*# lunching mid 

41nipf with r .nd 're Vorris ns uaunl. ha o’ujulU htivo 
out of the House w *#r 11 p-u* ettc).i:in/ os—e eery 
nom recteort* The business hoolu? wc-rs in tn* room. 








t ; * c 


b* l*r states that tL# sight cf Jkid/3*d &£ * ay 
i l j arit cf nost uiiUiitU* wuaj li nil. -t te iwyort* 

ant; to Vtio* st rHai t Lis it bcgi-fl tg St orr* and rain. This 
WvUltt e4ilain t ie sppsiowio* of tbs as UiOu^- it Ias4*- 
U».n In ths Tt ter. 

>r Bhiiow tells i^e tint the-S were & nuw or of 
.sicfass strewn on ths reek ..here the body vnA lbund, vhich 
Would, seem to nhov/ t: it the 1 ody oou-lA not hsee boon 
wsnbsd up ait to £/i«> xoukm 




•■■ 1 


c pouAet ul tic trousers ers said *u hr.ve bstwi 
tiaiiCi a nius cut. ao tie bodj- robbed nftsr deuth or did 
i * ivrsuia -jx r-Ui u'.ns ....a •.:». 4 *se-« * .a -xa ..i uacro t :> ot* 

t!.iB 5COJ • or ether *j ticltsv 













B, t nuiild eeen dCtX tht.t i r > tiler v-ua well 
accu&lnte it . ix Ibwnids' revolver iui: t;*v #at only ho 
b!it the rnmbers of t'm Jury jxenent oer. confinr ths 
stetwsnt vist t e hullut found in **h■ bond uld not 
oorrss^atui With thosn found in the room or with the oullbro 
uf r /.(tMerds* revolver* 

* J —J ■>, 

o. There is else nnothax r -int tiuit hue bsur is* lsd 
to ny stteiition «nd that la that r I l««rds had reoeivsd 
o gunshot wound during the nr in hie right hi—; rnd timt 
he could n*t over, hold s pen to write in the ordinary 
nwmer. This nskoe the theory of oulcide even woro diffioul 
to believe ii an is etr.tsd ft tre.uk "S Cie bullet In 
fro.', neax t'na osntrc of the forehead to tha right side 

of the 
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cf the Let<U 





it* . G jili l>o &ltul to rr in due course tlic results 
of the inrestigrotion boiug msde end to assist In uqr my 
in which I properly can* 

. %J*#i *?. ...'A' 




I Mr all juytrtli oi toe opportunity to oortroy to 
Your xoeilo:jc tho eenurarct of my highest consideration 

« r.d iep*r*tc5v. 

* n ► 


a >ave kh* honour to bo 


Tour ?>:uaiX<*i2cy f u 
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28th* August 1926* 


c 


Interview with Hr* Bar cl ay* Hills also present, 
A. L. EDWARDS* 


Suggested that it would be well to clear up 
following points. 

What witnesses called as to Cental condition. 

What evidence as to motive for suicide 

Vh&t evidence aa to possible manslaughter or murder. 

Habits “ evening walks » disposal of clothing in room. 

Evidence in support of Doctor’s suggestions as to cuts & 
bruises being inflicted affcfcr death - due to sharp rocks. 


Explanation - no cuts^marhs,bruises on head, chest or legs. 

Yet trousers were torn. 

REVOLVER* Can a dead man throw away ? 

Evidence as to Edwards personal revolver 


Bullet. Evidence as to Finding 

Charge of 

Possibility of Substitution 
Where is now ? 

Discrepancy in measurementa 

Bullet Wound. Evidence as to "burnt 11 rim & discrepancy of measurements* 

Last/seen alive ? By whom ? At what hour ? 


Evidenee 


of Personal boy 


KEYS. Personal 

Office & Safe 

Clothing* Evidence aa to lack of 

" 11 rt whereabouts of missing clothing* 


Lr* Barclay was very indignant at Hr* Horria 1 suggestion 
that the inquest was held "in camera" 

Suggested that Hr. Horris 1 statements to -negation, to 
the President and himself were conflicting* Hr. Ilorris gave 
them the impression that he was forced to believe that Edwards 
f had killed himself* 

Jave Hr. Barclay suggested Interrogatory for the Doctor 
and xaggnkEJt outline interrogatory for Mr* Harris* 

*^r. Barclay stated that they did not s^em to have received 
any sketch with the copy of the Doctor s report forwarded 
in the Department ® s 714/D of 2Qth* July 1926* 






















to WcnrD ‘ilasptah K*. 
§ iag to 



Coroner T s Office 
Her per, 1 'ay 11, 26 


csnriFi cats c? heath. 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I, JOILI W, HCIABD, 

Coroner in and for the County of ' aryland, and 
Republic of Liberia, have viewed the body of 
Albert Leonard Edwards, found then and there 
lying dead, and that have held an inquest 
upon said body, and that the verdic: of the 
Jurors, in substance, is, that he earns to 
his death by shooting himself with an auto¬ 
matic pistol when in a deranged state of 
mind. 

- am© of deceased..* .Albert Leonard Ad- ards 

A^ e. **».•. . * * * yr s * £. o s * £ days ■ 

Nativity......* • British born Subject. 

Complex!on.....Fresh Face Thin. 

v*ccupa t-ion. * *........... .Agent ,v* D • 1 oocIn c Co .Ltd., 

Cape Fainas, Liberia. 

Parried or Single...***,.Unmarried. 

1'lace of Death, harper, Care Palmas, Liberia, 


Vi .A. 


late of Death 


I/ay find, 19ZG 


(Signed) JGHS ... HQV/AftD 


corci je rcR tbs c; jrt of :ju?' lai.3>, r,l. 












COPY 


deceived I &.v £tth, 1925 

HEPUBilC 07 LIBERIA, 

YARYLAIID CCUHTY, 

nniuisixicj or suxcxuh. 


incuisition taken for the people of the Republic: of 
Liberia, at the City of Harper in the County of Izxy- 
land, on the 5rd, 4th. bth» 7th, 5th, IQth.llth * days 
of ~ ay in tie' yb ar O r our Lord Lineteen Hundred. Twenty 
si;, ; 7 John 'WSov-BX&t Coroner of the County of liaryland 
upon the oaths of William C* Cummings, Senior; Harold 
Frelirichs, Senior; John Herbert Smith; lindley K. 
Hiller; John C. Hass; John A* Frazier; Samuel Jack¬ 
's or ; Hlliam F* Relainey; JaiT.es D. Hardy; Jeremiah B* 
Scott; Samuel Johnson; Jacob I‘. Pearson; Francis G. 
Thorne; Thomas A. Howard; Joseph Baker, good and law¬ 
ful men of the said County, who, being duly sworn, 
according to lav-, to inquire on the part of uho people 
of Republic of Liberia, "into all the circumstances 
attending the death of said late A#*u*^dwards, m-d ly 
MhoJTz the sane was produced, and in what manner uid 
when and where the said A*L*Hdvvards cane to his death 
do say upon their oaths aforesaid, that the s&id A*L. 
Bdvards, on the night of the second of hay in the year 
of our Lord nineteen Hundred twentysix, at the City 
of Harder, in the County aforesaid, Then in a deranged 
state of mind shot himself with an automatic pistol, 
the bullet of the ca triage thereof, being extracted 
from the skull of a qualified practitioner and duly 
ten Jed, showed a weight in size of G;3&nm; exactly 
the size of the bullet from one of the cartridges 
found in the late A*L,Edward’s room, immediately after 
i. Dost mortem exam! -ation had been performed in the 
rremises* and, so the jurors aforesaid, say that the 
seid A.X,Edv#ardB, did when in a deranged state of 
mind, kill himself in manner and form aforesaid* 


In witness whereof the jurors afore¬ 
said have to this verdict set heir 
hands, on the 11th day of I lay in 
the year of cur Lord fineteen Hun¬ 
dred twentysix, being the date of 



this inquisition 

said* 

at the place afore- 

Sgd. 

//.C. Cummings 

Sgd. 

Stinuel WpJohn 

ri 

Janes 1. Hardy 

ii 

,/iHiar.« 7 * Delainey 

ii 

Harold Fredericks 

ii 

Semuel Johnson 

n 

J* Andrew Frazier 

n 

Thomas A. Hiward 

it 

John Herbert Smith 

n 

Jac ob If * Pe &r s on 

n 

Lindley R. ’.Tiller 

ii 

Francis 0* Thorne 

w Jeremiah L. Scott 

*■ John C* Glass 

Certified copy of the original* 

B*E - Has s aqu o i. ESI/JiT!GJl'TAL 

if 

CIRRI • 

Joseph S. 









No: of 


Undo sure : 

jlQfo to; 


in Monrovia«4eapatch 


Report u,on Post Hortem of late A,L,Edwards, ape I-ai: a:; 

On ::ay 4th 19£6 I examined the body of the late 
A*L.hdwaxds, A^ent of L'essrs : .BViToodin Cape Palmes. 

There were on the head several marks and bruises, all 
of i em only penetrating the akin and caused after death, 
excepth one round hole in the middle of the forehead that 
had gone through the skin and the skull. This hole had a 
diameter of 7mm and appeared as a hole caused by a bullet. 
The rim of it was burnt. I therefore made a lost Norton 
of the head said found that there ..as a channel from this 
hole on the forehead leading leading through and destroying 
part of the. Gyrus frontalis medianus of the brain, then 
the Gyrus fron. inferior, then the arterial- earotis interna 
the Sinus cavernosu©, the nervi opticl and the hypophysis 
Glandc and I found a b list on the dorsum aellae tnreic&e 
on the end of the channel. This was a brass pistol allot 
nickel-plated and lead filled of the caliber 6.35jdi a. 

This bullet had caused Immediate death as it • ad dest 
royed s 5 se utmost vital parts of the brain. It must have 
been fired from an angle of over 30 degrees above the 
horizontal line, it means that only a person much higher 
located than the late A.I.ldwards could have shot him 
(there were no signs of violence on his body, so it is 
allowed to assume that his body was- in errected position 
while the shot was fired' or what is snore probably a a the 
hole on the surface had a burnt rim (what proova that the 
bullet had been fired from a very close distance) that hr 
Edwards shot himself. 

There were no other signs either of disease or at-- 
normality on or in the skull, the body further on did not 
show anjr other signs either of disease or violence. A few 
arks. Ion, outs and bruises on the back were caused after 
death most probably by fall over sharp rocks* 

As being entrusted with the medical care of the white 
employees of He sere W.D.v.oodin, Cape Talmas, I may state 
here that for about the last past six weeks I had observed 
that the late A.L.Edv.-ardfi v/ls suffering from Neurasthenia* 
Any slight emotion that on a normal bra n would hardly have 
had any effect, may have induced him to commit suicide. 

On the 7th of Hay in t e presence of the Jury I 
weighed and examined again the bullet found in the head of 
the late A.L* Edwards. Caliber;6, 35, weight 3*14 ( j rearm, 
bullet; brass mantle, nickel-.lated, lead filled, in all 
exactly the same bullet us those extracted from the cart¬ 
ridges which were discovered by the Jurors in the room 
of the late A.L.Edwarda. 

I am therefore of the opinion that the late A*L* 
Edward a has committed suicide with Ms own pistol while 
of unsound mind:. 





Earner, Zu e Palmas, He public of Liberia 
Lajt 10 to 1926 i 


3k~tcL attached. 


(Signed) Dr med B. SCiLZSiaMB^GSR 
quad* mec.* fraet. 
















ENCLOSURE 210: 


Hi HOKROVIA mSPATCH IIC : 



1926 TO: 


COPT 

Received Lav £6t,h« 1926 

Entered K, E. 21. 


REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA, 
I'AHHAID COUNTY. 

DECLARATION 


DD IT HEHEI03ERED that I, the undersigned, do hereby 
certify that since the preparation and filing of ir.y 
medical report of the Post Ifflortem Examination of the 
late hr A.L, Edvards, which was performed at the re¬ 
quest of the County Attorney for It&ryland County, 
acting on the behalf of the Government of Liberia, 
and in c njunction of the wishes of the Coroner of 
Maryland County and liis Jury, now holding inquisit¬ 
ion over the death of the said A.L, Edwards deceased, 

I have in their presence weighed the bullet extracted 
from the Dorsum 3ellae Turcicae of the head of the 
late hr Edwards, and which undoubtedly entered by way 
of the forehead passing and destroying part of the 
Gyrus Frontalis Medimus of the brain, then the 
Gyrus Inferior, then the Arterior Caajotis Interna, 
the Sinus Carvarnosu®, the hervicrtici and the hypo¬ 
physis Glande» and compared the weight of one of the 
bullets extracted from a cartridge found in the room 
of the said A#L.Edwards deceased, end find them to 
le identical to wit: 6,35mm in size -- one being no 
larger than the other, and thereby confirming my 
professional opinion that the late Hr A* L-Edwards 
committed suicide by shooting himself vith his own 
pistol, while of unsound mind. 


fitness n:y hand the date and year 
above written* 

Dr* led H* Schneidenbergcr 


QUALIFIED : EDI GAL ERACTITXOSHll. 

3v orn and subscribed to be¬ 
fore me the undersigned Coroner 
for : aryland County, at the 
Coroner’s Jury Room, ir. the City 
of I arper County and Republic aforesaid. 







□f Harper County and Republic 
aforesaid, this seventh day 
of ::ay A.2). 19£Eh 


John *7« Howard 

CQROIJSK eh :;atoa:id cgukty r.l. 
Certified Copy of the original, 

H--j 'vl 

Departmental Clerh 4 
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Beceive _ Tit h 1 LL 


■terror, Care I&liiias, Lay 6th 1926 


The County Attorney, 
Maryland County, 
CAPE PALLAS* 


Sir: 

I have the honour to submit herewith my med¬ 
ical report of the Poet Lor tern of late A*L.Bdmrds, 
/.gent Hessrs v. D . V/oodin, Cape Palma g * 

Your obedient servant 
3gd. Dr Led. H* Schnei de fiber ger* 

Or. Lay 4th 1926 8:30 sum. I examined the body 
of the said A.L.Edwards* 

There vere on the head several i arks and bruises, 
all of them only penetrating the skin and caused after 
death, except one round hole in the middle of the fore- 
^ head that had gone through the skin and through the 

W skull* This hole had a diameter of 7,65mm, and appeared 

as a hole cl used by a bullet. The rim of the hole was 
slightly burnt. I therefore made e Post Lortern of the 
* head and found that there was a channel from this hole 

on the forehead passing and destroying part of the 
gyrus fronts,is medianus of the brain, then the gyrus 
inferior, then the Arteria caretis interna, the sinus 
cavernosue, the nervi optic! and the Hypophysis 
G-lande and I found a bullet on the dorsum sellae 
turcicae on the end of the channel. This ;&s a brass 
pistol bullet nickel plated of the caliber 7.6[ mm. 

This bullet has caused imediate death as it 
had destroyed some utmost vital parts of the brain* 

This bullet must have been fired from an angle of 
ca. 3C d grees above the horizontal line, it means 
that only a person much higher 1 cate a than the late 
A. L. Edwards could have shot him or what is more prob¬ 
ably as the hole on the surface had a burnt rim (what 
proofs that the bullet had been fired from a very 
close distance) that Lr Edwards shot himself* 

There were no other signs either of disease 
or abnormality en or in the skull, the body further 
on did not show any other signs either of disease or 
violence. A few narks, long cuts and bruises on the 
bad: y^ere caused after death, most probably by fall 
ove r sha r p ro ck s. 






As bein^ entrusted with the -dlcal care of 
the Yfl lite employees of Messrs W.JD. ,.oodin & zo* 
ltd. Cape Falm&e, I lm.v add here that for about 
the last past six weeks I have observed that the 
late A.I*.Adv/ards was suffering from neurasthenia* 

Any slid't emotion that on b normal brain v/ould 
not have had any deeper effect, may ' ave induced 
Mm to commit suicide. 

I an of the opinion that the late A*I».Edwards 
has committed suicide while of unsound mind* 

3gd* Dr. lied. E-Sclmeidenher, :er * 
qual, med. pract. 


Sketch attached. 

Certified copy of the 
original, 

(Signed' J3j;:es K. Itorris* 
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Sir, 

I have the honour to report that Wr. Albert J "eonard ED',7AHD3 f holder of F 0 passport 145366 
issued on the 25th. of May I92o was found dead on'-.the rocks at Cape Talmas,Liberia, in the forenoon 
of the 3rd- hay last. 

.£. An inquest was held, and the verdict given on the 11th* of Hay was "tnat he came to hie 
death by shooting himself with an automatic pistol when in a deranged state of mind"* 

*3. Fb* Edwards wa& a -far Pensioner and the death was reported to the Ministry of Pensions* 1 
enclose a copy of sy letter of the 27th. of July mntoafaig forwarding Death Certificate and other 
documents* 

.4. The follMtng facts which have come to my notice make it seam more than doubtful that flr* 
Edwards should have committed suicide. 

a. Differences in the Feat Mortem Heports given by the Doctor to the coroner. 

b* The angle at which the shot was fired. 

c. The position & condition in which the body was found. 

d. The personal statements by several Europeans who had known -r. Edwards well that he had 
never shewn suicidal tendencies, usx that he appeared entirely normal the last day and that there was 
no apparent reason why he should commit suicide* 

e. That he left no lette r "&* made!'other preparations* 

.5, Enclosed are copies of the two reports asm of Dr. Schneidenberger, who made the lost -lortea 
Examination* 

* 6 . It will be noticed that in the first report dated the 6th. of lay the lost Mortem Lxaminati® 
is stated to have taken place at 6,3u a,m* f while no hour is given in the second report of the ICth 
of May. 

*7* In the first the tiiametre of the hole is given ae 7.65 nun*, whereas in the second the diamatK 


Sketch of Place 

where body found 

J, of S.D. 68 

28 lh.July 1926 


questionnaire 



la said to be 7 m.m. - lt 

*8, In the first the bullet 14 was & brass pistol bullet nickel plated of the caliber 7*65m*m. 

In the^K*#- second the bullet "was a brass pistol bullet nickel plated & iead filled of the caliber 
6*35 m* m* 

.9. In the first the riii of the hole was"slightly burnt". In the second Jl the rim of it was 
burnt". 

10. The measurements in both reports are so minutely accurate that it is difficult to believe 
the doctor could have made an error in the first examination. 

11 . Ini he report dated the 10 th of llay there is the following additional paragraph - "On the 

7tn* of iiay in the presence of the Jury ,,.****.,**. .. late A. L. Edwards ", 

12. This should have appeared in the evidence and not in the report of an examination made t.ree 

days previously. 

13. The suggestion is that the first measurements were correct but finding that they did not 
compare with the weight and measurements/bf bullets found in Hr* Edwards 1 room the alteration was 
made in order to support the simple explication that H'* —awards had co:aaiitied suicide* 

14- I enclose also a sketch of the track of the bullet* The angle is such that ny suspicion 
was at once aroused. To have fired a revolver at himself at that angle,it would be reasonable to 
suppose that the body would have fallen backwards; had it fallen backwards aufffceieutJyhard to have 
his back cut ?.nd bruised, would not ml so the back of the head be cut and bruised ? 

15. %e doctor in both reports states that there were^no signs of violence. A few marks, long 
cuts and bruises on the back were caused after death most probably by fall over sharp rocks* M 

16 * An eyewitness tells me that the Judy was found lying on the stomaah on a rock in thu , csitkn 

indicated In the enclosed sketch, he adc® that the cuts were long parallel marks whicn appeared 
to have been made by a . hip or cane. Jfcr* l*'r’ /h:?A,'ll ¥ 5*.’ f 6o*t*jn_ 

17. Hr* and lira. R.D.Harris and two other Europeans who saw Edwards' daily'a re agreed that he 
shewed no signs of mental strain or aajt suicidal tendencies and appeared perfectly normal the day 
and evening before As death. 

18. The body was found by a girl from the Orphan Asylum* It had. no do thing except a pair of 
torn/trouserc umd belt. ^ native would not have d&rtiti touch a dead body or remove the clothing 
unless at the time of death and a party thereto* 

19. Tae rest of his clc tiling appears not to have been found and it it stated 11 that hi a room 
shewed that he had not been to bed that night. * 

20 . The European who has provided ms with the sketch of the place where the body was found 
is convinced that the **** parallel cuts were made by a whip or cahe and added that the feet did 
net show any cuts or bruises to indicate that he had walked bare foot from the house to the edge 
of the rocks, 

21 . The Inquest was held in camera. There ia seme difference of/opinion a to whether the 

revolver w_a found end -is to whether , revolver— ^osaioly that of hr, Edwards was produced at the 

Inquest but au^presaedyaiten. it was found that trie bullet too big * 

22. A revolver would hardly have been washed away even if it fell into the sea among the rock 3 . 

The more probable explanatioh/is that t ;e murderer or curler era Ud not knew if Zdrmrda ^aa sensed a 
revolver and in any case could not risk going into his room - as the ’iorris family tx lived in the 

a-me house - and either threw the revolver away or still have it; alternatively that acme one 
found a revolver near the place and kept it for hiss elf. 

23. I am enclosing a copy of my note to the Liberian Secretary of State of the 26 th* of July 
after the second medical report had corns into my hands* I have now asked that the doftor be inter¬ 
rogated and asked in particular to describe carefully all cuts, bruise9 and marks and to give ills 
reasons why he tifcomkht concluded they were made after death. Further that he be asked to describe 
exactly the burnt rim to try and learn how far the muzzle of the revolver was from the head when 
fired* 

24. 1 am tils'o asking for particulars -is to the enquiry into what became of the clothing, his 
private keys and those of the firm and whether any witnesses apart from the doctor were called to 
give evidence as to liis mental condition; and as to the finding and handling of the bullet and iix 
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jucjKJVut what has be cone of it* 

£5. I understand that Mr* Edwards had been obliged to forbid the house to Dr, Schneidanberger 
and a former clerk employed oy Messrs. Vr*D.ioodin » 

£6. The clerk, though an European, la stated to be now living in the native part of tne town* 

Dr* Helms 1 tie nberger is a german, who has served a prison sentence ia Monrovia for malpractices end 
is stated to have been expelled from more than one J erman Colony* 

27. Hr* R.D.Morris, Supervising Agent for Messrs. V*D*-il 0 din & Co.Ltd*, who lived in the aame 
house as Mr. Edwards while in Cape Talmas with Mrs. Horris ia now in England ana can ae found c/o 
Messrs. y*D»ffoodln & Co, Ltd., 4 ^'* < ** H^ A ^ 

Edwards had dinner with them' the evening before : uid left t>iea about 10* £G p*m. 

£8, I am enclosing a skeleton list of questions _uid should be glad if r/r* forria could be **^> «*■ * 
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could be asked to reply to thezk, % n order to guide uie in following up the enquiry 
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In respect t >f ilr JULtJSdwarda feund | 

e almas, iXe ublic of Liberia* , ; r'C, ■/r * > : 

■y • - ? 

v o ^ 

'.' 'A 

^ * 


--gG? 

frannim* 

Address? 


2* Bow ior*j nave yen been In tl-e 
employ of easrs t ,I)*ftedili b 

Ct • ? 


3, Statement of service in Liberia. 

— • .■■ -ii. -_ _ 



4, Haw leng have you known Ir 
Edwards? 


5* Statement no t* * r Ldyardu’ sc*vice 
f&r Leeere i*^**.ssdin £ we * 1 

6, rtatoh»nt as to periods in onroTia, 

capo and/or otner places i*h&t 

you ui4 : r Ldearto have worked 

together. 

7. Has be ever shewn lack of esntr-1 
balance or auicidel teneneieef 


8, DiiftfUw hath your bus Inc so and personal 
relationship during these periods with 
ST Jdvjardg, 


9 « jpeacrlbe and give sketch of ‘eoubc 
liV : ..,rU ;3 where you end r .th-ards 
live a in Jape iaizma. 

10*]>eacr*oc and give ske^oa if store ana 
offices »nd immediate grounds. 

11* ere there vny Irregularities in hie 

books or eterea sue' as te hrve osused 
bin 1 to oenr.it ouicidet 

1 k UM did usual J t ' V hi i metis:' 

13,*ith w: em did lie dine the evening oefore 
he was killed* 

14* Kae he perfectly nen el Corisig the 

evening or were matters cieeaeted which 
Slight have upset him sufficiently 
cause him to coixiit suicide? 

Describe fully any such conversations 
er happenings* 

IS,At what time Aid .you last oec him; 

where did you lust ooe him? 

(at was said at this tine? 

18, eliat direction did he ge on 
leaving ysu? 















































































i.9,V.as he In the habit of geittc for a veil: 
after dinner? 

B ’ *■ ,* 

20.^id ha .oarry a etiti or utow ?.ha:i ha 
went wa^Kins?..- 

£1* Describe vthkt kind of night it was* 

22*At what tiise were you told that he 
had disappeared? 

23, i.o told youvkepeut the words. 

24, M hat did you do or asy at thia tine? 

2: *Did you go to hie bedroom? 

What did ysu notice there? 

Uiq was wi th yew? , 
hat did you do ado e^y • 
hat instructions did you give? 

£6#vhet eearwh-paartiea aid you organ¬ 
ise? 

27,hid you go to Isa- for Mo yyurself? 
28$At what ti: u did yju utart • 

29# here did you get 


30 , here were you then told the body 

had been foundV 

SltWhc-r were t*)d the body hrd been 
found? 

32*Who told you? hat did he usy? 

1 hat did you say? 

33# hat did you do ^ 

34.Did yew proceed to the spot 

where ‘ he body lay < 

O,. ies? . t 2 iatti*i 4 id yov reafll 

thfc Spot . 

36 «Dcaor*he exactly the road or path 
from Ur ftwsrds 1 house to the spot, 

■ 

37 *Deecrlbe ctirefully the recks on 
which the body lay* 

38-1 ho was present when $m reached 

the body? 

39* h&t was said to you? 

40* hat did you say? 

41#Describe exactly how the body lay* 

4 b#How would It Mi;i4 to ha%e reach© 
that sjet. 

43*now fax was the body f- om High er 
Low water7 










( 3 ) 


• ? 

44. c^rlto exactly the out* 
bruises and wh&t cauadd tlietu 
in your opinion* Give rowans 
supporting- your cDnclUki^b, 

4b*De scribe the clothing r^und 
*n til* tody. Its wonditi^a 
Uid how t became tern wet 
and st&inei* 

46* i’ti the clothing the seuss a* 
he had worn during the pro- 
Tlswe evening at dinner with 
you and ro orria.^ 

If 6 'j, tv did you recognise it? 
if net, was h 0 utlaer olothin,; 
in hie roan? 

If net, vrrj Ms ether clothing 
found end identified l 

4?*Her de you aceaunt for the fact 
that he was net ful:.y cle 

4£.Explain your theory as to - hat 
happened to the ether cierhing 
£~id the theories of the uiitar 
pee recent. 

4 C. ho \ pf resent vhllz yen 
Ittepsotea the tody and 
s rrcmidin^sf uhat did th-y coy ? 

to* ..ha. sent for a Qatar; 

At rhet time? 

*0 vser-t :nd ia 1- 2 '-i ;e tc 1 d 

to tell the. doctir? 

51 * At what tine did thv doctor arrive 1 . 

8r,rere you still there? 

62, hat did you say to the doctor? 

54* 


1 


t ‘ a. the lector with hlia vh.en 
trrived? 


55. Deco t e Doctor usually carry a wtdj: 
^r cane? 

56, Did you remain while the doctor 

n,a e an elimination? 

67.:f * 0 ,Describe whet he did uid said, 
68* hat was then done with the body ? 

59. ho ^ave the instructions? 

hot did he say?, 

Ts vhor did he ; Ivc theca i.iatruotio 

50+ At what 0 ’cloak end sn wliat day 
waa a lest .' art an held? 

31* he e this I at li&rlmm held? 

3fi» he vis present? Describe wlmt 
they did or said* 
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f?** as ths er&i^jjtfhtion u ■ encrrl 
or a locul. s*d? 'tat ^ fully 


a# 


at Ion. * 




e4 f i>id yeu or t:;e deosor e;aaa.lna 

♦ In*. #***♦» *J 
^ * 



, 

65* hat v?os the condition el the feet? 




6 . cecribc folly the mrkB t bruiocfl or 



* 


67.body and le,3 


6 B. hat in your opinion could or did 
cause those vurioua cut a, norks, 
bruises or wounds* Give reasons 
supportin' conduct one. 


69* lien you r-r rived on the scene inhere 
the body ras found p \mp a revolver 
shewn to you? 

If bo f by when: 

describe exactly mtJec*t ppearanoe 
whether leMtoii how jn«ny tiiaeu fired ate* 


7C.Xf not her wa* it explained that no 
rev elver v.ae found? 


71.d "dwr t?r a revolver? Describe it. 


7S*Tho cleaned it? Das it usually leapt 

leaded? 

78.’ here did it usually lie? 


74*v:«s it in Ita usual position when 
you entered hie ream tluit asmlnfif 

75. ho had access hie roan? 

76. ‘as it cccy to jet Into the roar, 
without dl sturbine the ether 

eecni ants of the house? Ejqalaifi hew* 

77*, ere you o riled an a r/itm;u:j or to 
give evidence as to hts nontal con- 
dltien during the inquest? 

If so, d scribe the proceedings* 

78*rid you hear at any tiiae thit a 
revever bed been produced the 

Court of Enquiry? 
whe told yon? 

¥h*»n did ho tell yciu? 

Yhere did he toll you? 

Vhr.t did he soy and what ms his 
manner in the tellir^;? 

79#fas a bullet ftand? 

By when? 

then? 

SO*Were you prefect when It was f^und? 

;f iBOf wtiat \ as said a the time? 
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#L*T)^:riTji the bullet# 

as It at ail dcnte qt r^arked? 
Gould yeir identify it e£&i ni 

82 * hut bocane of the billet? 

83. ere the safes # Gffloe "wji’i eta# 
in . roper erdcr and oen&ltiea on 
the So urdf-y night end on tlte >~un- 

dcy nomine? 

T )e«e ibe where they v.tsra ke^ t arid 
who liad access to the*.. 

d4, here did . r £,dwaras *auuily carry 
his perwenci md tffiee -:cys? 


dfc* er« they found in their usual place? 


36* if not? '-.ere were they f cund< 

?ho found thM9 
thru nerr they found? 

88#f*eecri&e zh~ receptacle in which 
they were found* 


09* here did this receptacle oomc 
from? 

OO.^Inst beocTC ef this receptacle? 

91. he* was present when the keys t: found? 

hrt was said • ' * ? 

92 * ^ ^ Fr Hwardb * medical alt ndnnt? 

93. Hew frequently anu how recently had 
he been treated by the feetar* 

94, -ere j r dw&raa T relatione wath tun 
doctor quite frier.,ly? If net, L Ive 
re&ueite far the contrary f vith the 
history etc* 

93^ ere any etacr Lurepean i^eietant 
^;r it. icvi rds . 

9G*?ow long nab they been together? 

9?#ULut was hie m>*ie , age, net ii nrlity 
aad other anteoedents? 

98# by ived he left the employ of 
!&&»• b*D*. ao(Un & Ge#? 

99#\.kct did ho &j> after leaving their 
employ? 

ICE* Lera was hi at the tiito ef the 
deaths 

»an he sailed aa a witness? 

1G1#. ac. ti.tirc been o^iy friction between 
'ifn und 7 t awards? *f ee f givn full 
history o t the case, 

102.State whut if m j -oetiveu you can 
a e why he e'aiulu coiui.it suicide 























luis* *wte what if any not ivon you 
■ eaif aee wtty h« »h*ula commit 
suicide or why any erasiu 
should wish ti da hln any bod¬ 
ily hara though without 
neoeosorlly kiJLlinjt him. 
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INTKBUOOATC'intS 


to bo i>vi»v< uiid*«i to 1 10 Mvyeioian v.ho 

% i« Foot JDiwIi LjC Aination on toe la 
aI Cu.ym *faxt«o» .-o^uulio of tio 


.1. vait is your full -■ . 1 * ? 

* * r ? 

* * * addiets ? 

* ■ • nationality ? 



1»»AMG 


1 . ' c '■ \ 

^ -\ * . 
<0, *** --■*' 


#2* Ctote your Kducationul 
^lifioauims and ^ xperianotj 

as a physician **nt surgeon f 


*3. i4d you know -r# idwurde pt^joimHy t 
If Yes 

mu* here & when did you first met Ms ? 

• to* v> ere you his ^edloal attendant In 

Capo -aliasui ? 

• o* lavs you attended him. els whore ? 

If ii£»i odCii -miu due ft* ? 

.d* ore your rol^tiohahipa with iAm 

other tnm t.iat of ^ootur and patient ? 

If ye a 1 what ? 

•4* hen did you lust see 4r§ - awards ullTt ? 


*2a here did you last I * t 

• 6* uen aid you last see aim professionally ? 

*?• ascribe ills .cental & physical 
condition at t.mt time ? 

*t* Vhen did you first ae«r of iuoduath f 


•9* * hero sere you at this time V 


10* ho informed you of ala death ? 

XXm hy did tut a person liucre you of t w iWath ? 


12, Describe the manner of your 
informant and state the words eo 
f ar S3 you can remember he used 
0 1 In tcllln you of the death - 

lAm las anyone present when you 
were told of ti*e death f 
If Yes# the wee it t 

that did he eay ? 

It* vc ix you asked tb oomc und 

im the body ? 

■ a* She asxod you ? 

ib« ’-by did he ask you f 

,c. In what words did U« oak you ? 

•<U Whom did be soy told him to sail you 7 __ 

• At that tliW did lie «ek you to ooae 7 
■f* bero wore you 7 

.g. At what tl-ia did you go to «•* t • body f 

It* At wswt ti’Ae & day did you 
first a** t e body ? 

16. l%oorlbe a* exactly a* you out 

when t is body was when you first ■ , 

saw it 7 
























4 ’ " / f 

■ " ■ 

; 17 *Ln vrhut day and at what .imr 
i’gtdjvou ftrat te body ‘ 

* * 

' 4tfflg%pre did u t'4b dA ^^fcloii r 

V ■ ,:■ r 

19. Sfo tnio ^r'j jaut at tils exa a nation? 

20m' du assisted you In tills e jq oi nation T 

qunlifiactions h*ul this assistant v 
2: • * hat did no do ? 


25* us i’.ny representative of tis 
local Authoritlw in ohaifce ol t« 
body when you arrived on the econo ? 
the true it 7 mt office unto oe hold ? 
24* hat did he report or say to you? 


25* tovi lo.*g would you say ir* idaards 
had been do ad when you firjt tm\i hi* ? 
jive regions ror t:da opinion. 

2t* » any representative of t i© Local 

Autawri tiiiii yreuent then you isado tale 
examination ? 

jo * That offlee does as uold ? 
h*,t did hn do ? 

hr.t did he say ? 

r?* On what day and at what hour 

did you wlte Uit * oat Mortem Ibau^natiori t 

by whoa & when were you asked to make a iost Kortem Examination 

26. 'Oiare did you mnkw this axui nation ? 

PG* Jy sbeu uiid how was the body 
brought to this place f 

34* Did you superintend i*xJ.a ? 

Xf not* ho did V 

51* ..low loub wu*d you say -r* 

Ihudi had been da ad than you 
opds the lost or tea Kxiuainatlon ? 

J Ive roaaoiio for aiia opinluiu 

3f* :io sealu tod you in xost Jortaei hxaial nation? 

H: t r re his qii&lifloationu ? 

’hat did he do ? 

■ " 

54* -ho represented tue Local .authorities 
at tne lost orteja LduusiiiatiocL ? 

54* lus too Uc uy in tne uame *.lctoe 
a position as when it ks first 
found after deatn ? 

50* If HOT* just where and in what 
position was the body in relation 
to tue plus of death ? 

3d* If YES* Jeeoribe the ground h 
environs of the pi ce shore the body 
ley* 

37* 5’oiv t orn any foot uarks or 
otaer evidciRsae of * otvuegie or 
oi* o ther psraono. 

If so describe them* 

Hi 


















;« * am t q tq any ©lothinj u y on 
t vc* body w um you first exa dn®& it ? 
If oe# describe tie clothing nd 
its condition* 

I ::3 it mt ? 

If a© iow vet ;md why Mt 7 
as it torn 7 

If ao describe t :o team & 
any stains 7 

* i:.t . j 1 e pogtHIj ef m 
body when found 7 

4*# ii iat woe t e condition of tie 
o y when you performed tin loot 
ortem Examination t 

41# Did it awpmr to you or were you 
told that the body tad been touched# 
bundled or moved after death ? 

Did the clothing appear or be 
o&ld to have been touched or handled 
fter death ? 

as tiers ,ny evidenoe tout 
any steps iiad been taken to obliterate 
or otherwise interfere wit.i any 
traces on the mrzeinding ground 7 

Give briefly the facte and reaeene 
for your conolueicna# 

'* < lease give exact descri. tiun 
& location of all ;ir*rks f cuts & 
bruises on the body and head# 
indicating dearly the appearance 
of t ie surroundinc flesh * 


43* hi t instrument or Instruments 
o .used t cue . t.rki pMfl &>r jMigti t 
Give facte £ reasons for your conclus one* 

44# Di d any of tne out a or marks 
penetrate to lie oone 7 
if Mt which f 

* % mis agy marked found on tne 
bone & on which beneo 7 

Ith what ifiatriMaent sere these 
flirts md 0 f 

a 

40* or© them any bullet wounds 
If so# tow many 7 

* • "here 7 

40* What in your opinion rr.o tne 
cause of Detain 7 
If by onootin f t .te f eta and 
reasons for tdo conclusion* 
if WOT by uhootingf give facta & 
re eons for this conclusion# 


47* cold you soy death was instantaneous / 

Give facts & reasons ©;» which you- 

base your opinion# 

if not Inatiintimooua* taw lonj aid 

mr# Edwards live after being wounded 7 

46 # * lease five exact description & location 

of all ouiiot wounds# 

4 ;" • 










o ►= ■ 

*ituee ve very exact deaeration 
^penetrating wound and its rU 

■ $> 

£>~* *^lleg»ae dcuerioe tie cuurje of 
on^ i/ur-iet nd tz ria^l location 



rroia what dlat.Jice do you say 
the bullet v/ te fired ? 

'live foots ; redone in support 
of your conclusion* 


51 • ~4d you measure t io wound and 
t i ournt rim ? 

if 30 f uoocrioo exactly t o burnt 
il l and ^ive t,ie oueuro, nentj* 

JH* Hat Jjiptruiaents did you un 
to .^aeare t e wound* 

U# Bid you find a ouUet f 
dere^* 

If not iriio found t :o lull at 
a vbara f t 

*h<:t did 10 do With It ? 


50# Did you measure the bullet 
you found nd extracted 7 
if so* dan ? 

-ivc aau 0 ureoant hd weight ? 
"e scribe carefully tie outlet? 


- * c t ould yaw My Wtt tie 
c llbre of t io revolver fro i 
w ilo t it was fired ? 

ive f^cta & rtaiftSB in support 
of your o Ini on * 
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57* at lnatrunonta we e used to 
afasun & weigh the bullet t _ 

56. lore w a t. e mullet vti^iied 
& .joaoured i 

59« Wee any ether person present 
at thii time ? 

-hnt did ae da ? 

; ,t did ae a*y f 
ao was there ? 

* iq eked you to wei i Hi uilct P 
uy & smt did he say ? 


6q* io gave you t.^e mullet to weigh 

& when ? 

01* To whom mm the bullet given 
Liter it woe found ? 

•hat did that person do with it? 

*4d you see what he did with it? ■ 

6 * At what tine and plaee were the measurements tokens* 

*u* of the .pund 

*b# of the truck of t e bullet 

*o* of the bullet 


65* tore is the bullet now ? 

64 . 
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/ 


ere you ever a revolver 

in connect on wit.i r# M4mm rdf Death ? 

If 90 * 1 hen 

% whom 

jut di d auy when snowing 
,/gu t g revolver 7 

65# -id you ever uee a revolver at 
assy time lu connection wita the ease/ 
tore & 7; ion did you see sued revolver/ 

In whose hands was it * 

Kit was said oout it 7 
hat la^ enod t on or later ? 

- le,ae st to ..o fully as you o u 
dto made any statements about a 
revolver and what mm said • 

66* Hq mum present eitner 
wiwn you mere emomii a revolver 
or 

when you saw a revolver at ury 
time in oonnectlotf with this death* 

67# if you saw a revolver plscife 
Give the make of the evolver 4 
^escribe its ,:©nor 1 appea:ranee 
k condition ,v ion It was shovai 
to you or when you saw it • 
as it then loaded ? 
lad it been fired recently ? 
if so f jite reason for supposing it jkiG been 
recently fired ? 

W many times had it been find 7 
ic m nj cartridges would it hold 7 
tow mny cartridges wen still in it 

when found 7 

If and when wae the revolver un l oa de d 7 

% who* ? 

or by whose Inst ructions 7 
.-t was tie calibre of the revolver 7 
:id you know who owned t:io revolver / 

if so who ? 

oil did you happen to knew wuose 
revolver it woe t 
if you did not Know* did you 
subsequently learn whose revolver 

it W:US ? 

If ao f 1 rtojo was it ? 
i x; proofs! tttftll of t lio / 

W*ELA-^ 

6€ i in your opinion was t is revolver 
t ie one union earned r* Edwards 4 
death 7 

^lease give fully the facto and 
reasons which lead ydu to this 
conclusion# 

69 * you know oi any reason or 
: active dental or pnyaie 1 wnich 
uight a vo oj used x* - dwaruo to 
OGve co ittod outside / if so 
state wnat clearly 7 
70# Do you kn e w if he had any 
eno ties or ot .er person or J arsons 
vuc ilgat desire or require to 
get him out of t is may * If s ? 

Give full details and reasons * 



f.'To - 













71. £>ld you-exaai; c tne ody gen* * rally 


? 




7r, Did you examine the Vast ? 

Describe their condition • appear ^.o* . 


73. ow in it froa tue spot 
where t .e body was found to toe 

nesrsst Siberian or native dwelling 

•b* The was living there? 

• o* to t c nearest uro. eon house * 

• d« "ho was living t iers 7 

«e. to the house cure r* .dwards slept t 
.f. to t ie store or of/ice waere 
he worked t 












7*1. Did anyone hear one or more . 
revolver jnota 7 
if so. ho ■ 

hat did 


• mien was 4r* Edwards burisd 7 
7C. hers is • ? 


77. - io waa t je undertaker ? 

78* Vho paid the funeral expenses 7 
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Enclosure Ho. S in hr. ledger's Ho.'; of 26th. Aug. 1926 


Rough sketch of place where the body of Hr. A.L.Edwards wrs found 
E. D. 13 lessrs. Elder Leiiipater 1 a Agency 

'«•D.i, is lhs3ra. «.£>. Woodin’ s House* 

* 

Harper, Cape Palmas, Republic of Liberia. 
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nolosure in onrovi;: ko# 

w tj' ^ 


of . til. u jUSt 1.. .!6i 





-i u , ., 

in res^set of .jr» A. L*Edwards found shot at Harper, 
Cape * ala^a, “©public of -uii>eriii# 


•a 1 , iJjilSf 

AflW* 

i rofoauion, 

Address* 


*: p tow long tove you been in t ie employ of ^sars* Goodin & Co* 

. 3* t; .lament of service in Liberia* 

*4. lev. long tow9 you known : r* dvv^rdfl* 

*6. -tatasent ^ to Mr, *4i~ardo aervioo for :fcssrs, ,jJ, oodin & C , 


*6* statement at to period# in lionroTia« Cape Palma and/or ot*er 
i,l ecu t at you and *x* Awards nave worked together , 


*7, tae he ever eiewn look of nienttl balance or sulcidnl tendenciest 


• 8, Describe both your business and personal relatlomhlp during 
t ess periods with r, Edward#* 


• 9* lie scribe and u iwe aketci of louse and quarters where you nd 
r, , dwarde lived in dupe talmas* 


10* describe and give sketch of store Mil offices and ia<eai;_t€ 
grounds * 


11* «#rs t xere any Irregularities in ills books or dturea slum au to 
tovc c .used ni;a to commit suicide 7 


ir* it i ■ a did he usually take his oeulo ? 

13* it i wuorn did he dine tie evening before ue was killed 7 


14* to no perfectly normal during t i© evening or tiere matters 
discussed wtilon might have u set h1m. sufficiently to c^uae ila 
to ooukidt suicide 7 

Describe fully any ouch coarer* tioas or iuto eninge. 


lb* #vt what t bid did you luet see him 7 
Id* bcaotly where did you 1 at see film ? 
17* h t was said at tala time 7 


18, In what direction did he go on leaving you 7 

19, irae he in the habit of soiog for a walk after dinner ? 

ir 

: 0* iild lo cany a stick or cone when he wont walking 7 
FX, describe what kind of night it was * 

22* .it v iat time were you told tnat he had disappeared 7 
23, .no told you, repeat tae words ? 

;4* tot did you do or o;*y at tils ti.se ? 


78# Did you ^ to his bedroom 7 
n t uld you notice there 7 
-ho was with you 7 
tot did you do and eny 7 
tot instructions did you give 7 


: ft 


— 


* 



Interrogatory 


tt .dwards 




- £ - 

/ •* - 1 

v ! 

* V?-* 

:;6* hat search partiee did you organise *" 
c7. .■•4ci you ;© to look for him yourself ? 
b£, ..t udiat tiic did you start ? 

2 P# ho re did you go to ? 

3 w uoro wore you whan told tie body nod oeen found ? 

31* hen were you told the body had oeen found.? 

3iU ho told you ? a it did ho auy V hat did you Say ? 

35. hat did you do ? 

34 * Did you proceed to the spat where the body lay ? 

3 b. hen ? At what tlae did you reach tie a pot ? 

36 . ^escribe exactly the road or putn froa *r* -dwordu house 

tO t 16 3pOt* 

37 . Ascribe o .refully the rocks on which the body l&y • 

3 L. wtio was present when you reached the body ? 

3. , hat ms said to you ? 

40* hat did you say ? 

41. Describe exactly how the body lay » 

4 £* tfow vrould it seem to have reached that epot ? 

43 . Sow far wua t ie body fro. or i«v water i 

44 * aeserlbe uootly tiie cut. and bruises and wtmt o.uBed tiw 
in y jur opinion* Jive ro ^ons au r , ortlr v your conoluaionu. 

45 . Describe tie do tiling found on tne uo4y« Its condition & 
how it uecoiae tom* wet and stained . 

46. Has tue clothing the earn as he had worn during the previous 
evenin ; ut dinner with you uuv. rs. orris.? 

If so § how did you recognise it ? 

if not, -os :iis other clothing in »iia rooa ? 

if not, as his otnor clotting found and Identified ? 

47 . fow do you account 4 'or t e fact that io wae not fully clothed ? 

48. Hxplaln your theory as to what happened to the other clothing 
and the theories of tu> other xcople present . 

4 . ho mo resent while you i;.spec ted the body and surrealndftags 
r/hat did t icy suy ? 

3 b. ho sent for a doctor ? 

At what U 4 © t 

; ho was cent and whnt was he told to tell the doctor f 
i>l. At what tine did the doctor rrive ? 

52. ere you jtill there ? 

53 , flhat did you mvj to t o doctor i 


mm 



# 
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Interrogatory 



late . . ;** dwordo* 


54* hat a. a t io doctor witn him when lie arrived f 
65* iJoas tiu doctor usually carry a c uie or waip • 

36# Bid you remain while the doctor made on examination 7 
6?* ^ ! 0 f describe idiat is did emd said* 

58# oat was t :qn done with t e body ? 





59# io gave t '*m ins true ti one 7 
oat did no say 7 

#o v.,iq i did he give t.ioae instructions ? 


. * t i | i/eioc* Mift on v^ist Jtagf M a i_ a t»_* I I 

61# v.iere was tils I ost l ortea held ? 

6?# ho was present 7 describe what taey did or said • 


63* as % e examination a general or loc 4 one ? 
State fully what was done at t id examination ? 


64* iild you or the due tor exuiaine tie feet ? 

65# hut t, .© t o condition of the feet 7 

* 

6G* Describe fully tlae marks* bruises or rounds on the head * 

67# * • * * 11 on tae oody & lege # 


Si* hat in your opinion coulu or did cause toese various c to» 
*»j-jrk * oralees or wounds # dive reasons supporting conclusions* 


69# lihen you arrived on the scene where tne body wm found* was a 

revolver a mwu to you ? 
if 90) uy Shoo* 

" * de sc rice exactly ma ke, appearance# whether louued# how m^iny 

times fired etc* 


70 If not# how was it explained that no revolver was found 7 

71* Had i.dwards a revolver ? itaeoribe it 7 

7?* ho cleaned It i «as it usually kept loaded 7 

73* unero did it usually lie ? 


74ft is it in Its usual position when you entered hie room t lat 
morning* 


75ft io xad access to his room 7 


76. am it easy to get into t ie room without disturbing the iter 
occupants of tuo ouae t explain how ( 


77# date you called as a witness or to give evidence as to his mental 
condition (luring the inquest ? 

If so describe the proceeding* 


78 # SIC you hear at any time that a revolver had been produced at 
the Court of nquiry 7 
io told you ? 
ion did io toll you ? 

- lere did ie tell you 7 

hat aid he say h what wise du ianner in t e telling ? 

79 # 


_ 






Interrogatory 


A. * awards 


h 

79* -as a bullet found ? 

By whoa 7 

hen ? 

Lw. Were you present . ion it was found ¥ 

Uf so what w. s sAId at the tiiae * 

th* describe the bullet ? 

Ai« it at i ll dented ur .marked ? 

Could you idetitii'y it again ? 

L;. hat bee -xK of the bullet ? 

63* re tiki Safes* off lot book* etc* in proper order and condition 
on t .e -atrucoy night and on the ond .y riming ¥ 

^eaorioe wnere t hey were kept and who hod ^ccese to tueu * 

£4* loro aid r. -awards usually carry da person,! ^hd oflice 
Keys ? 

to* ore t «oy found in t.elr uauiU ylsoe ? 

@6. if not* where wero they found ? 
ihw found thou ? 
t:iea were the found ¥ 

£U heeerioe the receptacle in wale; tuey were found t 

09* hare did t is receptacle oom from ? 

9t, 3 curt Oeo.aac of t is receptacle ? 

91* ho was present wnen toe keys were found r ¥ 

3Zhat mis said % * * * * ¥ 

9T« he was Hf* Adwards medical attendiult ? 

95* how frequently and how recently hud he ^een treated >y t e duo to 

94* Here r. Edwards relations with tac doctor Quito friendly ¥ 

If not* giro reasons for the contrary* wit the history etc* 

ob* r as t'lere any other European ssiatant working with x* dn.rua 

96* fow long had they been together ? 

* 

97* ‘iiat was his name* age * nationality t other antecedents ? 

96* iy :iad he left tie cupluy of Scasreu *p* .Q-din .1 Co* ¥ 

99* hat did he do after leaving * • * * t 

ICC* here was he at toe t -y& of to* death ? 
as fie called os a witness ¥ 



lul Lid tiers being any friction between hla & tfr* Kdwards t 
if so, d giro full ill story of the cose • 


Iff# ft ate wont if any lotives ywU c.oi 
suicide or w iy any persons should win 
though without necessarily killing ol i 


see why he should co \ it ^ 
to do .lim . ny bodily iuxu 



% 
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L&UJU3& 

7$C/LG/1C3 


BRITISH LMA? IQ'?, 

mmwu* irmn:A. 


ckl 


9th eptember 1926* 


sir, 

Further t my 86 ef the £6th ultimc with regard t* the 
death af the late lit A*L* vdwurds i }i|*ve the honour ta 
repert ti^at I have had a long talk with the Secrcta y 
•f state abaut thio ratter* j 

2 m He ie alee very tuixioua te hare the affair th«r- ; 
ly investigate and v;ae grateful far ssy aoEiiatr ,cs 
and ar.kc for a list if questions which cniild he put to 
the 3>*cfcar and alee ftr these tJtese that I had e^nt ta 
be put te Mr Carrie* j 

G. i end see a capy of the Interragt tery fnr the 

jactor. 

4* I paid that the paint* en which r should like 
farther information in particular rare the following!- 
(a/ hat witness ?s were called ar.d what evidence 
given as te amtal condition. 

(b) Evidence a* ta native f*r suicide. 

(q i*v 6 nee as t§ ;ossicle mnisfilrughtcr ar Harder. 

(и) vldence &e te habit* - evening wal kn - ti^yneaa# 

, , etc* 

{e> Evidence in auopart af nectar** suggestions 
and can dual ana* 

U) Evidence uu te out.i, bruises* ~ ., and explain at i an 
as ta lack af then an head, cheat, lege, etc. 

(g) Tvidence as ta "burnt* rim af bullet wound and 
disertanoy in measurements* 

(h) Revolver, videneo as te nen-fthdinj; af end a a 
ta 3r i d .ards 1 peraanal revolver. 

(.\) Bullet* Lviucjjco at* te finding; in wltvse tdiurge 
subsequently; pesslbllty as ta awbstitutUn and discrep¬ 
ancy In Measurements. 4 

(jj Evidence af personal bay. 

(к) YiUlrica m ta }<3t9o nl leave* ffice and nc keys* 
(l) Clathing. Evidence as ta lack ef and aa t# where - 

abauta af Missing olath^ng. 


t. 1CT Barclay, Secretary af state, tss very indignant ; 
at r Harris' etatetsent that thus inquest was held ‘in 
cazaeru 1 ', as reparted in paragraph 21 of la*86* He 
a* sure a me that an the centrary The Corener had experienced 
the greatest difficulty in obliging Hr Harris te attend 
end give evidence. 

6* 1 have new received the foilawing reply from Mr 
A.J.Harrow, upervleing A^ont of the ;availa uiver Trading 
Ce* f who ao can be sees, was constantly with . r j^dvjards 
since the rut wan af 1924;* 

at Vr d arde first et (e : .m * unma about tint x 
latter part af 1924 when he relieved the farmer 
agent af vsedin, Hr Su re r s * I met Hr Edwards 
many time* during the ardinary course! af business 
an the tennic*-court anu use tally* e rad. several 
lila rjeety'a frlnolpcu taura af inspect! an tagether in the ceuree ef 

cretary ef ntate business and far twa ar three man the be fare hie 

Par Fa reign Affair a* death/ 

o tc** etc*«cto*p 
PORBIOT OFFICE. 
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W. D. WOODIN & CO.. LIMITED. 

: AFRICA HOUSE. KING SWAY. W C 2. 

T^PsirKiC AaoRiit t PROVINCIAL AGENT'S OFFICE, 

" Smai pcII" LfliOON, , 

MONROVIA, 

This fetter refers to CAPE FAULTS. 

Debartment No.... ..... 

WEST AFRICA, iv. y, i r^h 192T 


H.B, I.Sharge d'Affaires and Consul General, 
British Legation, 

MONROVIA. 


Dear Sir, 


THE LATE MR ALBERT LEONARD ED7ARD8. 


This is to confirm the information sent to our agent ii Monrovia,and 
which I requested him to convey to you* 

Tho bare facts 1 -|hat Ur Edwards,having been last seen alive at about 
10.20 pa on May 2nd,was nowhere to found on the Monday morning,and his soon 
shewed that he had not been to bed in the night. 


I had the surrounding country searched,and at about 11 a.m. his body 
was found on the rocks not far from here,naked except for a pair of tom 
trousers. 





He was badly scratched about and there was a wound in the centre of 
the forehead. An examination of this shewed it to be a hole right through, 
and a post mortem next day revealed a bullet in the head. 

A coroners jury investigated for about a week or more,and it seems to 
be Liberian law or custom,that such an enquiry Is secret,and although the jury 
have been discharged some days,no verdict has been officially published. 


ttiofficially however,I hear it 


is ”Suicide whilst deranged**. 


I have taken out letters of administration as sole administrator,but 
have had no time to commence to dispose of the estate yet. Excopt for a 
camera which I shall send to his people with all letters,photos etc,I shall as 
sell everything if I can,as there is nothing but a large quantity of clothei/, 
and a gramophone. 


Any further information I 3hall give you personally,unless there are 
any official formalities,or documents etc.required. V7ill you require his 

passport or shall I send it to his people! 
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W. D. WOODIN & CO.. LIMITECSflUA -rj 


AFRICA HOUSE KINGSWAV, WC.S 


XlitOMPHIC AoaitEit 

Smifcll, Til*w," Loudon 


This Utter refers to 
Department No ,,......... 


His Britannic Majesty's Consul General 
& Charge d'affaires, 
Monrovia. 


Monrovia 

Liberia 



teieeiS&a-MM 1 9 26 * /.(? 


HI*/- Tti 


Dear Sir, 


W4 beg to advise you of the following letter which we have 
received this morning from Cape Palmas per s.s. "Hercules", and signed 
by Mr* B* D* Morris* 

"On the 6th. Inst* f cabled you as follows (approximately, as I have 
"not got the copy id front of me) 

•"A. L. Edwards found shot dead investigation now proceeding inform 
'"Consul. I shall remain. 2* D* Morris” 1 


"And today I have oabled you:- 

"‘A. L, Edwards suicide temporary insane"' 


"Mr* EDWARDS . I deemed it advisable to let the British Consul know 
"about Mr• Edwards death as soon as possible, as the whole thing 
"looked very ugly, and though there is still very little evidence 
"pointing to suicide, yet I think the Jury are correct in their 
"verdict, so deemed it again advisable to let the Consul know 


A rough idea of the affair is that Edwards could not 
"be found, and had not been seen up to 8 a.m. on the He dined 
"with us the Sunday evening and we said good night at 10|- pm. When 


"it was obvious something was wrong, £ sent searchers all round, and 
"messages to Taiou, and inland as far as V/ebbo, myself going to 
"Barrake. When 1 got back his body had been found on the rocks in 
"front of the As/ylum at the Cape, badly bruised and cut, and a bullet 
"wound in the forehead. I had an examination of the wound, and the 
"next day, when decomposition had well set in, a pogt mortem. At 
"first it was reported by the dootor that the bullet found was larger 
"than that found in Edwards room, but afterwards it was said to be 
"the same size. I will forward a copy of the verdict afterwards, 
"should the Consul need it. 1 have been granted letters of 
"Administration as sole executor. Shall sell up everything, as all 
"he had was clithes, that Is to say, there £2L ie no Jewellery or other 
"valuables worth sending home as far as 1 have seen at present, though 
"I have not yet done anything" 
















ft > 



"■All my wife *6 and my "boxes were searched to see if I had a 
'pistol of the calibre of the ballet found" 

"Please ask the Kfr.j-itKflX Consul if there is anything special 
"he requires me to do as far as his Department is concerned" 

Extract of letter ended* 

Hr* Morris does not gives us any special instructions, and we 
merely oornraunicate the oontents of his letter to you. 


Youtb faithfully 
p. p. W» D* '."oodin & Co, Ltd, 












Form Ref. ?J!q. T. 76. /ra 

W. D. WOODIN & CO.. LIMITED.3 0DEC W6 

LONJ^K : AFRICA HOUSE. HlNGSW A Y. W.C3. - //P2. 

T.W.PM........ PROVINCIAL AGENT'S OFFICE, 

" (HAlfflU. 11 Lqn&QH. 

MONROVIA, 

This Utter refers to 

Department Ho . WEST AFRICA. 39th Do combor 192 6. 


C.K.Ledger Esc. 

British Legation, 

Monrovia . 

Dear Mr. Ledger, - . . ,| 

I have to thank you for lettin# me have the copy of Cer4 
tificate of Death and Jury’s Verdict .rith reference to the late Mr. 
Edvards. I presume you have noticed the difference in names in the body 
of the latter document as compared with the sir-natures at the bottom. 


Yours faithfully, 












1260/D. 
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29th. December 1926. 


Ur. Charge d'Affaires, 

Adverting to your communication S.D.145 
1135*26-183 dated 21st December 1926, relative to 
the late Mr. Edwards, 1 am instructed by the Secre¬ 
tary of State to inform you tnat toe subject of said 
communication nas teen referred to the Liberian De¬ 
partment of Justice, and as soon as tneir reply is 
received your Legation will be further communicated 
with'* 

I have the honour to be, 

Ur. Charge d’Affaires, 



His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'affaires ad interim, 
British Legation, 

Monrovia. 
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S.0:145 
1135-26-185 


B IXTIdi I'lQfflOK, 
HOjmGV IA» LIBERIA. 


C.L 


Piet Xecember 1026. 


Your ' 'xcellenoy, 

flH J 5JfS 01 r n -’' telephone oonvam- 

otlon with r Colenan relative to the let® r r ~dwardt. 

*■* * understand that r hanhtiey Cooper t County 
Attorney fro:;, Cape ialmao Is now In this oity end' that 
h® hna brought with hits the bullet talon tram Sr "d- 
warda 1 beau, throe complete cartridges taken from the 

STSL*? ;r Kdwwie* rom and the bullet taken from 
tiic other cartridge for the purpose of e rperiuon. 

3. ty Government hi yo «J.. t> written asking for s 
report ao to the pro ent position of the enquiry into 
the death of Ur Ldwarda. I would In particular refer 
to Your Jtoellenoy’ o iio. «40/y w f the : 7th of 3epten- 
oer and a# do. 104 of the ldth of October. * 

. "*• ! ^ vc now t..e naxr.ee of three -uropeans who were 

told by a . ’r . rederloka tli&t he u&e certain it waa 
c, 3 h ®? •* he hn Uk*« u: a revolver aaar 

tiie hoay. v«n is no suggest! n that . r Fredericks was 

JtXS Tt ? rf $Lb the ? eRtb but « settle . 

oubtful point if tae revolver could he found and proved 

to oe elti»r jx i-dtai-uo* revolver or not. P 


-• * have also teen asked my opinion ao to tie off- 
erin 4 ; of a a bat.-ntial reward fir the isclosure of any 
ftetawnieh would lead to uhe discovery of the person ^ 

, 0 - redti.e o -oi or of any other persons implicated 
in the affair* 


I avail r^aolf of tlu opportunity to convey to 
Your Lxcellenoy the aes.,ranee of *y highest consider- 
£^t ion &od re«peot fl 


I have the hon ur to be 

Tour . jccellency *u 
J oat obedient servant> 


Hie ; xcollency 
The secretary of state 
of the Kcpublio of Liberia! 
Department of state* 

UQMRQVIA* 


C.K .Ledger* 














No^ 

(K 1418Z/11361/224) 


1 »^ 6 ^ 


m 

DEC 1019S* 

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.VM. 
26th November, 1926. 



Sir ;- 

With reference to your despatoh No. 90 of the 

■ 

9th September last, relative to the death of Mr. A.l. 
Edwards, I have to transmit herewith copy of a letter 
from Mr. R. D, Morris together with his answers to 
your questionnaire. 

2. I would draw your especial attention to the 

considerations urged by Mr. Morris regarding the state¬ 
ment made to him by Mr. Fredericks and the desirability 
of the matter being dealt with in such a way that he 
himself may not incur the risk of further difficulties 
with the Liberian authorities. 

I am, with great truth, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For the Secretary of State) 


Claude K. ledger. Esq., 

4c ,, & c., &o.| 



Monrovia 




E 11361/1136l/S24. 


(E 11183/11361/224), 


C/o W.D. Woodin & Company Limited, 
Africa House, 

Kingsway ( 

London, W*C**3. 

4th November, 1926. 


Sir; - 


lieferring again to yours of the 16th October last 
in connection with the death of the late Mr* A *L *Ed 1 ards 
at Cape Palmas, Liberia, I now enclose replies to the 
questions put to me through you tr the Charge d r Affaires 
at Monrovia. 


2* I quite agree with Mr* Ledger that we are looting 

for trouble in re-opening this enquiry* At the same time 
nobody seems quite satisfied with the Jury 1 a verdict* Mr. 
Ledger asked me some questions in his of August 21st last 
40 which are 

ifho was the juror who let out about the revolver? 

What did he say? 

Can you remember the day? 

Would the firm or family or both feel like offering 
a reward for any information which would lead to 
the conviction of the man who fired the shot? 

to which I desire to make the following replies. 

The juror was Mr* E, D* Fredericks* He said in 

an aside to me that it was undoubtedly a case of suicide 

as the revolver was found near the body* I asked him where 

it was and he replied, either that he had throvn it into 

the river or it had been thrown into the river* I tried 

to question further but the approach of several people made 

him 


The Under-asere tary of State , 


Foreign Offioe, 

London, S, "7,1, 







h i m he s t i 1 y c on c 1 ud $ the e o t . T r s u t lex. a t inis o f 

thit vet soon after the discovery of the bod;, 

Luring the course of the enquiry, I did not deem 
it advisable to question Fredericks further on the metier, 
but after the enquiry had closed I questioned him again, 
but he hastily dismissed the matter by saying he had made 
a mistake and that he had not seen the pistol nor had it 
been found. 

At this point 1 would like to mention that unless 
some very good purpose is like!; to be served, I desire the 
above to be kept private, as I do not wish Mr* Fredericks 
to get into any trouble with the Authorities, whatever the 
value of his statements, 

Witt regard to a reward, we would have no objection 
to offering a reward of £100 in the name of Lr* Edwards 1 

n. 

relatives for the disclosure of any evidence which would 
lead to the conviction of the person who fired the shot, 
but great ca e would have to be taken in drawing up e 
notice to this effect as we do not wish that action taker 
in this matter should injure our butine&s in any way. 

I cannot too strongly impress the Secretary of 
State with the importance of handling this m tier in such 
a way that I shall not be subjected to any further persecu¬ 
tion and victimisation, such as I have been subjected to 
during this lest 12 months in Liberia, 

It may be remembered that in October 1925 1 had to 
complain to the Charge d'Aff&ires about ray arrest etc. in 
connection with my boarding & steamer, A cop; of this 
letter of complaint found its way into the hands of the 
Government, which could onl; have been obtained from the 


Clerk 



Clerk at the British Legation, and I think Mr. Smallbores 
will confirm this. I hsd a lot of trouble over the matter, 
and my wife and myself were out off all official visitors 
lists by order of the president himself. Before leaving 
Liberia for England in July last, I had an interview with 
the President, at the finish of which he told me the incident 
was closed, though I have heard that instructions have been 
sent to the Liberian Consul General in England not to vise 

rasBport when I wish to return* 

you will of course reorill that the Foreign Office 

decided that nothing could he done in the way of demanding 
redress from the Liberian Government for mj illegal arrest 


etc. 


Yours faithfully, 
f £lgtt S&) 5 * t> * HO HH13* 









C/o iV a D, Woodirt & Co. t Ltd*, 

Africa ^ouse, 

Eingsway, 

London, .C.2. 

4th November, 19£6. 

REPLIES TO QUESTIONS TO R, L» MORRIS. 

from 

The British Charge d*Affaires, 
Monrovia, West Africa, 


R. L* Morris. 

50* 

Merchant 1 a Agent 
As heading. 


1. Name* 


Age. 

Profession 
Address. 


2, How long have you been in the employ of 10 years, 

Messrs. W.L*Woodin £ Co,? 

3, Statement of service in Liberia. 

Six years agent in Liberia* 2 years Provincial Agent* 

4* How long have you known Mr. Edwards? 

Three years, though J had seen him for a short while about 
five years ago, 

5, Statement as to Mr,Edwards service for Messrs* *.EUffoodln k Co* 
Assistant in Liberia and Pernando Fo. 

* 

6* Statement as to periods in Monrovia, Cape Palmas and/or other 
places that you and Mr* Edwards have worked together. 

Mr* Edwards had been Assistant in Monrovia and acting Agent 
in Cape Palmas for three years while I have been Provincial 
Agent for Liberia. 

7. Has he ever shown lack of mental balance or suicidal tendencies? 

No. 

8. describe both your business and personal relationship during 
these periods with i-r* Edwards* 


Very friendly 


9 . 





9* Describe and give sketch of House and quarters where you 
and Lr* Edwards lived In Cape Palmas, 

V»e lived in a large house on the Cape at Cape Palmes 
Lr, Edwards occupied the 1st Floor, my wife and myself 
occupying the 2nd, I am unable to give Sketch, 

10, Describe and give sketch of store and officea and immediate 
grounds* 

The store and offices are some distance from the 
house, the retail store being a large stone building, 
the offices and other stores being of the usual 
corrugated iron* 

11. 7ere there any irregularities in his books or stores such as 
to have caused him to commit suicide? 

There were not sufficient irregularities to cause a 
man to commit suicide, though there was come shortage 
in cash* 

12* With whom did he usually take hie meals? 

Ee usually took his breakfast and lunch at his office 
and his dinner in r the eveninr with my wife and myself* 

13. With whom did he dine the evening before he was killed? 

He dined with my wife and myself as usual on the 
evening before he was killed. 

14. Was he perfectly normal during the evening or were matters 
discussed which might have upset him sufficiently to cause 
him to commit suicide? Describe fully any such conversations 
or happenings- 

He wat: perfectly norm? 1 and in his usual heppy 
disposition* Conversation ran to a considerable ex¬ 
tent on the subject of his hoiidays and his family,etc* 

15. it what time did you last see him? 

About 10.30 p.m* 

16. Exactly where did you last see him? 

In the dining room, by the door. 

17. What as said at this tine? 

Before bidding him T, Goodnight TT , I remarked that I 
would be down in the morning to aesit him in stock- 
. taking. 

16* In what direction did he go on leaving you? 

He went towards his bedroom which was the next room 
to the dining room. 

19. iVas he in the habit o going for a walk after dinner*? 

Hot to my knowledge. 


20 
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£0- Bid he carry a stick or cane when he went walking? 

i 

I have not seen him do so* though there were several 
aheap walking sticks in his bedroom* 

£1* Describe v.hst kind of night it was. 

To the best of my recollection it was a fine night. 

Also to the best of my recollection there was a full 
moon, or nearly so, in the early morning. 

2£. At what time were you told that he had disappeared? 

About 0 o'clock in the morning* 

23 - £6. Who told you; repeat the words? What did you do or say 
fit this time? Did you go to his bedroom? What did you 
notice there rj Who was with you? Wbst did you do end 
say? What instructions did you give? What search parties 
did you organise? Did you look for him yourself? At what 
time did you start? 

T h&d sent a messenger to request Mr. Edwards to send my 
hammock bearers. The messenger returned saying he could 
not find him* 1 told him to go back again to another 
store where he would probably find Edwards taking stock, 

Hie own boy then told me he had been unable to :ind 
Edwards. A little later a note was brought up addressed 
to Edwards which I found to be from Mr* Waller asking him 
/Edwards) if he were not coming down to take stock. It 
vss then evident that Edwards wes not about so I called 
his boy who then informed me that Edwards had not slept 
in his room that night. 1 went to the rooip and saw that 
the bed res undisturbed. Becoming alarmed, I went next 
door and asked Elder Dempster 3c Co 1 s agent (Mr .tfalmsley) 
if he had seen anything of Edwards, to which he replied 
Concluding that something unusual had occurred I 
requested Walmsley to send a lot of boys who were cleaning 
the road at the time, to sear oh round the rocks. At the 
same time _ also sent severe! boys on the same errand. 

Mrs. Morris and myself then searched the house* 1 also 
instructed my carpenter to send a canoe across to Busswurm 
Island and search* I then got bearers to carry me down 
to see Mr, Yanoy to ask his assistance, calling at my 
offioe on the way down and sending a hurried enquiry to 
our agent at Tabou, On the way I met Dr. Schneidenberger 
who made some remark suggesting that Edwards was not 
mentally sound, but gave no reason for this conclusion 
except to state that he (Edwards) was nervous and forgetful* 
This would be about 9 a.tn. 

29. Where did you go to? 

Mr, Yancy drove me in his oar to Barrake, and enquir.es 
were made at many places en route* 

30 - 32.Where were you when told the body had been fou'd? 

When were you told the body had been found? 

Who told you? What did he say? What did you say? 

Beturning close to Cape Palma a a servant of Mr* Yanoy met 
us, saying that Edwards had been found dead on the rocks 
at the Cepe opposite the seminary, only a couple of hundred 
yards or so distance from our house. 


33 - 34 



33 - 34* Whet did you do? Did you proceed to the spot where the 
body lay? 

Arriving at the house I proceeded to the spot where the 
body lay* 

35* When? At what time did you reach the spot? 

About 11*30 a.m* 

36* Describe exactly the road or path from Mr* Edwards house to 
the spot, 

The road from the house to v&ere the body was found was the 
ordinery road from our house to s gate or stile opposite the 
Seminary* then down the slope of the Cape towards the River. 

37* Describe carefully the rocks on which the body ley. 

The body la;, close to some rocks on the inside and just by 
a break in them* 

38* Who was present when you reached the body? 

There were a number of people present. I oamot say 
exactly who. 

39-- 40* What was said to you? What did you a ay? 

1 met Mr* Waller who remarked that he had requested per¬ 
mission to remove the body, but that this had been 
refused pending the writing of an official letter to the 
County Attorney and a reply thereto. 

41* Describe exactly how the body lay* 

The body lay on its side at the base of the rocks partly 
in a pool of water left by the tide. There was a con¬ 
siderable amount of blood about the head* 

42. How would it seem to have reached that spot? 

It would seem to have been brought in by the high tide 
which occurred about 11 o'clock: that morning* 

43, How far was the body from high or lo? water? 

The tide was apparently just beginning to recede. 

44, Describe exactly the cuts and bruises and what caused them in 
your opinion. Give reasons supporting your conclusions. 

I did not examine the body particularly, but noticed there 
was a large wound in the centre of the forehead, and another 
on the temple, and that there were a large number of 
slashings or cuts about the body* 

* 

45. Describe the clothing found on the body, its condition and how 
it became torn, wet and stained* 

There was only a pair of trousers with one rather large tear 
in them* and I noticed that one pocket was inside out- There 
were no shirt, collar* tie, socks, shoes or boots* 
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Was the clothing the same as he had worn during the previous 
evening at dinner with you and lire, Morris? 

If so, how did you recognise it? 

If not, was his other clothing in hie room? 

If not* was his other clothing found and identified? 

fa) I cannot say# 

(b) I did not, 

(o) Apparently not, 

(d) I understand not. 

How do you account for the fact that he was not fully olothed? 

I cannot account for it* 

Explain your theory as to what happened to the other clothing 
and the theories of the other people present, 

I cannot explain and cannot state the theories of other 
people* I can only state that Edwards* personal servant 
was quite positive as to the exact shirt he (Edwards) wore 
the last time he was seen alive, and that this shirt was 
not found in his room. Also Edwmrds 1 court shoes which 
he usually wore as house slippers were not found- 

Who was present while you inspected the "body and surroundings• 
What did they say? 

I did not inspect the body and surroundings particularly 
then as I was not sufficiently well, but some time later - 
on a later day 1 think - 1 went to inspect the surroundings 
and Mr* Hardy of the F, E , M» joined me# He made some 
remark about Edwards having committed suicide and I ex¬ 
pressed my opinion that this was not the case, and that 
Edwards was the victim of a crime. 

Who sent for a doctor? At what time? Who was sent and what 
was he told to tell the doctor? 

fa) I• 

(b) After the body had been brought to the house, I sent 
a letter asking hr# Schne i denberger please to come and 
examine the body and express his opinion as to the cause 
of death* 

At what time did the doctor arrive? 

Can lot say exactly, but probably about Z o’clock. 

Were you still there? 

Yes* 

Whst did you say to the doctor? 

Repeated my request. 

What had the doctor with him when he arrived? 

I did net notice* 

Does the doctor usually carry a cane or whip? 

!The doctor usually carries a stick of some description. 
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Did you remain while the doctor made an examination? 

Yes, 

57. If so, describe what he did and said. 

He probed the wound in the forehead , and stated that 
undoubtedly death was due to e bullet wound and that 
there were no signs of drown tug* £lso that from the 
track of the wound, death would be instantaneous, 

58. What was then done with the body? 

The body v.aa then washed and laid out by ir, V/aller 
and someone assisting him, 

59. Who gave the instructions? What did he eey? To whom did 
he give these instructions? 

This question not understood. Here it is necessary to 
note that the bod; was placed in the coffin at about 
8 p,nu and closed up, I then went next door to Elder 
hemps ters^ several others being there. The subject of 
conversation was naturally :ir. Edwards, and not feeling 
at all satisfied as to the cause of death, the 
Europeans together decided it would be advisable to have 
a jost-mortem held, I therefore instructed Mr, Waller 
to approach Dr, Schueidauberger who agreed to make the 
post-mortem immediately for the sum of £20, If was 
considered advisable to have some official present, so 
I sent to our Lawyer to request this. He came stating 
that the Coroner would come up for the purpose, but 
though v.e waited until midnight the Coroner did not come, 
Mr, Tubman then returned to hie home, stating that he 
would arrange that the Coroner should be there for the 
post-mortem first thing in the morning. 

60* At what o*clock, and on what day was a post-mortem held? 

8 o* clock the nest day - ilay 4th + 

61. tfhere was this post-mortem held* 

In our house. 

62, Who was present? Describe what they did or said. 

The Coroner end Jury were present, I was not, so 
cannot state what was said or done, 

63* Wes the examination a general or local one. State fully what 
was done st this examination* 

I cannot say, 

64*- 65, Did you or the doctor examine the feet? What was the 
condition of the feet? 

I cannot say if the doctor examined the feet. ! did 
not. 
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67. describes fully the marks, bruises or wounds on the 
head, body end legs, 

Answered in question 44. 

What in your opinion could or did cause these various cuts, 
marks, bruises or wounds, G-ive reasons supporting conclusions. 

Cannot say. 

When you arrived on the scene where the body was found, was 
a revolver shown to you? 

17 o, 


If not, hor was it explained that no revolver was found? 

I cannot say. 

Had Edwards s revolver? -Describe it. 

I do not know, but was told he possessed a small pistol. 

73, 74. Who cleaned it? Was it usually kep’loaded? /mere did 
it usually lie? Was it in its usual position when you 
entered hit: room that morning. 

Cannot say. 

Who had access to hie room? 

His boy had access to the room, 

Was it easy to get into the room without disturbing the 
other occupants of the house? Explain how. 

Yes. His room being on the 1st Floor it could be quite 
easily entered without disturbing other occupants of 
the house, as there were no doors closed to prevent 
access. 

Were you called as a witness or to give evidence as to his 
mental conditions during the inquest? If so, describe the 
pro oeedings* 

Yes, I was called to give evidence on Friday. 7th 
ftey and was admitted to the court at 7,30 p,m. remaining 
under examination until 11,30 p.m, I was sworn-in as 
usual, and a number of questions were put to me by the 
County Attorney and members of the Jury. 

Did you hear at any time that a revolver had been produced 
at the Court of Enquiry? Who told you? When did he tell you? 
Where did he tell you? what did he say and what was hie 
manner in the telling? 

(a) Yes, (b) Dr* bchneldenberger. (o) Cannot recall 

exactly the time but it was after the proceedings had 
terminated* (d) In my office, if I remember correctly, 
(el He said that he had seen the Foreman of the Jury/the 
Eev.Dr.W.C.Cummings, with a pistol in hie hand trying 
whether any of the bullets found in Edwards bedroom could 
be placed in the muzzle of it, and he also states that 
the pistol was in s very rusty and dirty condition. 


. 
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Was e bullet found? By whom? When? 

The Doctor reported finding a bullet in Edwards' head 
when he made the post-mortem* 

Were you present when it was found? 3f so what v.as said at 
the time. 


Ho. 

Bl* Describe the bullet. Was it at all dented or marked? Could 
you identify it again? 

I did not see it. 

BSi What became of the bullet? 

I do not know* 

83, Were the safes, office books, etc. in proper order and condi¬ 
tion on the Saturday night and on the Monday morning? Describe 
where they were kept and who had access to them. 

The safes, book:, etc. were fill in apparent good order 

and condition. 

B4p Where did kr. Edwards usually carry his personal and office 
keys? 


I do not knov * 


85 - 88. Were they found in their uscal place? If not, where were 
they found. Who found them? When were they found, ^escribe 
the"receptacle in which they were found. 

Before he would tgree to making a post-mortem, Dr. 
Schneidenberger Insisted upon going through Edwards' room 
for the purrose of finding the pistol. In a drawer amongst 
some clothes was found an envelope containing keys, but 
these I took to he the duplicate keys of my rooms which 
were kept by the agent, and no further consideration was 
given to them. Two days later, it was found that these 
were actually keys of Edwards' office and safe* 

89. ftlieie did this receptacle come from? 

It was an ordinary bu iness envelope* 

90. What became of this receptacle? 

I have it with the various documents relating to the 
mat ter, 

91. Who was present when the keys were found? what was said? 

There were irecent. Dr. ^chneidenberger, Mr. «almsley, 

Mr. Barrow, Mr. taller, -.ra. Morris said myself. On tearing 
this envelope open, end merely giving the keys a casual 
glance, I remarked to I'rs. .v.orris to the effect that those 
were t rob ably the oli keys of my qu r ters upstairs, and she 
agreed with this, as it v,us our custom to place them in a 
plain envelope similer to that then found. The next 
morning, when the Jury made i, thorough examin.tlon of the 
room, h 11 feey r ot ml e re &iven to me * 
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Who was Mr, Edwards 1 medical attendant? 

Dr , 3 ohn e i denbe r ge r, 

How frequently and how recently had he been treated by the 
doctor? 

I cannot say how frequently, but understand that the 
Doctor had attended him quite recently for some minor 
complaint* 

Were Mr, Edwards 1 relations with the doctor ^uite friendly? 

If not* give reasons for the contrary, with the history etc* 

As far as I know Mr* Edwards 1 relationship with the 
doctor was dilate friendly, outwardl; , though I know 
that Edwards did not care for t. e doctor. 

Was there any other European Assistant working with Lr.Edwards? 

Yea. 

How long had they b en together? 

About 15 months, 

What was hi^. name* age, nationality and other antecedents? 

henneth Waller, Age* about 8, British, 

Why hed he left the employ of Messrs, 7 . ,D.Woodin & Co.? 

At the time of the incident referred to, he had not left 
tht employ of W.h.Woodin & Go,, but tendered his resigna¬ 
tion a few days later. 

What did he do after leering? 

He vent somewhere into the interior in the direction of 
ebbo, but I do not knov on whet business * He had a 
shortage in his ptock and cash of ;uat under i:600 end 
he had promised to pay about half of it by the end of 
July* but ] understand he has rot yet paid anything. 

Where was he s t the time of the death? Wat he called as & 
witness? 

(a) I assume he was in the house where he lived, as he 
had left the Company's house, 
fb) No. 

Had there been any friction between him sne Mr, Edvards? 

If so* give full history of the case. 

Yes. there had been some friction owing to Weller enter¬ 
taining certain people some of whom were not approved of 
by Mr. Edwards, who was of course laller’s senior in the 
business, Edwards deciding that if Waller wished to 
entertain these pot pie he should do to in hie own room 
end not in the general living room.. Apparently Waller 
objected to Edwards' decision on this subject so he left 
our house and hired s smell house on the Cape, 
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State what. If any, motives you can see why he should commit 
suicide or why any persom should wish to do him any bodily 
harm though without necessarily killing him* 

I do not now of any reason whatever why Edvards should have 
committed suicide* and his whole noture and mental attitude 
wee such as to make it very difficult to believe that he 
could do so* Mr, Schne idenbergrr asserts that Edwards was 
neurasthenic and would be likely to commit suicide if he were 
upset. My opinion, and that of his near-relatives* vnd in 
fact all those v.ho had most to do with him* is thst Edwards 1 
disposition end mentality were absolutely to the contrary. 

i_r. Edwards 1 boy told my wife that Edwards had spoken 
to him once* asking had he heard that Hr. Waller sometimes 
went down to the store at night with some of hie acquaintsnces. 
The boy replied that he had heard so, whereupon Mr. Edwards 
recarkea that some night he would go dovn to the store and 
try and catch these people there. 

I might mention here that immediately after the death 
of Edwar-e, Dr. Sohneidenberger informed me that the fEtiwardt) 
had written a letter to hi^ parents the day upon which he 
dies, and had posted the letter to catch the 5.5* "Bodnant " 
on lay * rd. Some time later, fir* Sohneidenberger repeated 
this to me. I have made enquiries from Edwards 1 relatives 
end find thst no such letter has been received by either his 
parents or any oth r relative. I cannot understand Mr, 
iehneidenberger 1 s reason for making this statement* 
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I am directed b; Secretary sir uster» Chrambcrlein 
to acknowledge receipt of and to thank you fee your letter 
of thr *;V cltjro regarding th death of i r. *.L.Sdwerde. 

I an to e d that r • ^odgrr's eepecjtl at tent. or, 
being dr&tn to the con idcr tlone which ’to urge in 
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your letter 
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Your obedient j-rv>nt. 
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I 1 . ^ orris, Kst,, 

C/o i.-.c8ir«, ff* I), r'oodin a c Company United, 

*’ *V- 

Africa House, 

, ■ C • 8 • 



..ingcWGy, 







TtLf£jA«|tri$ 

ELDER CAf*C PalHAS 

■ hi replv please 0UO-£ 


DfPAST «£NT 

AL: tv'« WUS1CATI0«S TO 0 6 ADOflt SSEQ 
tO trt* COMPANY 



Confidential 


ji(jy^ 


Dear Mr ledger, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th.ultimo marked 
926-26-133. 

I am sorry I left your first letter at home. My wife will 
probably send it out to me when she gets home from the Islands. 


I am only too anxious to give you any information I may have 
which night satisfactorily c*ear up the masteries connected with the 
death of the late Mr.A.L.Edwards. 


Revolver. The only confirmation I have been able to obtain of my 
recollection regarding the possessor of this article is the fact that 
Mr.Barrow remembers hearing Mr.Morris state that he had been told the 
same thing by Mr.F. I am sorry I could not swear to the information 
having been given to me, although I feel quite sure. 


.Liberian Girl . I knew Mr .Edwards had a girl friend named Alice Stevens. 
#*ut 1 never saw the lady until some days after he cied.when she was 

pointed out to me. I have never spoken to her. I have no recollection 
of her passing us the night before ho died, nor of any notes^ being passed 
Regarding the possibilities of a oall, I think Mr .Grey lias this matter 
in hand, j 


Condition of body. I never approached more than a distance of four or 
five yards of the body before* it was remove!-. Mr .Barrow and I held the 
head part, and Mr.Jailer the foot part when placing the body in a coffin 
the night of his death. It was not at that time rigid because I distinct 
-ly remember the head falling back over my arm. My recollection of the 
body as it lay on the rocks is that the attitude was as in swlmmimg. The 
right arm bent horizintally from the body, and the left also bent but 
inclined towards the body. I never saw the body touched until putting 
it in the coffin, ./hen I left the rocks the Liberians and Mr..ValIer and 
Dr.Schneidenberger were there and I never saw it again until night. I 
had rather a lot of work to do that day which I did in a very comotose 
sort of way. It was only an after thought which made it appear to me 
the mafks might have been caused by*flogging*. j|y impress ion may of 
course have been wrong. Yours faithfully 
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3. M. Consul General « Charge d'Affaires, 
British Legation, 

LOlHtOVlA. 


...ear air, 


Late Lr. A. L. Sdmrd. 3 . 






I aii in receipt of your3 of 19th uctober, anu give the result of 
my enquiries on the points you raise. 

1 find that the Liberian girl you mention, Alice oteven3> wae not 
once in the house during the time . r and L'rs. orris were in Cape Palmas. 
;,;r . Edvards' own steward boy was absent on leave, and ais place was taken 
by the boy from Fle'oo, Johnnie. 1 have seen this boy and this is the story 

he gave me. 

Jn the Sunday evening, before ~r Ldwards 1 return, he mads t-ie bea 
as usual and folded the pyjamas and put them on the bed. . r-Cowards came ■ 
back, and Johnnie assisted at the table at dinner, .-.f'ier helping to clear 
away, ha went to Ir. idwards room to say 'Cood-night 1 ..r jidwards was t.'.on 

dressed as he was at dinner, and seemed to be preparing to go to bed, and 
instructed Johnnie to cone early next morning and bring a cup of tea, as he 
was going to the store to take stock. In the morning he did not find .,r. 

Lawards in the room, and the bed had not been used* Johnnie thougnt idwards 
had gono to work, and sent the pantry boy with the tea to the store ■ x’he 
pantry boy returned, not luiving met huwards, and it was then _r „orris ,_;ct 
to hear of his absence. Johnnie says the room was just as he left it the 
night before - lump burning bed made, pyjamas folded, and tne coat tnere. 
fhe slippers were missing, and the shirt Sdwarda was wearing, a etripeu one 
he 2ms not seen since the Sunday night, when advjards v.us wearing it. .0 
•■oman came to the house that night, and he is quite sure on this point, and 
says she was never in the house after the arrival of . r. & ~rs. Morris, he 
is very emphatic in the statement that the bed had not been toueneu, ana 1 
cannot trace the source of the rumour that it liad. 

ith reference to the revolver, as it happens, 1 had heard t.iat 
Fredericks had said he had picked it up, and a day or two before 1 got your 
letter, I asked Fredericks about it. He emphatically denies having said any 
such thing, ./hat he may have said was that it was strange no revolver was 
picked up. un the other land * r ..alnsley says that ^though ne was u, set a- 














... 3.3'. Consul General 
i»0:iH0VIA. 


Charge d 1 Affaire3. 



a/Li/26. 


the tine, he has a distinct impression that Fredericks said he had picked 
up the pistol. 

jjj. .arrov.3 gays » recenc-cs dsfiuitsljF told iiim ruid j-r hcrris tn.-* 
he had picked up the revolver, hut, as i say, Fredericks now denies taru 

he even saw a pistol. 



/ours faithfully. 





Form Ref. No, T. 78, 




m 


LO 


W. D. WOODIN & CO., LIMITED. ^ 0 HOV 


: AFRICA HOUSE. KfNQSWAY W.C9 


Yh L*f)H*PMtC AcORLftt I 

S*lA£ F£ LL," Lohpqn, 

This tetter refers to 
Department No,.....**,,* 


PROVINCIAL AGENT'S OFFICE, 

MONROVIA, 

CAO IALUAS 

WEST AFRICA. ..:..ovdL’a:r 192 d 


/OS's 


.3.::. Consul-General . Charge d'Affaires 
.ritigii Legation 

Monrovia, 


,j©ar Sir, . . 

I have just heard there were two automatic pistols in Gape Palmas 
at the time of ’ r* ^dYmras* death, r ^awards obtained his from a German 
Steamer through one of the clerks in Messrs ....Goodin* s office - a man 
named Gibson, who at the moment of writing is up the Coast stocktaking. 

Hio evidence of purchase was given in Court* 

Ur Corsson of essr 3 C#, ? *Overbad Ltd, Jape Palmas (who has 
returned fro u furlough) sold Ms pistol beJofe he went on leave to 
Lr taller, late of this Firm, who is al30 out of town at present and 
is not available for questioning- Tills was a small calibre pistol, but 
whether the sane size as that owned by . ,r Edwards, or the same as the 
cartridges found in r CdwardF* room, lit Corssen is unable to say* 



Yours faithfully, 
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letter, ait* after a neetia;. 


W»L It ■ 


t-3 


to s30 I!r 15 &Y»urds aliva* Mr 'Jalnsla; 


0VJ , ■■*! o *~f£| ■*'£}; : Q ** '* ji'iQ JLair V « _ -.A- _ ■ 9 J I 

(who returned to Cape * almas last week) and fir arrow, * give the heat 
answers I can arrive at to your questions, several questions j. cannon 
r@t aaewersd at all* 

i h& various keys* sons in a sun* a tisd wit a string and 3v...- 
loose, were found on top of the chest of drawers in the bedroom, ^ome 
of these belonr to the doors of the house, ana some were odd keys for 
vhie h j. have not been able to find locks, -hese keys were simply looked at 

ana left where found. , . . 

he keys in the envelope afterwards proven to be -ane business 
>a-g . including the safe key - and were found in a drawer under some 
'of r dwards* clothes, fhe envelope was a small commercial envelope as 
used in the business, fhe envelope with the keys inside was returned to 

the place lots^o^keys were found on the second search being 

nude, but i cannot find out who handed then to -r -orris. 

0 r o of the business books found in his room naa been senw up 
to the house on the Saturday by ,.r. Awards, uno of the yard boys carrieu 
them in a small wooden case, r wdmrds on tne ounday morning aoou. 
ten o’clock, went to the office and got some otnero which he carries 
himself. ..bout twelve o'clock on the wunday, r .alnsley saw nin at work 
on the books in his bedroom- :.e then stoppea work ana went to t, ; e office 

for the purpose of checking his cash, ue returned to the nouse in time 

for lunch. 

,r. F-chnidenburger, before the post-mortem, said the hole in 
the forehead was too large to havo been made by a cartridge similar to 
those found in the room. After the post mortem he repeated this remark, 
and continued That is what you wanted me to say isn t it:. -r ...orris 
replied he did not particularly want the doctor to say anything, au. to 
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tell the truth. There wore present ...r. ... J rs. Morris, ..r .lalmsloy and 
j..r- - ..rs. lusli. 


1 have been unable to find anyone who compared the bullet with 
the cartridges found in the room. The County Attorney and .~r Fredericks 
say they sav/ a bullet, taken from one of the cartridges,weighed in chemists 
scales against the bullet found in the head, and although the latter ig 

much misshapen they weighed the sane. 

i have seen the bullet and the cartridges. They are all in the 
possession of the County Attorney. This gentleman is going to . onroyia 
about the 10th Lovoaber, and I have asked him to take these items with 
Viir,-. j for your inspection, and he lias agreed. ..here are in the lot, the 
bullet, three complete cartridges, and the bullet taken from the other 
cartridge for the purpose of comparison. 

I can get no direct information as to the person who ^ave in¬ 
structions to the Jury to search the house, but it is presumed the 
orders earna from the Goroaor- 

.,0 pistol of any kind was found. In the drawer where the carte 
ridges were fouid, only two were noticed on the first hurried search, 
button the more careful search of the Jury, four were discovered, and 
that appears to be the only difference between the two searches. 


The Keys. 


Lon 

The first search was made after dinner on VneXJUnday, and the following 
were present:- Lr. * urs. .orris, hr. -chnidenburger and ..essrs Harrow 

and .lalmsley. 

As already stated the bunch of keys and some loose ones ’..ere found o.i 
a chest of drawers, -«r i.orris discovered those in the envelope among tne 
clothes in the drawer. hr ...orris told me the envelope was placed well 
among the clothes , evidently with the idea of putting the..: m us safe 

a place as possible. , . . 

j ,i*. j„orris took them "to be some old house keys" and did nov give any 

reason for so doing- 

The above named persons mutually agreed that a searen should oe maae of 
the bedroom after dinner on the Monday night, and Lr ..orris conducted 
the search, while waiting for arrangements to be made for the post mortem 

L.r .& LrB. Lorris and 

un the second occasion,/jocxl£^ some members of the Jur^ ..ere present, aiiu 
they conducted the search, and who gave the keys to r orris, i can..ot 

-L C © » ^ 

So far as I can ascertain, the keys were not examines for bloods;ains* 

2 ersonally X have examined them, and can find no trace of blood, even 
on the string, where it would be likely to be found. These keys are all 
in ay possession, and have been subjected to various examinations, bun 
with no result. Of course wo have no special facilities for maki.n b a 
scientific examination. 
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I enclose herewith the trine with which the keys were tied together, icia t.;*s 
I 0033 .isys Icuiid on the chest of drawers, -’lie other keys are necessary, as 
there are no duplicates, -’ho business keys, cf course, have been i:i daily use. 

i ' ... f rnmi V 

iiassrs 3arrow and . almgley boih| agree that the word M Insist u should not have 
boom used vixen referring to the Doctor's examination of the room* It v/as agreed 
unanimously that a search should oe made for the pistol, and it was during t dj 
search that tha business keys were taken to be old house keys. 


gr Lorris found the cartridges* I can get nothing more definite than that they 
-are discovered in a drawer, a:id they were left whore tney war© fornix. The 
interest of the search was centered on the pistol, and when .no pistol was 
found little notice ms t.d:o;i of miscellaneous articles in drawers. 

I have had two interviews with Dr* Schnidenburger, and he is most emphatic in 
his opinion that Hr* Jdwards committed suicide. He makes very little of the 
fact that hr. Bdmrda was to some extent crippled in his right hand, and 
points out he still had his left hand. The marks on the back, the .octor 
contends, were simply scratches caused by the body falling on t.ie rocks after 
the shot- This is not the view of Lasers Barrow .,almsley, wno state that 
the marks looked like weals left after blows from a rope or a stick, kith 
reference to the wound in the forehead, Lr.Sc.inidcm burger says there wu one 
hole right in the middle of the forehead, and on his first examination it 
appear©- to ] v™ that a larger bullet had caused it* tne pos^ mortem no 
came to the conclusion that the shot being fired at close rang© iiad caused a 
larger hole by expanding on the bone* fhe skin round the wound ms blackened 
bv povvder. I enclose copies of the two documents sent by the ^octor, of which 

most likely you have copies already- 

In mw former letter i referred to a Liberian who passed the remark 
t hat.. r-Td wards would come to a sticky end. flus men's na .10 is John Tucker 
uxid he is employed by the Tire stone Co* aw Gibambu, 20 miles from hero. 
the moment however he is in Monrovia acting as Clerx in the nouso 01 ..©present’ 

atives. 

Lasers barrow & Talsigley 
were not called to giva evidence* 

Yours 


£>Q£,g 2 .Y 0 £j summonses to attend z:io inquest, but 



T enclose two snapshots of the spot where the body was found. 
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* Harper, -r.^pe ialmas, Hay 5 th 19 *±&* 

fbe County Attorney, L&ryland County 

Caps i almas* 


6ir, 

x have the honour to sumbit herewith my meuicai report of the i ost i^orte^ 
Of late Edwards, ^gent ^essrs ..u*J oodin, ^ape xaliias. 

Un _ay 4th 1935, 3.3 o a.m. * examined the body of the said dvrirds* 

ihore were on the head several marks and bruises, all of them only 
penetrating the skin and caused after death, except one round hole in the 
middle of the forehead that load gone through the skin and through the skull* 
this hole liad a diameter of 7.65mm and appeared as a hole caused by a bullet- 
Che rim of the hole was slightly burnt* l therefore made a * ost * ortam of 
the head and founH that there was a channel from this hole on the forehead 
passing and destroying part of the ,*yrus ^ rental!s ^etiianus of the brain, 
then the Art aria ^arotis Interna, the binus Oavernoaus, the ^ervi uptici 
and the Hypophysis xlsnda and 1 found a bullet on the <uorsun ms11&s lUrcica© 
on the end of the channel* Chis was a brass pistol bullet nickel plated of the 
caliber 7*65 eei. 

(HOIK- in the original typing the sixe of the bullet is given as 7*35 
(but this is struck out by a pen and 6.55 written in./ 

Chis bullet has caused immediate death as it had destroyed some utmost 
vital parts of the brain, fhis bullet must have boen fired from an angle of 
cn* 3 sj degrees above the horizontal line, it means that only a person much 
higher located than the Cate Edwards co .Id have shot him or what is more 
probau^e as the hole on the surface load a burnt rim ^which proof s\that fthe 
bullet liad been fired from a very close distance} that ^chmrds shot him¬ 
self . 

ihere were no other signs either of disease or abnormality on or in the 
skull, the body further on did not show any other signs either of disease or 
violence* A few marks, long cuts and bruises on the back were causae after 
death, most probably by fall over sharp rocks* 

As being entrustod with the medical care ex the white employees of ^ossrs 
. J...oodin kjO * wtd, uapa x almas, 1 may add here that for about the last 
past six weeks i have observed that the late a* L-Ed wards vms suffering from 
neurasthenia. ,my slight emotion that on a normal brain would not Irave had 
xivj deeper effect, may have induced him to commit suicide. 

l am of the opinion that the late a. L*Edwards bag co^attod suicide 
v;ith his own pistol while of un30U2id minde- 

tSigned) xAOl K* SCHi:inSU3URGEH 

» filtS U » 4 r ciC 1/ * 
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Republic of Liberia 
Maryland County. 


.cirper, Cape i almas. 
...ay 7th. 1935. 


D 2 C L A A A TI ON. 


♦ 




.2 IT A3USU32.USD, That I, the undersigned, do hereby s$ certify that since 
the preparation and filing of my nodical report of the . ost Lortea ex a ai a - 
ation of tiie late !.r. A.L.2d*ards, which was performed at the request of 
the County Attorney for Maryland County, acting on behalf of the Covemmenl 
of Liberia, and in conjunction of the wishes of the Coroner of Maryland 0 
County and his Jury, now holding inquisition over the death of the said Ijf* 
A.L.£dvards deceased, i iiave in their presence weighed the bullet extracted 
from the norsuii „ellae Turcicae of the head of the late —r• Ldwards, and 
which undoubtedly entered by my of the forehead passing and destroying 
pai’t of the Cyrus Lrentalis ..edianus of the brain, then the uyrus inferior 
then the .-.rteria Carotis Interna, the jinus Caverno bus , ^tae ..ervioptici aid 
the hypophysis .-lands, and compared the weight of one of the bullets extra® mu 
fror. a cartridge found in the room of the said ...L.Cdv.ards deceased, and 
find then to be identical, to wit; 6,33 rani in size - one being no larger 
than the other, and thereby confirming ay professional opinion that the i 

late A. L.Cdivarde comaitted suicide by shooting hiraseli with nis ovju pistol 

whil 9 of unsound raind. 

..fitness ray hand the dam and year 
above written 

iSigned} raLL H* &CHHIDE2'!3URC5ER 

ualified -euic.il .petitioner 

Sworn and subscribed ta before 
me the undersigned Coroner for 
..aryland County, at the Coroners' 

Jury rooa, in the City of .:urper, 

County and Republic aforesaid, 
this seventh day of Lay ...D. 1926. 

t Signed} JOHN Yt. HO-AID 
Coroner for ..aryland County, i.L. 
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Dear Ur Ledger, 

1 am sorry to be 30 indefinite in some of my replies to 
your queries, but you will readily understand how the people to ..iiont ^^ 
can apply for information v;ere upset at the tins and were not quite so 
observant as one would like. I hope you gent a copy Of this lot of 
’Uestions to Hr. ■ orris, as both* Barrow and Vfalmsley think he could gi-.e 

4 

uore information on the points you raise titan they can. « 

I am inclined to think, fro;., my examination of the fatal 
bullet and the cartridges found, that they oolong to the same pistol. 

Sven then, of course, there is no proof that Edwards fire., the shot. 

It would be a good thing if some one with re 1 authority could come down 
hero and make a thorough investigation. 1 am sure 3 on 3 thi very near 

the truth could be arrived at. 


I expect to be in Monrovia in about three weeks 
Trust you and mr * j.rs* t.ills are fit. 











Jr H 0 T 0 G R A F H S 






fhe photographs, taken hy hr. harrow, giva two views of the rock on which 
the burnt matches were seen. Immediately at the foot of this rock the body 

was found and I have marked the position with a dot for the head and a cross 

£ 

for the feet. On the land side there is the small bay seen in the picture 
and on the other side of the rock there is the sea. 
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] ith reference to your letter of the 8tfc 
inetent to I r Ledger 1 am fomrxding herewith 
ne Certifies Copy of the entry in the Register 
of Deaths kept p.t this Office relative to the 
ete )’x /lbert .Leonard J dv &rde. 

5/- -The Consular Fees amount to live Shillings 

-- for which bur I a. enclos ng a receipt. 1 

wo. Id be glad if you could nu-ke the remittance 
to this .fiIce as soon as convenient. 


1 am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 













H.T. i Is 
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enera V.u, \ oodin & Co.Ltd., 

MONROVIA. 
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H.B.K. Consul General £ Charge d'Affaires, 

Monrovia, 




Dear Sir, 


71b have received a letter froni Lr* R. D, Morris the following 
being an extract therefrom;- 

Rtff. Late A, L* 3d-Tarda , I brought home all particulars * together 
with the Death Certificate etc* and the Dr, and Cr, notes etc* to post art ny 
arrival. At Las Palms the 4, Addah ,f ms just coming in and would deliver her 
mail three days before ours, so I posted the letter there fur her* It has not 
arrived, and I understand the whole bag of mail sent on board there has gone 
astray* Please get another copy of the register, and send it to Head Office, 

We shollbe extremely grateful if you woull let us have another 
copy of the register so that we can carry out Mr* Morris*8 instructions. 

Please lot us have note of your charge for this copy, and oblige. 

Yours very truly, 
for It* D. v.oodin & Co, Limited* 
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Africa Hsiue 


Kings r:iy, 8 - NOV* 1926 

Lando». (a 
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Dej.r T.'r Lodger, 

T received yoursi of Ar::? J 21si jr Sejtr 17th,but hare not been 
■vc_i erioogh to jo into air-t’iiT ;; since comir.j h .r.c . Ol.lv this lost wo«k hav. T 

had a few day3 without^the atte n ©4 doctors. And:the worst of it is T do 
not thir.h they have dune ae a bit of rood. 

regard to Edwards. As you 3ay.it is probably looking for 
trouble to re-o^er. the enquiry, and .. rsor liy I have‘had quite ©rjii-h trouble 
over tms matter, • 

I Have rot gone into this natter with my Ccrporation yet,nor 
have I been able to see Edwards*s relatives, sr> cannot answer your question about 
a rovrard* I will therefore leave the matter until I get to sob our people 

in London sone tine next v, eek, * A 

X 

it ly Eduards should have committed s "iciiejneither do X knov of any reason why 
anyone should have d|gjjred hie death. One can only speculate* But I would" have 
liked Schneider) -ywliy he was so positive Edward^ Itted suicide 

before the body had been examined, Thy he (Schneidonborjjer) Insisted on seeing 
if Xi.r’is pistol sr.o is his room Vforr he cot Id i the ?uf— jy, Ho*' ha know 

Edwards possessed a pistol# Why he was so anxious to shew that my letters to 
? suffic.leiit to cause him to take his life* Why b© was so positive 

that the bullet fount in Edwards’ Heal vas positively 1aryor and of different 
nako than those found in his room,and yet afterwards reported that it was of the 
sn: e make raid si so. Tny if, as he reported, Edwards was in such a suras 4 u a ic 
di: tion that he might const*it suicide on receipt of an ordinary letter from me 

he did nQt,as medical adviser to the finn t advise me to this effectfand probably 
various other questions. "* . 


However, as mentioned a be v©, X will go more fully into the matter 
after going to London, 


I have asked Clarke to got another certificate from you as, 
unfortunately,the letter containing it and his passport etc.etc,have got lost in 
the post from Lis Palmas whore I/posted it for the ADDAH coming up just behind 
us and landing her mail 3 days earlier than our boat would arrive. 


Kind regards from Vrs TTorris and self, 


Tours s 





If there be no Offioial Stamp, the Name 
of the Office must be written. 



, \ a me of Sender 


































325 - 26-183 

H.T.X. 


BRITISH 00H3HLATB- 
GBHHHALi 

MONROVIA# LIBERIA. 
r7t>i Cotober I32G 


Sir# 

In compliance with the request in your letter 
of the ?^th of September last I an instructed by 
3tL Consul-General to enclose herewith two cert¬ 
ified copies of the entry in the Register of Deaths 
kept at this Office relating to the late r r Albert 
Leonard KIT.VA P)S. 

xhe Consular lose account to Seven Chillioge 
and X am therefore remitting the balance of Three 
Shillings dus to you# is33 postage Sixpence. 

A report conesruing the death of :if Adwarde# 
giving such particulars as wore known and copies 
of doon^epts relative to the Inquest and Coroner f s 
verdict U&b forwarded by this Consulate-Gene ml 
in July Iks! the 'snslon Issue Office P Broward 
Avenue# cton# London W.3, I would therefore 
suggest that you apply there fur further inform¬ 
ation. 


I au# Sir# 

Your obedient Servant# 


rthurriGam * Esq.# 

66 ftest Park /.venue# 

Kew. 


ff.T. ails 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 

LIBERIA. ) f 



To : 
Date ; 


"‘emorandum re A. L.Edwards 
18th. October 1526. 


aeceased. 




Senator Tubman and Colonel Davis 
called to talk matter over. 




Senator Tubman* also lawyer for Toodins at Cape Palmas. 

Saw M r. Edwards frequently. A very fine fellow. 

—r. Edwards had requested that "r. Waller be removed, but iir. 

Morris could not see his way to do sc. 

S. had been worried because of constant shortages almost monthly, 
memory wa3 very bad. "“e had been kb own to pay the stune amount 
twice over. 

'Jfcen the Senator & Dr. Dorris opened and went through the 3afe they 
found that credit advances had been made to some tiling between £800 
& £1000 to native chiefs* aginat promises to pay in produce. This 
was strictly against orders. 

”r» Dorri 3 was about to leave for Monrovia and had advised Dr. E. 
he would check over the cash on the Don day. 

A Liberian girl with whom E. was friendly had written and received 
at least tv/o notes that day or evening. 

In one note E. had asked her to come round and 3ee him that night ae 
he was going away to Tabu the following day. 

Senator T, Had seen the two notes from E. and was satisfied that the 
girl had not gone round to see Edwards that Sunday night. 

On one occasion at the request of E. the Senator had advised one 
Thomson not to go near Deborah Villa again. 

He had never heard that'Dr. Fredericks had found a revolver, ^r. P. 
was one of the jurors* 

A he bullet extracted from the head and one from the cartridges found 
in 2 'a room were weighed at the inquest and found to be identical. 

The Doctor's error was evidently caused by the flattening of the 
bullet by contact with the bone which made it appear larger. 

The marks on the back were caused by barnacles, prickles still being 
in .the wounds. 

The body was actually covered by the waves and at high tide must 
have been completely covered. A search was made for a revolver. 

The coat was hung over the back of a chair in the bedroom, the pyjamas 
were neatly folded and the bed turned down. The trousers were torn 
and one ocket pulled out. 

The Senator noticed no matches on the rock nor any sign of a struggle 
in the grassaxuBOCK on the cliff above. £ or 300 people must have 
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have crov/ded to the place. 

RIGOR Mortis. 

Dr. Davis agreed that in many cases which, he had seen 
sons committing suicide by shooting their brains out and 
soldiers shot in the trenches through the foiniead that death 
was instantaneous and rigor mortis immediately set in, the 
revolver or rifle remaining clutched in the hand, the thighs 
knees and arms so rigid that the ligaments had to be cut before 
the body could be put in the coffin. 

However immediately falling into the sea while the body was 
still warm might have caused it to relax. 

The body having been carried some distance from the place 
where it fell by the tide. 

A dead body did not normally float until the lapse of a 
week or 9 days. From the description of the rocks where 
the body wa3 found it would seem almost impossible for the 
ordinary tide to have brought the body there or t o have carried 
it from among the rocks round the point. 

Ho evidence was produced tliat he had ever contemplated 
suicidei or nad left anything to explain it or as to what was 
to oe done with hi3 effects etc. 

ihe Senator had no idea why neither ^r. Barrow nor Hr. 
V/almsley were called to give evidence as to his mental con¬ 
dition or of ally possible reasons for committing suicide. 


Senator Tubman, as a result of hi3 investigations felt 
convinced that Edwards had committed suicide 
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BRITISH LEGATIGK* 


26-163 


HCHROVI At LIBERIA* 


CKL 


19th October 1926 



Bear Mr Grey* 

Thank you for your letter re ;:dv/ards* I 
understand that the note was brought froij a Lib* 
erian girl friend and that Edwards hail asked her 
to acme round that night* can you obtain positive 
proof that she did com round or did not do eo? 

I ay told that the bed was turned down and the 
pyjamas folded and that it had ovary appearance of 
not being used that night* 

Lid the boy at * lebo eey if lie made the bed 
In the morning or wii&t made bins think there had 
been a woman there that night? 

llis coat io said to hafoo been hung tidily 
over the back of a chair* 

Can you find out* without alaraiag anyone* 
one or two eitnooaee that Fredericks found a rev¬ 
olver or were told by him that he had done »o* 


Yours Faithfully* 


C *jC*IfCdger 


Qrty Esq,, 


V«S» tf/oodln k Co,, 
CAFE PALHAB* 




1 8 QCT 1926 

T.Htjv* 11 DDIBA tT , 

at Soa, 

1G th» 0 c t o’: er, 10 6, 

Dear :. ,r*Ledger, 

t receive,! your letter relating to tl e late r.r. A * L, Ed ward b 
-- itle J was hone on leave, end intended Tying!nr It on hoard -nth 
ne to answer * I regret I inadvertently left it behind, fant T 
nill endeavour to respond to the questions raised, 'rom nenory. 

I do not think deceased regularly carried a walking stick 
although he might occasion*' ly have done ho .hen taking * eonatit- 
-utlonal. T cannot now recollect whether he carried a stick on the 
nig'nt before death. 

The Doctor regularly carried a stick -hen out walking. 

The day before he died, ;r. dwards called for ne at my house 
and together we called for ur. 'arrow of the Cavalla Riv 3 r r.o td* 
Vhe three of us walked as far a 3 the Ceswterv and then aodoor^'d 
to hr. ’arrow’s for a drink and chat there. ' essrs. undock end 
Flood joined in wjth us. Deceased and I left about 8.15 o.-. 
and parted at my house door about 8.30, tohen he left to dine* 
with i r.-l !,'rs.l.D.r.orria at i.e srs. .‘oodins’. rhar’nr- the Vbnin 
of this time I have never seen him in better spirits.' .* 

I never observed anything in hi* demeanor to indicate anv 
tonfianey to suicide. “lie news of Ms death next morning ca e to 

■3 as a “neat shock. he had previously told me he was fioo 
snort in Ms Cash which he had made up by charging to bis ora 
personal a count . Vo mention was ever made regard 1 ’ ng the 
numerous other irregularities and shortages which (f understand! 
T»ar0 aftervard-G dl s ?ov^r^d* 

On the morninr "dwarfs died, r.R.F. orris called in mv of^co 
and told me ‘.e had never been seen since the night before, fearoh 
patt'es were .sent out, and the body was discovered about If." a,mV 
at the foot of the rods on the forth side of the fane, almost * 
at the end. It was ch.est downwards with the head a little on 
one side and posed In an altitude as in swimming. I observed 
the face appeared badly scraped, and there were “our or five' 
stripes on the hack which, to me, it appeared night ' ave beer. 

Caused by flog-ing. •’ever*! Iberians and others were present 
Then I arrived, as well as the "octor and vr.K. Waller. The 
Doctor said death must have occurred sore six hours ^ f '?ore, T 
left mediately. The body was brought to the premises of" ensrs 
oodirts’ a little while after. 1 have an idea' that sometime 
during the morning, a r.Fredericks informed me that he had found 
the revolver, but I as too much upset to be quite certain about 
tills. I understand that he afterwards denied having seen it. 

-'or a long time before death, deceased never assoc^ ~ted with 
his assistant (lir .Tfaller), being of the opinion ho was * rotter. 

I know that Ddwards worried a good deal about Ti'cller’s general 
conduct. For some months, 'Taller rented a separate house. ' 

Reviewing everything that happened, I am of opinion that 
awards committed suicide by jumping from the rocks into the 
sea, and shooting himself simultaneously; hoping to be washed out 
to sea, but got washed bncli on to the rocks. , 

I snail be in Monrovia on Sunday/; onday, when T should be 
only too pleased to give you any further information wbi-c "von 
think would be useful. 


Yours faithfully. 







ccbtideftiau 


BRITISH ISGATIittr 
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l GUROV LA* LIBS IA 


0->'X 


19th October 1026 


Dear x ^alis cloy, 

nmz\k you for your latter of t,i© loth ro the 
death of 'ir i%*L, Ldwsxdbi* 

I am sorry you raialaid ray letter, but you have 
given m the chief point®# 

I iiave heard before that a ix Prederioka ail 
found i* reifolvor* Cmr* you find a second person who 
knows this &a a fact and not from hear-esy* Ileaae 
be discreet 1 b enquiries so a® not to frighten Hr 
r i^cdoricke as it would be inoat useful to recover 
that revolver* 

Could you alao give the name of Edward® 1 Lib¬ 
eria girl friend, who passed you and Vr dwurds 
that evening and between who- note® paused that 
night? Can you find out if ohe went to sea him 
on the Sunday night* 

Was tl e body quite stiff and if *o in what 
position \rcro the arms? 

bee any difficulty ejqpcrimiced in straight¬ 
ening out the body? „ 


& f *^*^7 



Yours kmithfUUJt 


C*J .Ledger 


T .aiir^aley Lae** 










In 

ee.Wes* Park Anemic! 92 ®’ 
Kew, Surreif.y , 

f ‘Zj y^>' 
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File 183 


18th. October 1926. 


Sear Colonel Davis* 

In order to refresh Senator Tubman's memory and to 
show him the points on which I am anxious to get information 
and have discussed with Mr* Barclay I am e no losing from 
my files the following documents* 

•a* Suggested Interrogatory for Dr* Schneidenburger* 

• tj. questions sent to £ngland for Mr* Harris to answer* 

• c* Joints disousaed with Mr. Barclay on the 28th. of August* 

• d* Dotes on a letter from Mr* Gray giving extracts from 
diary kept by Mr* Morris. 

If you see no objection will you please have these sent 
to the Senator and ask him to bring them back with him when 
you end he come out this afternoon * 


f 
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CKL 


iSth ctber 19S6 


Your jicelloncy 

lurthar to your note 946/^ of tiis A7th of eptember 
mi 4 previous o.jrroor#4n4 ncc in connection with tluo 
death of Ur A*L* I4nrdfli I hay* the honour to elate 
tfr fft V 1 |jgvo received the foliowing Information from 
r ray of Cm falisas* 



so for as the m&ories of he i*©plt vho mm 
here at the time will carry them# the night of the 
^nd of ' ey* Sundryi we fine hut a fetorm broke in Cvs 
early hours of llonday* After daylight it wan fine* 

3* I joiye elso been tola t at while r cHard* 
was at dinner with I3r and • ra Morris# a letter or 
note was brought in for his* by a boy who was told to 
take it to : r i dward’o room* t would seem that tills 
note was not discovered subsequently* £o far as r 
Cray er:i leem there ‘?ae absolutely no reason why r 
TSdtverdQ should Ir re cone down to the tose In the 
mi dole of the night* There is a night wsdehruin on 
duty and there ie no ou/reotion either that he left 
his post or sent anyone to carry a message to :Y 
Inwards# 

4* further to paracraph 6* of Wbf s*j). 91 of the 
25th of September fctr Grey confirms that shore were 
mtehe* on the rook oh ore tfec spot where the body 
was found. The matches were on the top of the rod 
and the ^cdy a little lower down* hr iusli supports 
thio statcrant of Mr :arrow e’*u they both t*nim 
that the natch-sticks were white. A box was tluo 
there but they did, not notice the brand* Bern of 
the matches b*<* been used and some were unlimited# 
as though they had fallen out of t:;e box* :r Sh¬ 
ards was a cigarette choker but no trace of cigar- 
ettos wao s ecu* 

6. hr Gray lias learned that X ^dwardo lied obj¬ 
ected to the parties held by UW uslier in eboreh 
VlllSf The v oodin resld nee* tJid that r tiler had 
than gens to lire elsewhere* One iix Thomson* a ilb- 
er*an and formerly in the deploy of .osars oodli# 
at Cape l almas* h ad also been warned not to come 
to t -iC house sc Lin* 

C* ior .uaii states tii&t his wife noticed and 
pointed out te Mr Hardy# who is in c arge of the 
orphanage* that tho turf ebove tho rocks was tom 
up *nu had the appeprance of a struggle having tnken 

place/ 




His xcollenoy 

Th. ecrotsry of ti-tc 

of t^io i.o ublic of Uberl«» 
Ospertncnt of tete» 

ffiOEP.V XA • 
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KQEROVIA, LIBERIA. 

15th October 1926 
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having taken place. 

7. * 1th regard to the difference in calibre qf 
the bullet I have been adviced tliat 6.3^ mi anal 7 t 65 mm, 
are two of the atend&rd calibrai of German revolvers 
and that a man of irr Schneldenberger f a experience 
should not have made each an error as lie did in hie 
conflicting xost or|em report 


S» n view of the fact that the Coroner*a Inquest 
was public I have the honour to request that 1 may 
have a copy of the evidence end reasons for the dteit- 
Ion that Vt Edwards had committed suicide. 

9* It should be easy to compare the bullet found 
in the head with the four cartridges found in the 
drawer in x dwards room and I should be rateful 
if instructions may be given that these four cartridges 
and the extracted bullet be sent by safe j cans to the 
Department of Justice in Monrovia, should this not 
have already been done, 

10* I learn from Hr Barrow that on tiii night of 
the tragedy 1fr Idt-arca 1 steward boy had cone to his 
home and that his place was taken by an altogether 
strange boy, who is i am employed by* the Fire stone 
Company at llebo* fhie boy is known to have acid 
that Ur Edwards 1 bed had been slept on. /vise so far 
as nr Cray ctn learn therd was only’ n sheet on the 
bed. If this Is io that became of the other sheet? 
as » a dwards tied up in his own sheet and carried 
out? 


11. X sudors band also that when a person sheets 
himself tfirough the brain, death is so instantaneous 
that til^ost invariably the revolver regains clutcijed 
in the hoid u d It is often necessary to break the 
fingers in order that the revolver may be obtained. 

12» I an awaiting with great interest to hear 
the results of the investigation by the Law Officers 
of the Liberian Government and wish to thank you for 
your co-operation in this case and to avail myself 
of the opportunity to eonvey to Your Excellency the 
asetranoe of my highest consideration and respect. 


I have the honour to be 
Your : xeellency'e 
Vest obedient Servant* 


His Excellency 

The Secretary of ftate 

of the a public of Liberia, C*K. Ledger 
Department of State, 

MOHR VIA * 
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OFFICE, 
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can find out chy Hr Tdvr-.rds should visit the store in the niddle of the 

mtchman is on duty, and -Shard is no hiwt tha* 


' drt, A ni-jn 



It is confirnad thret there taro matches on the rock above the 
g^ot ^here the body was found. Hr Zusll was tiore, and ho 0 3 aorae of the 
itches had been used, and some wars unljghied as if they had fallen out 
of the box ; but ha did not see the box. Vr Barrow is not sure if any 
matches had ba^r struck, and it looked to him as if the box liad been 
artly opon and liad been dropped, and the rat ekes scattered round it- The 
ox ms there at that time, but Mr Barrow wae so agitated he did not 
tiee the brand, end the sticks were white. .dwards was a cigrette 

snokor but no trace of cigrettes was seen. 

Those are the best answers 1 cur, find to your questions* but «ue 
follcv/ing points have cropped up in t.ie course of finding ine answers 
a;id may orovo of interest. 
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So!:io time before his death, L'r Edwards had objected to Mr halier 
jiaYing a erewd of Liberians in the house, and it us for this reason Ur. 

.Her left Deborah Villa. Among Mr ’waller’s friends was a Liberian 
'Thomson, who is still here, and who used to be employed by Messrs .D.b.&ic. 
It is said Mr Edwards turned this man cut of the house, and told him if 
ho came back again he (Mr Edwards) would shoot him. 

Ur Johnson of tie Eire stone Sc. v.us at ono time on a visit to 
Capo Palmas. He is nor in Monrovia, llr Johnson told Ur baLusley that a 
Liberian had said to him "Mr Edwards will some to a sticky end) 1 Mr Johnson 
was nervous about t.iis remark, but he and i.r ..almslsy dec^-aed it. v.oulc be 
hotter to say nothing to Mr Edwards. Mr b'almsley informed l.r EarrO'j of 
this later. I cannot find out if the Liberian referred to in the above 
paragraphs is ono and th© sans raan* 

Mrs Zusli (who is nor in Switzerland) visited the spot where t.ae 
body was found, and pointed out to Mr dardy, v.*lic *- s —n cnar^e of tne 
Orphanage, that the turf above the rocks v,as torn up, and had the appear-* 
ance of a struggle having taken place. Mr Zulsi confirmed this to me, and 
I am net aware that it cane out in evidence. 

7 rcn the number of facts, statement:; and rumours I have mot in 
the course of asking questions, I am convinced on experienced investigator 
would goon clear up the mystery. 

I shall be pleased to obtain information, if possible, on any 
other points that occur to you. 







\ ■ , ., J 

Mr Barron told me this. 

On the ni^ht of the tragedy Hr Edwards* steward boy had gone to hie 
hone, and his place was taken by a "proper bushmen", who is now employed 
by the Firestone Co at Plebo, about 20 miles from Cape Falmas. 

This boy is known to Iiave said that Hr Tdwards* bed had been slept on, 

i 

and there were siyns that a woman liad been there. Yet when Hr Morris 
examined the room, it was evident the bed had not been used. 

There was only a sheet on the bed so far as I can find out. 

’.Tho chanded the sheet and why? 










27 $EP19$* 

en 




946/D, 


27th September 1926. 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 


Replying to your despatch S.D.91 825-26-193 


dated 25th September 1926, in connection with the death 


of Mr. A. L. Edwards, I have the honour to inform you 


that the subject of your despatch has been referred to 


the law Officers of tho Liberian Government who are 


having the matter investigated 




Thoir reply will be communicated to you in 


due course 


I have the honour to be, 


Mr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 


Your obedient servant, 



/ 



Secretary of State. 


His Britannic Majesty's Charge d 1 Affaires ad interim, 
British Legation, 

Monrovia 


Jl 







325-20-183 


mntzK legation* 
MOHRCVIAp IIEEHIA* 

E-Ith Sc ptcnber 1026 


rear : r Cray, 

Thank you for your letter of the 17th with 
plant and extract a from r orris's Diary, 


The voat Interesting new point 1* that the 
niciit of the 2nd/3rd of Ay waa M oiV'e of moat unueual 
rein and atorwu it i* strange that thi* fact should 
not h^ve been ioentiofaed previously* At i&at time aid 
it h©Kln to rein and etom? 


V-hat oosaible reai'on cun. tliero nave been for 

r Tdwnrda C o‘ have - one out after 11 W <m ® 3 * 

e night ¥ t*ee he inveigled out by u mec or dd ,J 
he '0 round to t u etoru to see ii uj- 1 15 ^oll* 

if n^ nau been out with r.r Barrow and hr clmeley 
from tea-time till nearly 9 p*n. and had been in t o 
of fine * IL the norniiig there must have been something 
unueaal to cause him to go out so !©.%§# ■ 

I near that a number of ::-:t.tones were found on 
t ie rock near the body. 1 ere they used or unusdd? 
fH MvtriU a cigarette or a pipe maker? «r« 

ony ends ol cigerettea or pipe ashes alee around? 

jsr Barclay, the decretory of *tato p ie taking 
the Hatter m with interest and I hope that eerie 
m r* light may mon bo thrown on the affair* 


Yours aithfully p 


l. , - ^or. 


Ir.rry Ovay aq* f 
i rorincial Agent» 

efi-'re *D* t Godin ? Ce, * ltd ■ $ 

iJA&k ?*LttA3« 









■ - £ > 


„ , , _ 





.:r*i 

•' . M 1 < p. 4 1 * j if 
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3J AI:DS, ;.Xbart heonasd (haeaauad) 
.wanes Corporal, 10.115736 
County of London Yftouanry. 

p < > / ! ' • • J/: ; •* 1 ■ v ; •• iV\ 

"urthsr to qy ltttar of the 2?th of July 
(601-^6-133) I ii- TO too hono r to cdii that r 
h. . orria tails me ti at he has paid the fu-'jrcl 
expenses on behind of iemri oodin b Co.* 

..til. and that those expanses will not bo citixod 
frort the estate. 

about 10*30 &*m s at <;*; e j oJUkife* r 
dr^rda* cr< r< * ic to that of one itos9*ll*i'uflk 

and the c»*nd i« the fir f » in perpetuity* 


v\i 






n* t'he funeral took place on i'ueeday the 3rd 






& i 








I have tho honour to be 

six 

Your obedient fervent, 

'V h v 




i:.Led,;ar. 




- ,. • , 4**M$- Si-.' 



., ■■ ,1 • 
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The Controller 

aoneioJi Lboue Office 
iraicyiurd * venue* 
AotCUlf 

LCUlhOli 1.3.1 
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ENSIGN ISSU 

(MINIS'! 



P.I.O. Ref. (Identity) No. 

24955/03/ , Effects. 

«**«•■ ■ ■ mm+ii aba b + + iTdliMI tls ■ b i **■ ■ - B4#fr 




London, W.3. 
igust, 1926. 


Acton, 





Sir, 


He:- EDWARDS, Albert Leonard (deceased) 

Lance Corporal, Go. 115786, 
bounty of L ondon Yeomanry, 

" 11 71 *■ 11 1 

'Alth further reference to this Office letter dated 


16th June, 1926, regarding the case of the above named 
deceased pensioner, I am directed to request you to be 
good enough to refer to the lest paragraph of that 
communication in vihich you were asked to state out of 
whose money the funeral charges were paid. 

As the balance of pension due is being disposed 
of by this Office and as the funeral expenses form the 
first charge against the Estate, will you kindly make the 
necessary enquiries and after your inspection of the bills 
In question, forward the name and address of the person 
responsible for the settlement thereof, should they desire 
to be re-imbursed for the amount expended in this respect. 



It will be appreciated if the matter may 
receive your early attention. 


I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 



Hi3 Britannic flajesty 1 s Consul General, for the Controller. 
British Consulate General, 

Monrovia, 

Liberia, 

: «,est .ifrica. 







Form Ref- Nff, T. 7ft* 
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W. D. WOODIN & CO.. LIMITED 


N t AFRICA HOUSE. KtNGSWAV, W.CS 
AoDmm i 


ShtEI'ELL" UlHDDPf, 


This letter refers to 
Department No . 


(ju^ ■ ** 


PROVINCIAL AGENT'S 



'■ iP 

, * V 

X 


t 

• t 


MONROVIA, 

CAF:2 PALMAS. 

WEST AFRICA, 17 3g^-. t92 


H.3.' .Consul General a Charge cle Affaires, 
British Legation, 

MONROVIA. 


if. 


Dear Sir* 

"ou*- letter of 3rd inst. received hero yesterday. As requested 
I enclose herewith rou,gh map of Cape Fallas, showing the relative pos¬ 
itions of Deborah Villa and the Office and Stores. I have also uarked 
Dr. Schnidenburger's house, and the house in whicn Lr. .aller was sit¬ 
ing at the time of hr Edwards' death. 

Is I was not in Cape Paisas at the time, I cannot speak from 
personal knowledge. I would refer you to a letter of 18th May addressed 
you from "r Clarke, Monrovia, intimating the death and tne circum¬ 
stances. Some details not mentioned therein rmy be helpful m prosecut¬ 
ing your enquiry. 

”r Udwards was found dead on Monday 3rd May after a night. o: 
mf .,± unusual rain and storm. He left no letter of any kind. His business 
koy. nr. found in an envelope in n drawer, his bod had not boon slept 
in Jd his roon nos psrfsotl, tidy. Tbs body when found nos stripped 
SLrt for a pair of tom trousers and a belt. The start he was searing 
on the Sunday evening, his slippers and tbs revolver with disbhtns 
., 0 a have not been found. Hs ssem3 to have worn white soe*s usually, 
*” ot -!-• _ ^ hi dirby linen, nothing can be said on that 

£i£. W ta* trousers was turned inside mt, end the body 

^ narked by laehes.(aseum,d to have boon done by the rocks) 

Dr Schnidenburger at first said that the bullet found in Mr 
rj -t nuch larger than those found in Edwards 

tat c"rds cL^ £ opinion and said the bullet wasa 6.35. 
room. He p0g itivo that Edwards* pistol was not 6‘3|. 

Pour Urt’cJrtiugs. Are found in Edwards' room, but I have been unable 
to find out the calibre. 

The rumour of Mr Jailor's death, libs most rumours, is not 
true. I saw 'Jr Jailer yesterday, and be mu .a.i.j !-■ - ■ - ' 










*• 


HB.li* Consul General £ Charge de Affaires. 
HOMROTIA. 



17/9/26. 


The Cook at Deborah Villa died suddenly on the morning of 
1st. July. The Coroner was informed and an inquest was held. The Doctor 
was called to held s. post-mortem examination, but on viewing the body 
he at once declared it unnecessary as it was certain the cook had had a 
sudden heart seizure, which had caused his death. The cook's Chief and 
relatives were there, and all declared themselves against the enquiry, 
saying he had had many such attacks and on several occasions they had 
expected him to die. 


A Storekeeper for the Firm died on 12th July, but there was 
no enquiry. These are probably the deaths to which you refer. 


T trust this is the information you require* and shall be 
pleased to learn the result of your enquiry in due course. 

Yours faithfully, 







PROVINCIAL AGENT'S OFFICE. 



Dear Ur Ledger, 

•: .; writing -the enclosed, I find I have two copies cf 
the docunent fron which I was taking notes, and enclose one for your 
infcnaatioa. I shall be please . tc know in good tins® the result of 


your enquir y. _j_ 

I an afraid used Liberian Stamps, are just about as 


common a 3 sovereigns in this comer of tna woods 
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Diary of events in oonnectiofi with the den^of 

■R. ALBERT LEQHARD EDVARDS. 


1920. 

Sunday May 2nd 


**«*■# 






( X + rmJt /. C * A>U 


W W WWW - TP' — v 

Everything as usual. !lr Kdrards buoy entering up his cash 
I took to <xk1 of April. I offored to assist in trying to 
discover oono error in a previous nonih,lxrt ho preferred 
getting straight for oonth first. 

r/ith Hr ' alnaley of Fldor'e wo chattod at uiddoy and 
had lunch together about 8 p.n. I v/unt to siesta. 

About % pja.weat to spook to Maoris and found he had 
gone out for hie usual walk with ffitiicro. 

Mrs Harris and l sat alone intil about 9.p.n.wben,Mr ISteards 
not having yet returned,wo ordored dinner, Bdeardo orriaad 
aeon aftor,n eldgiaod for being late, explaining they did 
not start nut until later than usual. On return they oollod 
at .afterwards I'ftrords walked licno with fir 'halaaley. 

rde hod g&od dinner and was in usual j$>od htn -ur* 
Ocr.orol a^aU conversation,tnlkln,; about hot o etc. 
etc.and occasional romt on businooo natters. flow Mr 
Bdi-irda soao ninor instructions for the oerains,Qnd at about 
<4. o’clock the local tioo,wo bid his gaod ni^t ot tho 
dining roor. door as usual. His bodroao adjoins dining rocn 


'j£,. . . • 


During tills tijCjuifo and 
I searchod house. 



, f rea 


At breakfast,Just boforo a a.n. f oent ny aessonger to ash Mr 
Sdrords to sond ay hemoch boororo,ao I was going to tho 
otoro to assist in stocktaking. Boy roturood saying ft 
rdrra ■ds was not to bo soon. %ld hie to go bask ti tlio 
store w’lich was probably closed for the stocktaking* hex; 
heard frwi various oourcoo that nobody had soon ».dnanio that 
norning,and fro?; his poracnal oorvant that ho had not olopt 
in hio" bed that night. I saw the bod and ovoryt-iing in tix 
roon quite undisturbed. X- • is l it t cly f oariig ac icthing 

wrong, I sent too boys aljjng tho river sxdo of the rocks to 
soo if tltoy oould ooo anything,and borrowed a mail crowd 
of boys for El dors,and used a a tall crowd of boys waiting to 
tp to F.Poe.and sent than scouting out all tho way along M 

across to nuoawura Island. Proooodod to Superintendent 
Taney’s house and Infonaod hln of the natter. Ho soon after 

tuncc out on tho road .jost Philadelphia anqttirujg at di..erv 
ont pluoos,but nobody had hoard anything. Hr fafccy inotruc- 
tod scouts to bo scut out to different .kocos. Hofore a'.ovc 
drivo I woo to a hurried letter to our agent to fclo 
if ho Ixxd heard anytliing. Returning, dose to C.Painn aa 
eorwant of Mr Yanoy not uo saying that Mr Echmrdc had boca,; 
found dead on tho rocks opposite the npiirxxry at ttio Cupc t ±; 
i.o.a oouplo of htmdrod yards or oo away Two our houso. 


r 


'ont down to tho rocks and not rmny people,including 
allor. Hr Edwards was lying partly in a pool of water, 
stripped except for a pair of torn treuooro and a His 

face too badly wounded in sovoral rlacoa,a lot of blood 
oosing.ond turning hLaok. A largo wound aoouod in the ce.ti 



























r 




oj- 


4 


of tho forehead, o troro not oi^wod to touch tho b8$y,nnd Ur Hal'' 

had already written a letter to the County Attorney aching for the natter ; 
he attended to. In thie nurrled lottor # Mr > allor wrote that Mr Kdnr.rds had 
disappeared "since 1G«£0 loot evening' ,isouning that woo ahan he was last oo« 
5he Coisrty Attronoy ookee a let ef this,saying that loyally it is a def lito 
stoteoent fm ae that Mr Edwards disappeared at 10,30 p.n.and that m did 
not ante any official hot: ii; tho natior until tie next cord 




twmjw* 


/-ator on,after a scratch jury :»d viewed tho »%tus brought to tho 

' 1/:3 • -■* 1 decided it t» id be rtoJ... to in.vs . l-C : ' • >■;/' colic i 

' —lor.boiyyih i:vl 0800 littio ti . - .. ; 

n.. : insist :co t; ' la ln .0 co i it led ccfcre . -.V. .. r . - 

irnd boon canoe* by a bullet, He fend certainly net boon drained. ^ 

*•- aUor tu.i another tkou unshod the body for burial,and it woo y 
intention to have the funeral at 5,p*a,hut it found lator tint tl» coffin and 
grave eculd net be node ready. About half post oiGfrt.tho coffin was brought 
wvl the body enclosed. Talking with ether : uri-joans licro,nu decided that 
*“ unsatisfactory to bury Fdrards until wo wore <ru.ito satisfied that 

the wound rma roaiiy a bullet wound,so i uant «UUer to negotiate witi the 
n ° Ct# „^* a Bone/ gjrv . Doctcr agreed to do it at ©nee t>,i 
T?.o; (vint to ask our lawyer either to he. .resont or t*> scud on official, lie 

,;uW> oal /f it would not ue cdvuaaolo to do it unlosc the c ranor me there 
and He would got hia. -.. y-. .. - . ■ 

* * ■ 1 ' ■ i ■ ■ 1 1 " * » - . si&La had written tho 

defter requesting tho pest norfeeu but he hod net rocoivod tho letter. 

of arc racking tho eaminatipn i«r.ti«rod,thc doctor Insisted on going 
into Kdcords res. 3 to eon if vs could find a pistol, lone nas found,but t,© 

" rtridjvs wore fourd. Various hoys troro found,but nano wore toJuir to bo 
t 'o business keys, cno unvote x> of boys wore found,but in tic burr they 
tiere ta k en by no and a tf wife to be asoe eld house hays. Itaagr t - 
c Ihu oaf© eusd iff-.co keys, 

iu*iy tills norair. the coroner .uid jiu-. arrived (a it C n, ufor 6 .-ui.J 
lost ortau cats enced, tho conditions bolag a ; tOttny, String tils ti.o,oono 
af Jury searched Ldwu-lo row the roughly. 2b dimrsr where we soar £ cartridges 
♦ * ort br ught to light whan tho drawer was mutied out. /II toys were giv n 
to ae sad Z put then in a largo envelope together. Ihe *»»ff inceg books 
wore in the roon. in course of ti io,doctor reported finding a 

iRUlet in the head wiiish was larger then thooo found in I.dwar u rsoia. Jury 
then searched tho whale house,including all ny wifo'o and qy offocto to find 
a . iatol of lai'gor calibre than tJio cartridges in /jdoardo reaa as they 
oxplaiaed* Fuaerul fne house about 10,30 n.nJtho grave being nest to 
that ef tho late uaocl- 'usk,and tiie ground is ounf in perpetuity. Arm-igod 
witi County '.ttronoy for cortain jurere and coroner to return frou funoral to 
>ur - f. Leo to ao:\rc.i. oitod ldng tiio,t ioy did not turn U ),so or. ;u* ,od to 
neet again at 3,15,n^a, orrt down and the gmrtloDon arrival 5 ,pj 3 , Place 
searched t o roughly but ae keys to safe hod th n been noticed. Sono rewuk 
about a lottor of nine on **07 lot. to Kduards laving unset hli,tho lotucr vmo 
roi 1 ,opinion feresi there woo nntiiln.g in it,m indeed there ^.n not. /■'.■'.omc • 
ooalod the safe pending finding ef keys. 


pw. 


SSBSSS 









C'U, 


U> 


♦ 








■ hy uto. Ifi^uoatocl boo&koopor ’"bii te' look t ;rouy‘i the fcoyc oolxoctod end 
800 if bo rooo(jpiood tlooo of t *o 'ouaiaooo, lboco found in onvoloybunoctioni 
boiore) he ihe$[£it oi£rt bo toon hut rot euro, Ocnoroliy thought Eduards 
ho t, in 4c?o buu&ioo. roquootod County Attronoy and coroner etc.to ccrv 
to office to try # and tiioy wore found to bo too boys. safe ooarcbed,aethin 
found, ntirthor ocorab for lo -Viert^nothiiij fo. . ^i?aJ to rebate Court 
and presented petition for oots*.ionion cu3 oaio atbiniot, r of oatoto* fiwwew* 
undor !W of >500C. 


j "Hiring oil thin to* -o there wore & let of ujjiy nxiouro about, and a 

l«t of rosetrtaont sheen to so in undcrtoi: . I tud daid I taught Ur RUoorto 

uao the ydetin of a cr.tr .*— thin apparently bcinr; a crino. 1 !n4 troatod " 

«* rl!! * auil - r * 7112 3 *ttl jury recanted ny !«,vin^ too onadnod 

OXtl o cst*c* 


/loo drrin.- thie t?.* o,tho Jury carried on thou* enquiry 
car dnj oil sorto of •'oopie (eacopt ti»oc nearest to fJdxu^n-t . 


^ r Schnoldan borger cnllod at office end rudely yroountod lu a M 1 ? £ r 

*2® nort ' x: ’ ^ roalljr I'Orf-jned the operation at the request of 
1B0 ofixc^ao ebo under .otto te pay, I oaid wo wore nov ISa . 

ton .j: o°.\ to rt,vo v.br Lontl;r,arid deliberately a -cased no of boln * roo cncitio 
^xrOiy for the d^mth c f K*rtr»>r7,on account sf the lattsr isntieuod. Eiirtonr 
ne Mated tliat when to found tho too cartri^a in Sdrarda rowijtooiw vro^ 

•nly too,and pointedly ashed w ww had pioood too other toe there. *jloo the 
on..ee beyri rrre net in too toot at the ibio of cur seanfi»ar.l had ;.»\cod 
vtian theroT lJo know a lot second t.19 ju*y knew a lot,and X i»d totter bo 
^reful an ho woo golnj to the Ootut to toil then ell he tac . toie a?ful 
end insl.■> £■.t ion»v too eiote 1 ski already § ccnplctoly brokQ no 4 xn 
and Xtma near uollapno. Lv.clAojg lie ma & dcn-;arc>uo i:orooa,and reaUdr.- toa 
a certainly had ajreod to yoy bin, I dll to c®t rid of hi i. Cur lor^«i'“t:iCii 
l^poore>j and I tolx bin c. ’J. too ^r tad &aid t aud lie otto c&tro '.oly ri>rioyo ••ixl 
tolu no tiio roan ■.ud a fenovi orttlrnl and proua'uly a lunatic,suid to tobo do 

^daioo. 











' •ft * bfitor on ovae oorsTuniiuitions tiero botwoon too nuibn lty and 

myoolf on the ouejee*! cf the payow.tja: 4 X rsviorrtavd ito Itej 
h^TO ardor*; ! t.? rof'trc! 






ra. »o/ /ui. roajht out of tr.to at * a; ica- boforo tin court ret &. , . i, id uxjrc 

t bod to **UAt tlU V ..K ikxjj roai with about :$ umw io to, 

t-vo nucombio hur.iorew lantoroo to ilits.totvto. fto deriui latoilobdly 
oelun,^ racorskj in lo;^md # «no mth Loft huml,oo that oiw had to o.etji at t:» 
TUbO th-i. one oo 1 dictate to a ch J..I, I.yxirunco cruioo 1 v^ji y or..vrc in 
*■*"•5 donn ». m:’jl.a :3 end dinputoa.over polnto, l'orrino:.t and loud lauii- 
vor at rjiytiilna pooai -le to Lau^i at, Z want throttji an ordoal.tlw tixaid 
** •Miflano in f»ny cosoo aoaninj to trinh to inf or tint I lad Ulllod 

dnarto.or kam ho waa doctor i im trying to stiflo ovidmoo.or crooto ovto- 
CK1CC jotc.oto. otc. 








illy did I oo ooon ooarch tho ruol:o rfiuro lio oa a found? 

'*hy did I ocarol* jia rocca ? 

toe did X tr^- wo only an? 2 curtridjoo Wion 4 uoro found tlioro after? 
J^toro oao a lottr I T77wtoT 







(fi) 



. .John trf.od to oak bod "~r Enfcmrdjj not written ac about a ehartoc 1 
Ealier'o stock (as wing ac-pftPWtly tliat Eduardo co. matted oui.cido ovor 
that or poeolfify caorent on it) but tho jtsy ax: suck r- jucotion uao 
riuioulous end diooilowod It. 

1 oat throu#i that ordeal whica :iy words coast doocri'x , . t fmi 7.;*n. 
crrtil 11_ p*n.!aytn;“ hod no food cisco rsor 


7 mMtitiwmmmmwmittmumtmmimwm 

One rjuocti n was,had I cisco the death found a%\ any lettoro or 
nw>1fi w X^it ob Dtauti <taath,or wria to t!wt affect. I replied 
that ' :wl found no lottom or tgtg thing t irv./inj such light. 


t i flY longer ill vio ojuathing ad boon said before -ury that these 

tiao a rooarL in tlio cosh boob udo by ”r .'dfcsuds,that nineed ho om act going 

to be the nut to the book, or oaaothinj libs 1 renatbarod t 

out a pencil nnark which I bad taken to be an ordinory^Ee the chief ciorh tc 
i.-uide his in posting. lie rorark wu 


v^rajh :ro^. srts nr*! 
ca?h Boot) is so ss cra#raa 

.. • • . 


| xso so a pnoatet riwasiWR n he 


I hod onced this rumr* to i!w b-soldtoopor ronarfeiig to hi 1 , tiuvt it 
wao not to bo posted into the lo(ifjor,aRd thought so ooro about it,as I wic 
waiting f or Taney to ca w and ga i?rio tiw question of Me o/Q» 

tSwtfier toit can be rend in ouch a wvtor ns tc aug^ot t:»t Edhnrda 
ualo the raiark far -jc 3 oy,or uoroly for the bnolv’.oopanr io a nattor o|T.- 
. m opinion. 

I '/Tot© the County Attneu»y rwvticwifld the natter and asking for th© 
book to bo te the Jury. uoc joot isauing a ettbpeono© far ac te 

bring it* but :h,.. got this 3 te±n«d t ani 1 baiieao 2 aci tc he Called with it 
iaosTw. fx;aot 1 cha-1 bo a ciwed of faloo evidence. 


K'JL _c v... to ~ "u i 'V \j i vorain,3 ny Dth*end trill 'jo ContxTT.ol 
until oppertuiity of ;*ioilng. 









7£ 0-16-183 



8th. September 1926 


Dear fir. Barrow, 

’i* •- *- 

inanlc you for your letter of the 3rd. with regard 
to *ir. ^dwarda. 

hi I see that you are leaviog on tne unitaha 1 
r/o’ild ask one t;J.ng and tnat is now do you Harmonise 
tile st tements tuat the body showed signs of being a 
long time in the water and that there vere stream 
about on the rook where tne body ?;aa found a number 
of matches ? 

You m«.y learn so ietiling during this visit espeoiali. 
as the -Doctor is said to be in .Monrovia just now. 

I expect to leave here early in November or end 
of Octooer but hope I may see you before 1 sail* 

Yours faithfully 


A. J.Barrow hsq., 


C. K. Ledger. 












Cuvalla liver Trading Co.,Ltd 
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‘/jw/26/103. 


British Begaties,^ , 

©nrevl© , Liberia, 
eat Afric* * 




ir. 


-*!&- ?-»w £ . >5 '. 



9th September 19f6. 


1 *V, •* 


further t© my 86 if the £ 6 th, ultlio© with regard to the 
death ©f the late r* A*L*Edwards I have the honour to re* 

1 ©art, that I hi*ve iiad a long talk with the Secretary of State 
about this aatter* 




. s Is .Isa very oaxitut t» ben the tffsls thereughly 
Investigated and wna grateful fer ay aeaietanoe aad asked far 
a list of questions \ 9 hiab could be put te the Doctor and alee 
fer these that 1 had sent te he put to :,r. . orris. 


3. 1 enclese a eapy ef the Interrogatory fer the sector. 








t 




4. I aeiu that the points an which I should nice further 
Information in particular were the following 

(a) •‘■•hat witnesses wore called and wji&t evidence *;iven 
as is Miital condition* 

'bj evidence as is active fer suicide* 

>dl Evidence as te possible manslaughter or murder* 

Evidence as t© habita - venlng walks - tidynesQ f etc 
e) hvidenec in support ef Lwcter f a suggestions and 
conclusions* 

(f) evidence as to cuts, bruises, etc*, and 1 ex s lrnati^n 
a© t© luck tf them an head, chest, lege, etc* 

fgj Evidence as te "burnt" rim ef bullet wound and 
diacre^ancy in measur&tients. 

(h) Revolver* videneo ae te n©n-finding of and as to 
ir. Edwards* personal Revolver* 

(I) Bullet* evidence as ts finding; in whooe charge sub¬ 
sequently; possibility at to substitution £ discrepancy in 
measurements* 

jj evidence ef personal boy* 

[k) Evidence as to personal keys# Office & Safe keys* 

,1/ wlething* Evidence as te luck ef and us to Ydicre¬ 
al-outs of riorin^clethin, * 


r * 


• Barclay# Secretary ef State# was very indignant at 
1‘orris* statement that the Inquest was held "in camera*, 
as reported in p&ragroipk ? 1 of ay Mo* 86* He assured me that 
• n **id contrary The Coroner exxerlenced the , rentcat dif¬ 
ficulty in obliging Mr* Kerris to attend and give evidence* 


6 * I have now received the foil r ing reply from r. A*J 
-arrow, Supervising Agent ef the Cavalla nivex Treeing Co,, 
who, as cun bo seen, was constantly with j:t. Z&warfes Dince 
the autumn of 1984*- 

"I mot 1 ■ Edwards first at cape lalraas about the 
latter part of 1924 when ha relieved the former 
.igout tf ©odin, r* Burners* I met 3r* .Idw&rtis 
iiany tines d ring the ordinary course of business, 
on the tennis court and socially* © mid* several 
tfturo >1 inspection together in the course of bus¬ 
iness and for two ©r three -on the before his death 
; " V’ >h - .v : ’i>:X death/ 

His ajesty's ixinoipal 

deeretary ef State, for 
©reign j if fairs, 
to *| etc*, etc,, 

foreign Office, i 4/ 

M ,'i tU 
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ritish legation, 
Monrovia, Liberia* 


•death, : r. -dvrerds, : r. alt&eely (Sldar's ;^ent at Cape falnaa) 
and myself dined altornat*k|*..t each ether's fetuses* Vhle 
pyrfinggftant continued up to sbout a ment) if before r* Eduarde 
death when he and I made a trip tegetlier a.n* the Srse eeaet. 
It was during this trip that he tald rae that v iis at oh Gao 
a-hert t* the extent si 1100 and he said that he wrs net ..sing 
te wsrry about it ae he thought Shat he would be easily able 
to trace the error on hie return, Shortly alter that hie euper- 
tieing ;^cnt arrived at Cape rulnae and Hr* ihUfards teld *e 
that he had written t» hi* ashing him te c*ae down te invest¬ 
igate ether aiiitters, I left hr, . .Awards at Stsstown end pro¬ 
ceeded on to Since returning te Cape Palmas about a fortnight 
later. I feund that (hr, and bn. i'errin had arrived e« the 
' arrangeaente wo :iad wade far dinin;, together wore temporarily 

suspended* * 




t 





*He *as not a morose man but rather sensitive and seened 
very censelentous * He was fend if spirt and always Joined in 
any tauieamti that tui plana* Ota the day before hie death 
(Sunday) he had been t'j the affine once or twice to siake up 
hia keeks and he alee t^ek eerie books te the heuee* These were 
feund afterwards in his ream* In the evening he e&llee at uy 
house in company with Ur* ^almesly and we went fer a walk 
afterward* returning te my house* Bath left abeut eight o'clock 
and Mr. Edwards joined the Lorris* at dinner at *eeuin , s 
house* Juring the evening Mr* Edwarde was quite normal and 
oven entioned that he would like a dance. He wae always fend 
of dancing * Ho was not a heavy drinker* In fact lie took ’very 
little alcohol* The lerris * told me that he wae quite Jelly 
dinner and went away te hie rseii at about ten o'clock* In the 
morning he could net fee fopnd and his bed had net, apparently, 
been slept in* Hie body was later feund cashed up behind a 
reck with the eea lapping hie feet# when I easr the body it wae 
lying face dewiiv.ards and across the back appe ared to ce several 
parallel cute. I was net allowed to go close to examine these 
cuts properly but I remarked upon the regularity of them and I 
thought that they had been caused by a sharp instrument* The 
sea had evidently been washing ever the body which was unclad 
above the waist. He had ne socks nor shoes on hi* eot. The 
face I could net see at that tine* 1 wee at oedin's .House 
, ith r. i orris when the body wae handed ever. It Vine carried 
in on a camp bed. ;.e raised the oovering sheet and examined 
the bullet hole in the forehead. This was near the centre. The 
face was discoloured end gashed whore it evidently lad struck 
the sharp recks. The feet shewed no signs of a walk on gravel 
paths or on sharp rooks but as far as I remember there were 
one or t o spikes from these hedge-hog like things which a* 
bound upon the recks in these parts. I had no opportunity of 
further examining the cuts on the back but they struck me meet 
fercoably as strange owing te their regularity and I thought 
at the time that they had been caused by a knifo or ruaer but, 
of course, at a distance of abeut 20 feet it is hard te say* 
Furthermore, there may have been aorae contraotisnowing te the 
effect of the sea water* I f^entioned the matter of the cuts on 
the ek ta v* ri ue croons and 1 asked the Jecter ( ! r# 
Schneidebbergerl hew they could have been caused but he dis* 
missed the matter as seemingly unimportant and caused by the 


recks. 


I have not heard of Edwards having domestic troubles but 
there wore the shortages in cash and in stock which must, of 
course# cause a man sens worry. Such things# however* oan al- 
wava be mere apparent than real and certainly not sufficient 

sufficient/ 









.w. K>. 
















hritiah Lo flatten# 
onrevia, LiLorif. 




'•sufficient te cause a like L-dwarcU suicide, 1 

have heard that a married slater had c*ne temporarily cut of 
her Bind hut I understand that this * to child-birth 

.nd this io but a story rai:ad up after hio death* 

“He had# te By knowledge# treu 1th hla assistant r. 
ITaller whs had exceeded instructions in business# h^d a p- 
arently given credit without authority :rs({ vas considerably 
short io Mb stocks. lie was alas in the habit •£ entertaining 
Liborlana# Bp# Sehneidenberger A. ethers ef doubtful eharac- 
ter at ‘ceding .ouoe and frequently in the general room* 
Showing the reputation ef seme sf these r. da remon- 

strated with Mr* teller and en one occasion ordered soma of 
them ml* Edwards told me this himself* As Xr* tiler per¬ 
sisted in inviting these pestle after having be*n requested 
net te tit so 1 r. Edvards requested hia te use the lower 
floor sf the hepse# v/hlch was equally us c*iod as the ether 
art# and instead ef living together te live separately. vr r. 
halier then left the house altogether and resided far a time 
in a house near by with a young American who was stay¬ 

ing temporarily at Cape felioao ftr the purpose of purchas¬ 
ing wild animals* It was shortly after this that Jdwarde# 
.almesly and myself dined together evenings* curing this 
tins Mr. »idler# the American and Ihr. Sehneidenbcrger become# 
apparently# very friendly* Later Mr. ~ler went to live in 
Ur* Schne1denberger 1 s house and the doctor took another, r» 
Mailer told certain Liberians that he was beinc ostracised 
by same of the Europeans and that Mr, .awards had said that 
the reason was due to hio association with the Liberians. Mr* 
-Tarda told me this and seemed rather upset about it* 

Edwards *jau almosley used often te walk te the light 
house after uinner tnd before turning in but ynly# I think# 
jn moonlight nights* I cannot remember Edwards being in the 
habit of carrying a stick on sh^t walks# 


*l*ho doctor generally carried a stick and of late was 
frequently to be scan with a short leather covered whip as 
i.de by son-e sf the interior natives. 


••The rseka where Mr* Edwards body was found lie on the 
aide of the cape near the mouth of the Hoffman river tnd i re 
partially submerged at high tide* The particular rock where 
the body was found lies on the edge of the eea and Mar a 
rough path which leads to a well end I think in used coiefly 
by the immtes of the irphan Asylum which is situated on the; 
top of the hill and almost immediately o petite* It would 
tiue five or six minutes ts reach the spot trim otdin** 
house* isopla also used this way r .e get to the focks further 
on. Thors is an opening between the rocks r.hera the s t 
washes round and it was on the shore side of one of the js 
rocks an.l close to it tliat the be* y was foui.d. Hat partic¬ 
ular ruck v wold be about 7 or 8 feat high and several pet* 

via owi sit on the top of it* 1 noticed a lot of matches 

wore scattered about on top sf the rock as if a man had been 
having ft&ny spikes and then scattered or upset the box ef 

matches* By that time# however# Iberians and others were en 

and {.round the opet. 


"X have heard that Mr* Edwards had a small revolver 
and I believe it wen kept in his drawer* hr waller cu id 
that he m d cleaned . nd oiled it cn •cessions end I believe 
awards tssk a revolver vith him when he visited the 
"Yaeletr jo® reek 11 e*f It*»a * ru. It is si*JLd that no revolver 

revolver/ 
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The rooko where Mr. Edwards body v:as .found lie on the 
side o*"the Cape near the rafiruth i$f the Hoffman Hirer end « partially 
submersed at high tide. II articula ock whef^the body was found 
lies on the edge of the sea and near a rough path .which leads ,ra|| 
and I _ .^sed bliiefly by the inmates of the Orphan Asylum 

V,_. io' i 13 sit 

opposite. it 

Yfoodin’s house. Peopl ■ also use this way fc? ■' to th S v *?.o or:.- f^rthel 
on. Ihere 


of the hill and almost immediate!; 


was on 


injbet .veeri the rockajwhere the sea washes around 
the shore side of one of these rocks and close to it 



:• “ekes •.•.’id then so•■' <i 1 or upset the box of matches, 
at time,however, Liberians and others'were on an-1 aroand the 


... v..t i- • ” r , • c -5 ? ''• • cl n smr 11 revolver 


i neve near 

and I believe it was kept in his drawer. Mr. Waller said that he 
had clean® d oiled it or oceaeie . id I believe tixtariLm 


took a revolver with him when he visited the "Yselstroom Wreck" off 


r Ira. It is .:?.id that no revolver was founl near the rocks 


fs 
■/ hr 


I should think it would he piite easy lor w yonc 
effect an entrance to Edwards bedroom after dark without anyone 


y ry i vmiA vw v w 

nou^e nr.-ing. 


ir ’iMia. 


Ho explanation has been given,as f r r a™ 1 am aware 

regarding the 

no trace scams to me extraordinary. 


isslns articles of clothing and th ' there should b 


I was present With Mr. and Mrs. Morris,£r 


Scfcneideribcrger and Mr. 


*♦ 


DSley on the holiday night when we 


searched Edward 1 S room in quest of the revolver and/or bullets. 

Mr. Morris v/r.s also anxious io find the keys of the safe. 

A few str bullets .-re found ih a ' er about the size of a 
-u Automatic Pistol. 1 could not swear J at they were this size 
and a understand that they did not tally witl the bullet 

found in the skull. A ft keys were .scovered in an envelope in 
one of the dri'wers and hr. Morris thought the. were net the ones h* 
s in oh of but 1 think they proved later to be the ife keys. 

I have not heard of any letter being left behind and,aS far as I know, 
hia room presented p u 1 appearance. -f ^***-*- r - 


t/ 


V/ 
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havr- not h^arl 


4* ^ ^ ^ 
j 11 u 


any furor?n« witnesses 


called to give evidence regarding his mental condition. 







C.X. Ledger Bss.,, 


yrifi. 




4 « 

, '.it-.!-. ?.nd I were summoned to the Claroner* Court 
one day hat when (re re&ehed there we were told to go hack 
and that we should he sent for when they were reddy for us. 

V»’e were never sent for a^ain.v^ 

Edwards r.lirays seemed fairly methodical and was not 
* r. untidy -inn. 

I hope the foregoing will he of some assistance to you 
and if there iv anythin,;%1 -2 I can do or if I third: of :iv/ 
further detail of Importance I will, let you know and shall he 
at your service. 

X an-, going >~e Palmas by the "Onitsha" on Tuesday 
:vnd after visiting so .? of our stptiBns elory the Coast hofl 
he returning to Monrovia ahov’ the end o " October, 


Your.: " ithfully* 
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BRITISH USOASlQUf 
IlOmoVUt LIBERIA 


3rd September* 


Beer Hr Gray# 

I should be grateful if you would let 
E6 hare a eketah of the fina T o residential house 
at cape ialmas Viewing clearly the three fleers 
and if possible the disposition of the furniture 
in r Reward's room* /vise a sketch shewing the 
relative pesitiens of the stare and the house* 


kunt r says that Ur Waller lias died 


recently and alas one «r nitre of the servants of 
either Ur Morris ©r Ur Edwards, ©uld you be good 
enough to let m have mere precise details regarding 
these points and anything else you feel might be 
helpful in prosecuting the enquiry into ;x r.dwards f 
death. 


i m* sir, 

Your obedient S rvant f 



J * H • A. Gray * <sq * * 

W*B. ioodin & Cs.Ltd*, 


CAPS 1ALUA3 




V e/; 1- : •'! j t * at 

reply to that X have 

l’eprvt. I x" do 



I received j fctor alright i 

I have*SO S^nowed under" with rnr* 11 r to 
not had a chance to send you the desired 
s o , howeyer, t omorrow, 





BRITISH LT 8 A I01T, 

i;cshcv:a, Ltan.UA. 


i Uiz&zJM 




SOth Aucust 1 



Sir 


ith referenoe to your litter date~ Auguat 2Vth 
regarding tto alienee of 22T Barrow* I eaa 1 not rue tea 
iv iUV. m . onwul-Contra- 1 . t« inferia you that in vi«* 
of the fact tluit r Myw i» Ul to return to ton- 
x-;'▼i’f. b tore 3e; temVer Is«. it would not ue :;ecesoaxy 
to forward the letter to hi® before that date* 

ith reference to Mr C*datamedeamn'ji desired 
journey to Accra X would further infer® you that to 
:‘if i, vc o '.brn■ i support and a vice for the G>ld Ceent 

Issued at b British insulate which would coot lS/“* 

-phis is naturally on the euppeeltien that Hr jaeilemnn 
will be employee by your company on t ie cnI4 coast; 
sinoe if he were proi lading without any fixed oiiiplsy- 
ent Sjore regelati no vjould tove t© be complied with. 


I an, Sir* 

Tour ©oecueot serrant* 



a.f.uiin 


Liiu^a luq* * 

The C&villa riTcr Oe#Ltd*§ 








Posted per S. S. 


^ .. .. «■ ■ r i- -“■■■+ * p--- 


IJEVB WTO; 




KOHL LIVEIt BEILDISK, UVERPOOL. 


AGENTS; 

BANK OF BRITISH WEST AFRICA LTD., 
CAFE FALBIAS, 


'ftityrayhic Addris*-*-; 

catrico, BURROS. 


p * . 

THE CAVALLA KIVER CO, LTD.,? « 3. 

• /. ;• ; 

■,}iL 

o/{<.n*<n‘ta, ___AueUPt 2.7 th/A? 

LIBERIA. H r . C. Africa. 


The British Consulate General, 
Konrovia. Liberia. 


Sir, 

Je have received today an official letter addressed to our 
Supervising Agent lit. A.J,3orrow. 

Unfortunately hr. Barrow left this morning for Junk and 
will not return here «mmm before September lot. If your 
communication requires immediate attention will you kindly 
advice us so that we may get in touch with Mr. Barrow. 

Onenof the german members of our staff Hr. C. Sclmtedemann 
desires to leave for Accra on the 20th. September. Can you 
inform us what documents are necessary to support his passport. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

i/e have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

for The Cavalla River Co, Ltd. 









: f in* 4Mput 1 8* 




jenr .lr# te.ro lay, 

I do not know if it will ruin like this all the 
Morning or if it will ease up enough to enable me to come 
and see you before 11 a.ij* 

1 have been sawing up several not too urgent matters; 
Jills a pointment I finally sent by messenger* 


I rang up t-o afternoons but without success. In my 
position as amicus curiae or rather of you personally, since we 
were nearly made unwittingly a party to the Sdwarde -^dical Ke- 
ports, I vri nt to have a talk about tne case. 


X nave drawn up a questionnaire for tne doctor ;md 
should like to go through ttiea with you . 


I notice that in the Department's Dote 714/fo of the 
?oth. July last enclosing a copy of Dr* Schneidenberger's medi- 
c. 1 report mg t ic .o. t fertem or the late A* . Mio rti, sit Are seed 
to ine County Attorney, dryland County, Cape i'almas, on the 
6th. Hay last, the Sketch referred to at the foot tnereof was 
not attached* 


I am enclosing a tracing from the sketch nr* Morris 
showed me and should be glad if you would be so good as to cause 
it to be completed from the sketch auomitted to Xne County 
Attorney by Dr* Schneidenberger on the 6th* of Kay* 









t 



BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
LIBERIA. 

//& 3 

CKL 


26th August 192u 


Dear Registry, 

Elease find enclosed a further copy of 
enclosure 4 — sketch of hullet track -- and of enclosure 
5 -- Sketch of place where Edwards' body was found 
-- to he attached to Monrovia ho.86 of the 26th of 
August. 


Yours Faithfully, 


Chancery. 


The Consular Registry 
Foreign Office 
L0HD017 
S.W.l. 





Form Ref. No- T. 4. 

W. D. WOODIN & CO. 

ION t, AFRICA. HOUSC- KING SWAY. W.C. 3 . ---- - 

Tihobaphu: Aoofttaft . I fi _I —- 

‘ T %w*^T ;2^Va 

This tetter refers to ' i * 

Department Wo.. t 

25'^'^"®' 

H, B. U. Charge D*Affaires, 

British Legation 
Monrovia. 

Dear Sir. 



LIMITED. 


21 fcj’3£> 

ts 3 ?^ 4 fl 


Monrovia 



Liberia 





In response to your request we have to give *rou the follow^ 
ing particulars relating to Kf, H. L. Clark*o passport. 


Dumber of Passport 
Bate of Issue 
Place issued 


263413 

June 2nd. 1926 
Foreign Cffiea, London. 


Grand Fassa 


Mr. Clark is at present under tho Agency of Mx. Al3ton at 


A 



his 


CAPPPAL'AS HCUSC . This is situated towards the end of the Cape, and 
the front faces onto Baltimore Street, and the hack, the incut): of 
the River. The hack i3 shelving rather steeply to a footpath running 
cloiit' to the river mouth. .7e enclose rough skotchos o: each floor of 
the house (not to scale) and what the rooms were used for in 1922. 

Since that date extensive alterations have been made, and we believe the 
inside arrangements are ebtirely altered, and that the staircase in 
taken from the inside centte, and placed outside. We understand the 
whole of the second floor is now reserved by the Frovintf cl Agent for 
use when visiting Cape Palmas. 

Cave Palmas As cist ant . This man's nar. ,a is 7/all er, Christian name 

unknown here. According to a letter written by Mr, Morris from C.P. 
dated May 6th. Mr. Waller resigned, and was leaving at the eid of that 
month.. 7e do not know why he resigned. It may bo information to you 
that Waller did not live in the quarters assigned £o him in the house, 
but rented a small house himself. 

If there is anything else you wish to know, end we ere in 
a psotion to inform you we shall be glad to do so. 

Yours faithfully, 
for W. D. ’?oodin,£ Co. Ltd. 
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confidential 


— “v 

BRITISH LE01TXaV» 
rom VIA, LIES; I A* 
26th August 1926 


Dear ^ 

I was vary intersstsa in the sketch and should to 
U:d if you would i^ive ue full details as you know 
u.er, about kr Idvrards* death. 

how long had you known him? How often did you 
■tie him and had he ever talked or acted as one who could 
under any circumstances com/iit suicide? 

When ^id you see him last and what was he like 
on the last unyV 

Had he ary trouble private or with the firm 
either on his own account or with any members of codin'# 
Staff* Give the whole history as you knew it* 

<as he accustomed to gj lor ^alks in the evening 
fcftcr dinner and before turning In? Old he carry a 
stick or cane on these occasions? 

Bid the doctor curry stick cr cane when going 
his rounds? 

Bid you see the body &u it lay on the rocks/ 
llcuse u scribe the rocks and the location as carefully 
as you con, Bid you examine the outs and bruises? What 
could have caused them? as there any really noticeable 
line of bruise along the outs? 

Bid you hear whether a revolver was found near 
the spot on the rocks or any explanation whir# none man 
found? 

Bo you knew if Edtrurds iiad a revolver and if he 
kept it handy in hi* room mid if so whore i Bid he keep 
it loaded and who oiled and cleaned it for him? 

Gould anyone get into his room after dark and 
find his revelvtv without waking up the ether people in 
the house/ 

Can you give or did you hear of any explanation 
as to why he had no clothes on or whSt became of the 
other clothes? 

id you notice hi a feet? Were they out or bruise* 
or showing cigns of a walk ilong the rock and cliff path/ 





jld ho leave any latter or otfaerwiae make any sort of 
preparation far Mjo death? I 




fa- ha ^ methodical orderly sort of fellow? 


Fleaae tall no all you know, all you saw and all yoa 
heard. 



Yours Faithfully, 







Jili, Lodger. 













**■ 



















Confidential* 

26 Th* Au,;u^t 1926* 


/v4<’ tit /<f3 



BRITISH UBGATlCi., 
MONROVIA, 

LIBERIA, 




.©at Afric a* 




Dear Ir* alasle^f 

I should be very gl d if you could write me full details 
ad you know them about Jtr* Edwards death* 

how long aad you known nim ? Hov/ often did you see aim 
and had he ever talked or acted as one who could unitor any 
circumstances com.it suicide ? 

then did you see Mm last and what was he like on the 
last day ? 

Had he had any trouble private or with the firm either on 
his own account or with any members of woodln'e straff* Give the 
whole history as you knew it* 

ma he accustomed to go for walks in the evening after 
dinner and before turning in ? Did he carry a stick or cane 
on tneae occasions ? 

Did the doctor carry stick or cane when going his rounds * 

Did you see the body as it lay on the rocks ? Hease des¬ 
cribe the rocks and the location as carefully as you can ? Did 
you examine the cuts and bruises ? lhat could have caused them ? 
.as there any really noticeable line of bruise along the cuts ? 

Did you hear whether a revolver was found near the spot 
on the rocks or any explanation wh(^)i none was found 7 

Do you know if l.dwards had a revolver and If he kept it 
handy in hie room and if so where ? Did he keep it loaded & 
who oiled and cleaned it for him ? 

Gould anyone get into Ms room after dark and find Ms 
revolver without waking up tne other people in the house ? 

Gan you give or did you hear of any explanation as to why 
he had no clothes on or what became of tae ot.ier clothes ? 

Did you notice Ms feet ? ere they cut or bruised or 
show eigne of a walk along the ruck :Jid cliff ^utn * 

Did he leave any letter or otherwise make any sort of 
preparation for his death ^ 

'las he a methodical orderly sort of fellow 7 

Please tell ms all you know* all you saw and all you heard* 

Excuse a telegraphic sort of letter but I want to 
get this off by the .aria and to indicate a little the sort of 
thing which might help the enquiry * 

» 

Ksmshber I know nothing of the man or people in Cape lal-ics 
nor of the place « 

Sorry to trouble you wnile on a holiday 

fours faithfully 


C*/C* Ledger* 


i 







BRITISH LSaXtltlSp 
WOKROVIA, LIBK.>IA. 

SCth 1926 

■y f ' y ' /" 

sir. 


^■SU— 

638»86*13S 

CXL 


t have tba honour to report that r Albert 
Leonard “DiAKlJO, holder of i .0. paoeport 14SS66 
leaned on the ; -&th of May 1980 im found dead on 
tlie roole at cape Ivinas, Liberia, In the fore" 
noon of tiio 3rd of 1 iiy last. 


> im 


A 6thTay19eC 


VtiS. 



f _ 

*' 10th Lay 1626 

4- 

f ghlttfc af 111 f:n 

Vm ehcre body 
iov.i.5T 


iMk 


Et /ji inquest *&£ held ecu the verdict given 
an the llth of May vm "that he come to hit death 
sheeting himself with an automatic pistol when 
in a deranged state of nlnd^e 

4 *vj- 

3. r Towards was a wr^rentioner and the 
death was reports. to the Ministry of Pensions; 
l enclose a copy >f my ltttep of the 27 th of 
July i orv-urdin^ soath certificate and other 

document* • 

4. The following facts which have come to 
my notice mkc it seen* nore than doubtful tha 
Ujt '.dxrtxds should have conceit ten suicide** 

(u), Lifferenoes in the lost * erttm noports 
given by the ootor to the Coroner* 
fb) The EJigle at which the shot was fired* 

(<?■ The position an* conc ition in ; hich the 
body >as found* 

(&' The personal statements by several Ttircp- 
ct ns who had taswn I r dwtxds well that 
he had never shown suicidal tendencies* 
thill he app art * entirely noro&l the last 
day the.' there rus no apparent reason 
why he should comlt suicide* 
e'l That he left no letter and irnde no other 
preparations* 

5« Enclosed are copies of the two reports of 
xir* Gohnaidonbergcr, who mdc the lost lorteta 
x^min&tlon* 


6* Zt will be noticed tlutt in the first report 
date the 6th of ay the rest Mortem xesii nation 
is st ted to have taken '..lace at 3*30 a*m, while 
no hour Is given in t:ie second report of the 10th 
of lay* 

7* In the first the diometro of the 

hole is given as ?»tk - »** *,icrees in the second 
the diasetrs is said to be 7 


His raJestyVa i rinoipal 
secretary of etcto 
for Foreign Affairs f 
etc*fetc•fCtc# * 

Foreign Office* 
LOfiPOlf 3***1* 
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— 

63t-:^6-IC5 


LiOHRGVIA, LIBERIA* 
E6tb August 1986 


8. la the first tho bullet vm "a breeo piatoj- 
bullet nickal-plfcted of tho cclibre 7.61m. In the 
second the bullet was "e brass pistol bullet nickel 
plated and lead filled of the calibre o.3S w . 

9 . In the firet the rim of the hole v;ae slightly 
burnt". In the t.cooud ‘the rim of it wao burnt '. 

10. The neaoureiaen e in both reports are eo 
minutely accurate that it is difficult to believe the 
doctor could hfcVQ mude an trror in the first examln 

ation* 

Hi In the report dateJ the 10th of there is 

the following additional pare^rapb* * 0n the ? th of . 

} ay in the presence of t o Jury I weighs »*id examined 
a*ain the bullet f und in the head of the late A.L* 
hd«ords. Celiber :6.36. aeight 3.1* bullet, 

brass mantle. mlekel- ; lated, lead-filled, in all 
exactly the sane bullet no those extracts from ins 
cartridges which were discovered i>y the Jurors in 
tho room of fci«& x&te a * 1 #--»dwerd* 


ILe This should have appears- in the evidence end 
not in t ^ report of an examination made three days 

prev^jusly. 

13 , The suggestion is that the first me&sure::jent* 
were correct hut finding that they did net compare 
tvith the weight and measurements of bullets found in 
r is room %h& alteration was node in order to 

support the simple explanation that :r r.dward* had 
co fitted suicluOa 


14, I enclose also a sketch of the track of the 
bullet* The aru lc ie ouch that my suspicion was at 
once aroused*To have fired a revolver himself at that 
angle, it would be reasonable to suppose that the 
body would have fallen backwards| had it fallen back- 

ISA IMffit S*.WL«Lnft SW& 


It* The doctor in both reports states that there 
v.ore "no signs of violence# A fev, nuxl-c. long o ts 
and bruises on the back were caused after death 
uq at probably by fall over sharp rooks# H 


10* An eye-witness tells me that th£ body wee 
found lyiae on the stomach on a rock in the position 
indicated In the enclosed sketch. Ho added that the 
cuts were long parallel marks which appeared to have 
Lien nu.de by a v;hip or cane*There were apparently 
no cuts and bruisee on the front of the body or on 
the head apart from tne bullet 









T.Ot& 


wcmavtM fcttraou 


2JCih August l*m 



17 . up and in r. . torric and two other ::urop<- 
eons who saw awards dally are agreed that he chewed 
no signs of rental strain or eoy suicidal tenoneiee 
appeared perfectly near -al the day add evening 


be i ore his death. 


Id. Thu body m found b a girl from ti«o 
orphan It had no clothing ejeoept a pair of 

tom trousers end bolt. A native vrouid not lave 
utrsd toueh a dssd body or reaove the els thing ! 

unless at the time of aeath and a party thereto. 

19. vhn rest of his clothing appears not to 
hare been found and it is stated 'that his rear* 
sitevrsu that lie l*ad not been to bed t;*at sight. " 

So. The Kur ipeen vim has provide re with the 
sketch of the plao?t there tin body was found id 
oonvimod that the parallel oats were made by a 
whip or cane and added that the foot did not shoe 
any outs or bruises to imuoatc that he had walked 
lure foot from the hous-e to t:*c edgQ of the rooks. 

21. Tlui Inquest las held in oancra* There is 
some difference af opinion as to whether tie nv» 
olrer was found a**! as to whether a revolver — 

: osoiviy that of , r iwarde — ta* produced at the 
inquest but suppressed, wmn it was found tint tiio 
buliet n«l 8 toe b v,« 

22. A revolver would hardly have been washed 
uwoy even if it fell Into t4 sea *mon£ the rooks. 

The more jyurooaule explanation is that t a .urdoror 
or murderers dll hit know if .awards possessed a 
revshrsr and in oasa could not rial going into 
ills roan — as t;ie orris family live in the ewe 
kuuse -- aad either tiirow tho revolver away or still 
have it; alternatively tlia sums one found a revolver 
near tj*c place and * cpt it forhiissclf. 

fl. X it:* enclosing a copy of my letter to the 

Liberian Secretary of State of the £3th af Ju.y 
after the second are leal report >uul come into my 
hands. I have now aaked tiu.1 the doctor be intcra-agatec 
and asks* in particular to baser, be oaxefuliy all 
outs. bruiacG and uwr.a auci to give his reasons 
why he concluded they wore m*d§ after death. ) urtlior 
that he be asked to describe exactly the burnt rin 
to try ana learn how far the joucsle of the revolver 
was from tie head when fired. 

£4. I a also asking particulars as to the 
enquiry into what beoaue of t)ie clothing* his 

/private 









C3L~£6-I33 


mmoYXA, LX 1BHU. 
Seth Altcuet 1926 


private fceye and those of t ^ flim said whether any 
witneeuea apart from the doctor were galled to give 
evidence aa to his cental condition; and as to the 
flnd.nt: and handling of the bullet and vhat has 
besoms of it* 

2&* I understand that Hr Edwards had been 
obliged to forbid the house to Ir 3chneidenber£;er 
and a former clerk enjleyiu by ? seers e*a* loo in, 

26* The clerk, though an European* le stated 
to be now living in the native art of the town* 

Dr* Sehntldaxtberger Is a merman* who has served a 
j risen sentence in j enrovia for nua,practices and is 
stated to have be n expelled from store than one 
Genian Colony* 

27. r R»JD. : orrie* Supervielng /cent for 
ee* rs ' *D. Veodin 4 Co.Ltd** who lived in the eara© 
hounc as . *r I&dv.ards i.hile In Cape imlEias with i re 
Carrie le now in Jingland and can be found e/a 
ireeere */*£* ' oodin & o*Ltd* f /fries Houeu» Aines- 
way* London* :*r dvardo Jmd dinner with the n the 
evening before and left tiism tbout lo*BC p« % 

28* I esi enclosing a skeleton list of questions 
and should be glad if . r orris could ce asked to 
ropl^ to them to giude ne in following up the 
enquiry* 


I fears the honour to be 


ith great truth and respect* 


Sir, 

Your obedient 
humble servant* 



;/7 

v 







nclooude hot 


^ in VonroTia rap at eh ^o: of 2cth Mi£usfcl9£6. 
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harper, Capa almas p 

^ay 6til 1926 















The County Attorned, ,. 
axyland County f 

C/lTJS i acuas. 

Si*, 

I have the hogour to sub,it hcre\ ith *r# »cdicolreuort 
of the ] oat rerteis of the lot® A.L.&dwarbQ, Agent essra 
t .JP. oodin, Gape 1 almas* 

Your obedient Servant 
(Qgd«) -r re * H. rdmeidsnberg 

-gar. 

-it lay 4th 192C Ui5D a«m» I examined the body of the 
e&id A.L.'.d. ard*. ' - , r ^ 

Yiiere were on the head several rirkc end bruisesj all of 
ther only penetrating the akin and caused after death, except 
one round hole in the middle of the forehead that had gone 
through the slu.fi and through the filial 1. Zh u hole had a dia* 
meter of 7.CD oc # mod tpreereu as a hole caused by a bullet. 
The of the hole urn* slightly burnt. I therefore made 
t ;. st Uortcm of the head and found that there T*ae a c -annol 
fraja this iiole on the fOrehea^ passing and destroying part 
jf the gyrus frontsiis rsditnus of the brain, then the 
gnus Interior# the** the uxteris oarotis interna, the 
sines cavernous, the ncrvl optic; *nd tha Hy:ophysle Gland 
fuunu a mullet •& the dersuo. so list turcicao on tlie 
end of the uiunnsl. This was a brass pistol bullet nickel* 

-lt.tc -f the oalibsr «•• Go jam. 

lids bullet }ias caused immediate death as it hdd doatr 
oyo<u avj&e afc .jat vi ul .arte of the br&ln. This bullet must 
h*t¥* bosi. fired from an sngle of ea» CO decrees above the 
horizui.t iu, i , it as&os that only a person much higher 
locate. thud the late tWEdwari * c^uld have shot him or 
vital is more probably as the hole on the surface had a 
buri-t pi-, (r;mt roofs th&i *m ballet hau hem fired from 
a very close distance) that r 4^srds shot himself. 

71iere were no otlier signs either of disease or abnorm¬ 
ality on or in the skull, the body further on did not 
show it* y cl or alibis either of diabase or violence, a few 
marks, long outs and bruises on cha back v.erc caused after 
death, must probably y fall over 4i*rp rocks. 

;,a being entrusted with the medical, care of the white 
mapla/ees of ^ssre .7. oodin co.Lld.,Sap© .almas, I 
may add Mrc that for about the ~a«t.pa*t six weeks I have 
observe.; thet the late a* 1. Edvards .me suffering from 
Neurasthenia. ny alight emfticm that on a nor ita brain 
would net have had any deeper effect, may have induced Mm 
to a omit ouioide. 

I ms of the opinion tint t e late *L*kd ardo has 
cor. it tec suicide vhilfi of unsound j-intU 


Jsetoh attached* 


( 3 gd«) Dr. red* K.rehneldenbercer 
quol• med* proof. 


Certified copy of t e or! Inal 
(Digued) Jsuus . orris. 
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naloeurtj l!os \) in onroTi* £e*p.toh K.i ^of Seth A«|>lt2G« 



—port ; o -oat ortare oX Late A.L. dvrdi. <*y FUlffM. 

. n urn? 4th 1926 I exaialnod the body of the let* 
A,L/.dwitfdi f U:*nt of a aero V.Tu ^din Cope i^lmee* 

Thors were on the head stverel marks end bruises, 

&11 of t ea only penetrating the skin and caused after 
death, except one round hole In the middle of the lore- 
head that *ed gone thvoia^l the skin and the skull# This 
hole hat, a diar-ctcr r:f 7©-i aid appeared ao a hole caused 
by a bullet* The rim of it wm burnt. I there!ore nude a 
iost rteie of the head uad found that there vae a channel 
fra© this hole on the forehead leading through and des¬ 
troying part of the Gyrus frontalis oedianue of the brain, 
then the Cyrus Iron* inferior, then the arlertor carolie 
interna the ; lams cavernosas, the nervi optiui and the 
hypophysis Clauds and I found s ballot on the doreum 
eollae turoicae on the end 03 the ohujsnel. ~hi9 \/as a 
hraoe pistol bullet nickel-olatci and load filled of the 
caliber 0»SfMu 

Thie bullet had caused jUi edicts death aa it had 
destroyed aono utmost vital parts of the brain* -1 ©uet 
have been firei frx- an of over 30 degrees above 

the horizontal line, it means that only a person mudh 
higher located t>ian the late A.L.Mmrds could have shut 
him {there wars no signs of violence on his body, so it 
is allowed to assume that his body vmte in srrsctst 
i gnition while tbe shot ms fired) or what is more prob* 
tibly ao the hole on the surface he a burnt Hm (what 
pro©vs that the bullet had been firsd from a very dies* 
distunes) that Hr idwmrds shot hi: so If. 

There were no other signs either of disease or 
abnormality on or in the skull, the body further on did 
not show any other signs either of disease or violence. 

few narks, long cute and br isos on the back tore caused 
after death meat . robe' • v by fall over sharp roc* s. 

; a being entrusted with the medical ear® of the white 
employees of iesisre W*2>* oodin, Gape * almas, may state 
here that .or the lest iu st six weeks I had observed that 
tA8 late a. L.Edwards was suffering from Neurasthenia. Any 
slight emotion that on a normal brain would h#»^iy liave 
hod any ex foot, may have induced him W «ui#idfc* 

On the 7th of lay in the presence of the Jury r 
we l cd and examined a^ain the bullet found in tin hesH 
of the late ,L.J9Awards, aliberi6#36, weight 3,14 grain, 
bu let: brass mentle, nickel-plated lead filled, in all 
exactly the asms bullet as those extracted from the cart¬ 
ridges which were? discovered by tin Juror p in the roo : . 
of the late JUI* .ltd wards. 

I am therefor of ths opinion that the late A.lJWttrdi 
bac committed suicide wit hie pistol while of unsound 
in’ nde * 

keto2i attache i. (Signed) r* mod iU S, ITQ lir :rr’ RC^B 

iual. i ad. rset. 

Harper, Caps ialmas, Republic of Libayia, 

ray icth 1926. 












BTiITXT' 



ti 1st August 1 )f r* 



-ecu' lir ; orris, 

I a>i enclosing a Hat of questions X urn aakinf? 
the attorney*General to have put In the case of Hr 
liUi-fjiiii* ill you please eeiiU is. 2 pare orally by 
registered letter your answers to these truest lane 
by number* This will help me An framing subsequent 
questions if and \dion wc get the answo r b bad; on 
these# 

In paxtioular who was the juror who let out 
about the revolver? Hat A M be a ay? Can you 
temember the day? 

rould the firm or family jr both feel like 
offering :* rowr.ri for any Information which 
wool-* lead to the Conviction of the man who fired 

thu shot? 

I appreciate that I way be asking for trouble 
oul fool it is duty to make further enquiries, 

as there any pesutole motive why ^dwards 
uld have killed hiuself or why any other 
pgr eon should .uit to got him put of the Wf-y? 

hope you hud a good tri home* X expect to 
leave 2ioro eiurly in ever ter* 


/.ura faithfully, 



C»K ■ Lp d{j®r • 


iersonal# ;lease forward# 

R.L.Morris Ksq*, 

c/o Messrs 3*D«»03dla & Co«fhtd. t 
Africa House, 
dugsway, 


r- £ _ 

■ * v * <• * 









Form Rtf, Mo. T, 7f». 



W. D. WOODIN & CO., LIMITED 



AFRICA HOUSE. ("UNGSWAY. W.C 2. 


TelpA*i»hiC AddhiiI: 
" SKAIFII.W" LOhDDH. 

This letter refers to 
Department .. 


?' fUL 26 


PROVINCIAL AGENT’S OFFICE, 

MONROVIA, */, 

' ' It' Vj 

July 27 th 1926 


WEST AFRICA, 


Ocar !Ir Ledger, 

X return herewith your draft,also a copy of the verdict 
of the jury and the report on the post-mortem on the late A.L.Edwards, 

Sorry I could not reply first thing this nsrning as you 
asked. I had already sent the certificates to the State Oept,and had to 
get then back again, 

Itio copy of the verdict is for you to keep,hut please 
return the doctor's report after ranking a copy,should you desire one. 

I have also made you,us best I can,a copy of the sketch 
made by the doctor. 


With regards to your letter,I cannot quite endorse the 
remark that no useful purpose could be sorved by not accenting the ver¬ 
dict of the Jury,because an "exhaustive" enquiry has been made# 


It ms exhaustive as far as length of ti was concerned 
but the manner of the enquiry was not such as to bring to light all 
mo seible facts,and the more I think of it f and the more X hear since even 
X have boon baeJc from C*Palmas,the Isss I am satisfied with the verdict* 

*V v/!iich I do not mean that any good ^sulA be done b/ 
pursuing the matter further— but .lerely that, from my point of view, 
the verdict is ;o.satisfactory, inasmuch as there is nothing to support it 
except the doctor 1 s as. ..^Lion,aiii the obvious desire of those in 
authority it CwPsdaias to bring in such a verdict* 


t 











SRITISB LEGATIONS 
CWBOVIA* I.TBT.I/* 




cix 


JULY m*1026 

: 


Your HmellAmy# 


I have the honour to refer to our conversation 
of this morning with regard to the death of the late 
Hr A,L»Jf*arde at Cape ; almaa. 

£« n the Departments Koto 71 VS of the 2oth of 
July was forwarded a copy of the Medical report of the 
i oet lorten Examination of Jr 1U Gchneidenberger" 
dated the 6th of lisy end I have receiver for legal* 

1oation a copy of the "medical report of the i oat 
rortem xai&lnation sf hr H* Sohneidenbergcr" dated 
the 1th of ajr - a copy of this la enclosed* 



3* It trill he noted that in the "nodical re; 


of the 6th of 'lay the caliber of the bullet in stated 
to be 7«6Sea| chile in the "nodical report of the 10th 
of nay the caliber is given as 6*3&mzu it is probable 
that these two documents hero not yet cons to the not¬ 
ice of the legal Depart ent and 1 have the honour to 
request Your xeelleney to be no good as to draw tide 
matter to the attention of the proper iep&rtoont* 

4* >r* DehMldenbargor states in both reports 
that "the bullet had sauaod iso* diets death ro it had 
destroyed acne utmost vital parts sf the brain. This 
bullet must have been fired frj® an single of 30 degrees 
above the horizontal line* it rise ana that only a person 
mu oh higher located than tire late A«W dwurdo could 
have shot Mm or vii*it is : ore probably as the hole on 

the surface had a burnt rim.. ««*that 2dwarde 

shot iiinaolf • • 

U From tho eXeteh of the line of the bullet cub- 
iiitted by Jr nohnciuonidcr er It would cocci ifficult 
to believe that hr : dwards could have held a revolver 
at the noooooary angle above hie bead* igrin elnoo 
death woe ir-^diate, tvac not the revolver found near 
the body? - no mention of a revolver appears In either 
of the Toot ortem 3 sports or ip the inquisition of 
suicide or in %}m declaration of the doctor* Hod the 
revolver boon found uad been duly identified as belong¬ 
ing to V - dviorde the presumption of euioide raLht be 
stronger* 


His ' -ccellsncy 

The roorotary of 'tote 

of tho Hepublic of Liberiu f 
Je f-rtiaent of tate 9 

MONROVIA. 















6 , As Ur -dvrardi was a penoloner and la alto believe 
to be insure it is moat Important that a satisfactory 
ttplonatiaa be obtained as to the differences in tin 
caliber of the bullet aa reported on the flth of Kay 

and aa reported on the loth of Xfcy and as to the find¬ 
ing or not of a pifolirer near the spot where j/t 2d- 
wards 1 body wae found* 

7, 1 an oorry that this matter should :*nve to be 
reopened but it is better that the discrepancy should 
have been discovered now than in London* 

I avail myself of the opportunity to convey 
to Your xceilency the assurance of ;y highest eon* 
siaeration und respect* 

1 ii^Te the L incur to be 
Your hccoileuoy f s 
l?out obedient cerrant P 





■ 




MommiM 

JULY £6,192«* 


C.i * Ledger* 


c 
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u l-ce-iap 

CJCL • *' Y 


BRITISH LE1ATIC®, 
’■ONnOVlA, LIBERIAj 
MW AJFRICA, 


JULY 27,10"6 


QS£jyX%&a3eS. 

af -with. 

>-£-«! ~3fS£a 
Impart G-,-:.b 



eport 1CKY-26 

Inquisition of 

ouicid , 

■Ds.:larat i art 

pr Veaice^ 
Pr&etitT her 


3ir* 

, in your letter ZivbC/QZ,/. .ffocta 

of ..ie 16tli of Juno iMt with rogard to the late 
,’P*^^ 3 * ■ lbdtt j/iuiWitl, formerly -utaco -corporal Ho. 
1197*i8, County of London Yeomanry, I Itave tho honour 
to onolOHo Herewith osrtlflcatoi as to hi a death and 

*"• «auao thereof tnd the verdict of the Coroner's 
inquest• 

2. The x'ollowinK tj?e extracts taken froa lettero 
adtlrasasd to tills Office toy :.’JC H.l, i, orris, I ravine* 
iel /jerit of : sasre .a. oodin t Co.^ta., with whom 
Edt-ards dlnsa on tho l undny evening, j’ay 2nd. 

■Cepe . ol -ae lethlny 192C, 

The bars fasti are fcliat r Edwards, haring been 
l&Bt eetti 6llw ftt About 10*50 peiiti on 'ay 2nd ms 
nowhere to be found on the Monday morning* *nd his 
roofl #he*t»d t* at la hnd not been to be i In the nirht, 
: iw. the surrounding country eeamhed, and at 
duout 11 a*la. hie body vac found on the rook* net 
***** ifoia hare* nuked him*#* for a pair of torn 
croueere. 

X* »» hadly ecrAtoheU about and there me a wound 
hi the centre of tlie freheiui* 

eMiMlnution of thi* elided it to be e hole 
rlglit thryUf.ii lu.d a poet mortem next day revealed a 
uullet in the heud* 

coroner*e jury inveoti^ateu for about a week or 
more | and it Mena to be Liberian law or cue ton* that 
mn enquiry ia accret, uud although the turv 
nave often die cloaked earn deye, no verdict haebeen 
officially puollehea* 

„ to"** 9 * 1 ***» It ii *Suicid whilst 

di.ra%;tu * * * 


u *» *•*•«**« by ths & otor that the 
*“ larger than that found in .awards* 
ron, but aftsrwards it was said to tos the cams sic* 


3, fhio last 
I o a t 

T^e^Controli 

Pension Issue Office / f* 

Eroxriyurd Avenue , 

Ac ton, 

London U.3, 


statement is alsg borne out by the two 
•rorta by t.he Doctor and forw^fe a 

er //„ 















fOUROVUf 
JULY 27 f 1926 




l 9 J. *Q m 



to this Consulate through the State Department* 

4* in view of the le of the track of the bullet It 
liould oeem difficult to believe that 2£r 3d\,ards did shoot 
himself, a more correct vordiot would hmo been ata o en 
one. 


b* lir n*D*: orris is now here on his T'fcy to ::upland 
ca*d he tells me that ^‘exhaustive enquiry as far m 
length of time was oocomod was r iido , but that t^o nuufmsr 
Of tiie enquiry was not such as to brin^ to li<_ht all 
possi le fee e, tiid the more T think of it, the less I 
•w satisfied with the verdict* By which I da not mean 
that i.ny good yjouid be done by pursuing the matter further 
but merely that, from ny point of view, the verdict io 
unsatisfactory, inaa uoh as there Io nothing to support 
it except th<? doctor's assumption#' 1 

6. It Is noteworthy that it in n; t etated whether 
the revolver wpb or was not found; this Is sonowlut 
significant combined with the difference in calibre of 
the bullet as given in the two lost Eovlii Ksperts* 

7* I have drawn these facts to the att-enticn of the 
•orefc&ry of 3tatc who is laying the matter before the 
proper legal department end will advise n* in due Oottreeu 

r havo he honour to be 
Sir, 

Your obedient "ervent. 


c#kj edger* 









THIS IS TO CERTIFY that JOEL V/, HOWARD whose 
signature is subjoined to the document hereto 
attached, Is the corralasioned Coxoner for the 
County of Maryland, ..epublie of Liberia, end 
that to his acts full faith and credit ought to 
be given in judicature and thereout* 

si veit umm a m emu> a- d 

SHAL of the Depart neat of 

State this 24th day of 

July A.B.1926* 

(Signed) SDWr; BARCLAY 
SECRETARY 07 STATE. 


_ 




_ 



(■; '*> 


fr> Jazr+f '*[ Vj 

1 1^2 to 


#! 


afifffr* -■• - IA 


f ■ 


Coroner r e Office 
; tar per * Lay U f £C 



CERTIFICATE OF 'TCATIT. 



THIS IS fO CSHfIJY THAT I, JOKH 1. HOWARD* 


Coroner In and for the County of * Maryland * er>fl 
lie public of 4beria, Imre Tie wed the body of 


Albert Leonard Ldwards* found then end there 


lying dead* and that , have held an Inquest 
upon *ald body f end that the verdict of the 
Jurore* in substance* ie f that he cmt« to 
hie death by shooting .iiaeclf with an auto¬ 
matic pistol when in a deranged state of 


Hind* 


br*e of deceased. >•««••* * Albert Leonard Edwards 
Ago • * • ■.* •«• * • ■ * *. * * • ■ § * • 30 yre * 2sio s* 2 days * 
..ativity •.*■**••***••**■1 .British born Subjeot• 


■vompxcixJ-on*•**.■*.•*•***.Fresh Face Thin* 
Occupation. * * *.# *. * * «>V£ont V*D#V oo dle £ Co * Ltd* 


Cape lslnasi Liberia 


‘arried or Tingle 


Uncarriod. 


lace of Death..Harper , Cape I*alaas , Liberia 


W*A 


Date of Death*•»«*•••*#** ay :nd, 1926* 


(Signed) JGHK l* HOWARD 


conoid for the cjubt of :xa nruan> 9 n 





Copy 

Received Hay £5th. 19S6 



Entered K. S* H» 


REPUBLIC 0? LIBERIA 


CERTIFICATE OF DEATH. 


Coroner'a Office 
Harper, Hay 11th, 1926 


THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAI I, John ff. Howard, Coroner in and for 
the County of Maryland, and Republic of Liberia, have viewed the 


body of Albert Leenard Edwards, found then and there lying dead, 
that I have held an inquest upon said body, and that the verdict 
of the jurors ia, that he came to his death by shooting himself 

I 

with an automatic pistol when in a deranged state of mind. I 

Mame of deceased, Albert Leonard Edwards; Age 30 yrB. 2mos. 2 days; 
nativity, British bom subject; Complextion, Fresh Face Thin; 
Occupation, Agent Messrs 17, D. Woodin & CO., Limited Cape Palmas, 
Liberia; Married or Single, Un-married; Place of Death, Harper, 

Cape palmao, Liberia; Date of Death; Tay second A. D» 1 1 jR6. 


Sgd. John Howard, 


CORONER FOR THE COUNTY OF MARYLAND. R»L 


L. S 


u 


ertitled copy of the original. 


B, £. llaseaquoi 
J&epartraental Cleric* 













conr 


aaoal-gQu &v Htth. 192 fi 


REPUBLIC OF LE5ELIA, 
!'i. :YLAHI COUETT. 


liyjisiTioi; of suiciys 



upon the oaths of million C. Cuaminga, Senior; Harold 
Fredericho, senior; John Herbert Bith; Lindlty . . 

illcr: Jc'-Ji C. Glass; John A* Frasier; Samuel Jock- 
aoiii i.ill*oa F* Delalnay; Janos D* Hardy; Jeremiah *>• 
Seott; r.aunuel Johnson; Jacob B. Pearson; Francis 0« 
Thorns; T hiiir R . • iMfli Joseph Baker • good and law* 
ful men of the said County* who, bains duly worn, 
odoording to law* to inquire on the part of the people 
of Kcpublic of Liberia, into ell the cireimatancoa 
attending the death of B&iti leto /. ,L<_dv>i rda, e jl d by 

m ■ si a v, o prodaoadf and in idwrt •e**** dpi 

v.Len and where the eald A.L.Ldwarda gome to hie death 
du say upon their oatha eforesaid that the oale a.l. 

dv-exde, on the night of the second of ' ey in the year 
of our Lord nineteen Hundred twontyelx, at the City 
of Harper* in the County aforeeoid* when in a doringed 
state of mind shot himself with cn sutomatle pistol* 
the bullet of the cartridge thereof* being extracted 
from the skull of a qualified practitioner and culy 
tcajed, ehowod a weight in lire of <5. Sim; exactly 
the else ef the bullet from one of the oartrideca 
found in the late / .L.Ldward*# room, iiaBcdititoly after 
a ni ft It nrtia examination bad been performed in the 
, remises: and* eo the Jurore eforeoaid, say that the 
said /.L.Hdwarde, did when in a deranged state of 
mind* kill himself in manner and form aforeoaid. 


In witness whereof the Jurors afore¬ 
said have to this verdiot cut their 
hands, on the 11th day of !;»y in 
the year of our lord nineteen Hun¬ 
dred twontyelx, being the date of 
this Inquisition at the place cfore¬ 
sold. 


S£d. tf.C. Caaaings 
Jo. ee 1 . hardy 


* Harold irederloks 


• Jeromioh L. fvoott 


J, Andrew rrarler 
John nerbort 3nith 
Lindley H. Hiller 


rgd* : iuel tv■ j uic: 

" illiua F. Delniney 

* Samuel Johnson 

• ’horane A* Howard 

" Jacob E. le arson 

" ; rancio 0, Thome 

n Joseph C. Baker. 


Certified copy of th 
;L.unn:uoi 


of 




DSPARflJ IfTAL CLTLtK. 










’KCLOSURS UO j IB HCBBOVIA UUSPATCH BO: 

1926 TO 1 


COPT 

Bl lit 1 u * d :av satlu 13£fl 
mitered K. X. L. 

nr.: iranc of libbkia, 

JiARSL/j® COUHTY. 

XEBlARASIQB 


E tt Tity m-vifflU pn that I, the undersigned, do hereby 
certify that since the preparation -m« filiw' of m 
report of the lost "ortem jcamlnatlon of ti» 
t fr.’-tx Jk .L. r.dvorda, which was performed at the re- 
oueat of the county Attorney for J'aryland County, 
actiiui on the beJialf of t . Government of Liberia, 
end in c njunotion of the wis .ee of the Coroner a* 
r / >« m i ounty and hit Jury, now holding lnqulcit- 
ion over the death of the eaid A.L.3dwerd» deceased, 

I have in their jreaonce weighs *he bullet extracted 
froia the ..oreua Selles Turetcae of the heed of the 
lfete hr Edwards, and fhlct undoubtedly entered by wf 
of the forehead tasuing and destroying pert of the 
rvrM irontslif MedleBue of the brain, then the 
rua inferior, then the . rtcrlor Carotin Interna, 
the Sinus Carvpxnoeus, the J'ervi optic 1 and the hypo** 
physio clande, and compared the weight of one of the 
bullets extracted from a cartridge found in the room 
Of the said A.L.ndrrrdo deeccied, and find then -o 
be identical to wit; g.SCsn in also — one being no 
larger then the other, and thereby confirming ng 
professional opinion thet the late EJ A.L.Edwar ds 
comitted suicide by shooting himself with his oM 
pistol, chile of uneoond mind. 


witness my hand tlie dote and ycror 
above written* 

, r , Ued H. Soline idenberger 

^UAUTZK It ylCAl HlACtlTIonr.R 

Sworn and subscribed to be¬ 
fore toe the undersigned oroner 
for - aryland County, at the 
Coronar *e Jury Rom# In the City 
of Harper County and Republic aforesaid. 
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of Harper County and fteputolle 
afore laid i this seventh day 

of 3lay A*D.I925* 


y k > 


■fit •••■*' 


Ja^^agarA 


OTROKSi; FGH MAftYLA'Ti CCTJUTY K.L* 
certified copy of the original 


K.S.’7Ur."A^UCI 

■Bepaxti cntal Clark. 


*ir > 


I 




-Vh’ . 4 t *» 
•; f , 1 ■ 


A 





savr. 


















COPY, 


THIS 13 ?G CERTIFY that K. SCHITSIDGSHBKGER 
v/hoae signature is subjoined to the document here¬ 
to attached is a duly qualified 'ledieal Practitioner 
residing in the City of Harper, Cape Palmas, Maryland 
Republic of Liberia, and that to his acts full 
faith and credit ought to be given in judicature 
and t here out- 


givz:: todsh lt hand 

and SISAL of the Depart¬ 
ment of State this 24th 
day of July A.B*1926, 

(Signed) EiiV/IH BARCLAY 


SuiCHE.'AHY 01’ STATE. 








Original Sc 3 

F.I.O, 

601-26-183 

GEL* 

Sir, 




*y 


DeathCert. 


Inqui s i t i on 

Declaration 


P.Ii.Report 
Sketch of head 


The Controlle 
Pension 


As requested in your letter 24956/0 S/lI m Effects of the 16th 
of June with regard to the late SDV/AKDS*Albert Leonard, formerly 
Lance Corporal,Lo, 115786,County of London Yeomanry, I have the 
honour to enclose herewith certificate a jbeyaxifgruil^Ttth as tc 
his death and the cause thereof and coroner's inquest 

*2* In view of the angle of the trackmcf the bullet it 
wou^d seem difficult to believe that Mr* Edwards did shoot him- 
self i an exhaustive enquiry seems to have been made and it is 
doubtful if any useful purpose could be served by not accepting 
the result of the Coroner's inquest* This is also the opinion 
of the Supervising Agent of Messrs. ;?,L*vroodin & Co* and of my 
French Colleague who is also a Doctor and has been here several 
years * 

*3. Messrs* TF.D. Woodin & Co* Ltd. have paid the funeral ex 
pensee which will not be claimed from the estate, 
r, I have etc. 

Issue Office, Bromyard Avenue, Acton, London, W* 3. 


£x±x% 

611-26-163 


Lear Mr* Morris, 

I am enclosing a letter addressed tc the Ministry of ten¬ 
sions for your information. Should you feel that any thing 
further or different be said will you please by good enough to 
let me have your views, as your knowledge is first hand. 

Please let me have one copy each of the original certifi¬ 
cates and a copy of the sketch which may be of interest to the 
Ministry. 

I do not know if J-i r* Edwards mother will continue tor re¬ 
ceive any pension or other gratuity but this may depend on the 
decision as to wftyiwiT cause of death* 

I cannot help feeling that no good purpose can be served 
by sending his mother copies of the details of the inquest, but 
would suggest that the second set of originals be sent to your 
Head Cffice for the information of the relatives should they 
wish for them* 

The Consular Certificate of Leath and a statement that 
the Doctor's report and details of the case 
have been transmitted to your Head Office may suffice* 

Yours sincerely 


R,B*Morris Esq. 






























f FILE No. >*S 


3 .Pt 

- iuj » w* 

/83 


■ V RJS 

BRii’n:; koatioj, 


MO.’fflOV Ui, WD3RIA. 


JuiA’ AL»iia6 




Your ^j«XXoncy, 

I iv-v* the lonour to acknowledge receipt 
Of your letter of ti^e &oth instant together with 
a copy of thu "lediOaJL j eport of the root ' orten 
r^amiantiDn of Dr i .. nchneldenberger relative to 
the death of \r a.L. i-d^ard©* 


r avail i^eelf of the opportunity to 


convey to Your [ xcelleney the uagurandt of ry 
hi ’heet cenaidentlon and respect. 


t 


1 have thv honour to he 


Your -xotllenoy*g 

hoot obedient servant* 



Ledger 


}:1& excellency 
The necretary of rt&tc 

of the Republic of Liberia* 
Dep&r tmont of • tatc» 


nomoviA. 










'Zv. it? 





714/D. 




Mr. Charge d'affaires. 


Replying to your dospatch No.49 of the 17th 


ultimo, requesting that you be supplied with a copy 


of the "medical report of the Post Mortem Examination" 
of Dr. H. Schooldenoerger relative to the death of Mr. 
A. L. Edwards, 1 have the honour by direction of the 
Secretary of State to forward you a copy of said re¬ 
port which has recently been furnished the Department 

by the Department of Justice of Liboria. 


I have the honour to bo, 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires, 


lour obedient servant 



His Britannic Majesty's Charge d'Affaires a.i., 


British legation, 
Monrovia. 
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BRITISH UXAVIOHV 

•, ^ -^v : 

WOHROYU, LIBERIA* 
JJLr 19,1-926 


— 4 , r _ „ 

ft 

VAv f 


I do rot find in the filou any reply 
•°,banog * letter of the /ttth of y*y 
asking for fcVi rrcapait of r \*h. :'4?;&rdt» 


» 


hi 3 passport lit required for the r* r - 
istration of hie death for no-nereet ^ouse, 

the pnef that he io a hritlch Subject. 


In :i^ oennsstion X Tould ash you to 
e 0ood eoohflji to instruct til your e^enio to 
# *5 ZTt t w:4y or* registered at thin dffice 
and -nair pa a Sports duly stepped to this 
offset* 


sf t2ie $**”P*rt this death 
uiia be registered ond a certified there- 

sent ,0 your a;ent here who will doubtless 
pay thu feec counting to 6/4* 


I here the honour to lx 
Sir 

Tour obedient Cemu 


Tl.3*tforris ^e u , f 
o/o u*J. oocin 


CAES 


4 Go * f .''.,td* f 


m. 



C * K *I c d^e t * 


Xne Ministry of ieneione reuueet that a 
Certificate be obSSined showing both the prl* 
ruary and secondary cause of death. Could you 
secure euoh a certificate from Br# K# i ehneiden- 
berger ? 






BRITISH XECATIl£T» 
U 0 HKOV 2 A» USBRIA* 


JULY 19,1926 


i^ur ixaeileriay, 

: have th^ honour to ravcrt to Hr 
3Diali^ouas f i:q , 4 j of the l th of Juno last 
ana to enquire if It hi » been found pocaiblo 
to secure a copy of the 1 Report of 

the -or. I ortc . c;aiiti nation" mt de by ir 3* i 

Schna ger in the oe^e of tee lute Hr 

AiL* dwards* 

te . jo inlotry of fusions rcquoot 
that bate pri ar w and secondary ^- se of 

death my he stated. 

I avail anyself of tee opportunity 
to convey to /our Excellency the ar.nurauce 
of ay highest Loneideratlon and rosicct. 

X have the honour to he 
Your Excellency f e 
loot obedient crv&nt, 

A", ;* *‘4 c , EEjrjfh flj * r r ; 

C*Ktledger* 


Hia .xcellenoy 

fb© Secretary of State 

of the Republic* of Liberia, 
jjepartasnt of state, 

IK&RCTXte 











-IGH 


An^pmmuni cation on this 
suhid^fciouid be Addressed to ft & 
following Identity 
N^Hber quoted :— 


F-I.O. Ref* (Identity) No, 

24956/OS/M. Bffeeta. 




PENSION ISSUE OFFICE 

(ministry of pensions), 
Bromyakd Avenue 
Acton, 

yr London, W.3. 

//5june, 19 26. 


Sir, 

Re:- Kdwards, Albert Leonard (deed.) 

Lance Corporal, U0.115786, County of 
London Yeo manry . _ 

ii m ip m ■ ■ ■ ■ i r ■ j—— ■Bt — i—— ir r — t~ -r — — i ■ t ■-■ ■ i i r i 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter Ho. £, dated 17th -lay, 1926, reporting the 
death of the above named pensioner on the 3rd May, 1926. 


I am to request that when you forward the leath 
Certificate, the primary and secondary cause of death may 
be stated, if not shown on the Death Certificate. 





Further, I am to add that any arrears of pension 
will be credited to the estate by this Office. As funeral 
expenses form the first charge against the Estate, ?/ill 
you please state by whom and out of whose money were the 
deceased's funeral expenses paid, and a certified copy 
of the bills should be forwarded. 


I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant 



for th 


e Controller. 


His Britannic Majesty's Consul General, 
British Consulate General, 
Monrovia, 

Liberia, 

Yest Africa. 









BO. 49 


BRITISH LEGATION, 


HOKROVIA, LIBERIA, 

juns iC|X926« 

- >> . -' *■ 

Your excellency, 

with reference to the st&to Depart* 
mnt *b Mote 539/D of the 31st ultimo rc lot ire 
to the death of Hr A.L* Edvards; I have the 
honour to request that 1 may be supplied with 
a copy of the '•medical report of the lost 
Mortem examination" mentioned in the "Declar¬ 
ation” made by Dr H* sehnei&enberger which 
fomed the third enoloeure in the note under 
reply. 

I avail my so If of the opportunity 
to convey to Your JXxoeXXenoy the assurance 
of my highest consideration and respect. 


I have the honour to be 
Your i^coelleney’s 
Host obedient Servant, 



His Excellency 

The secretary of State 

of the republic of Liberia, 
Department of State, 


"OlffiGVU. 







539/D. 


Slat, iny 19&6, 


Mr, Charge d*Affaires, 

Confirming Departments despatch lima her 494/D 
of the ISth instant, I have been instructed by the Sec¬ 
retary of State to forward you the enclosed copies of 
documents furnished by the Liberian Law Officers rela¬ 
tive to the reported death of Hr. A, L. Edwards at Capa 
Palmas, Maryland County, 




I have the honour to be, 


Mr- Gharg4 d 1 Affaires, 


Your obedient servant. 





His Britannic Majesty 1 ® Charg'd d f Affaires, 


British Legation 


Monrovia, 





# 



i AFRICA HOUSE. Kl HQB WAY, W C r 3. 


W. D. WOODIN & CO.. LIMITED 






Liberia. 


This letter refers to 
Department So .. 



His Britannic -lajesty's Consul General 
and Charge d'affaires, 

British Legation, 

Monrovia* 

Dear Sir, 


A* L* Edwards Deceased* 

'7e have the honour to return herewith with our thanks the 


copies of the following documents loaned us for perusal:- 
(a) Letter from State Department dated 3 l/5/<£ 
(bl Copy of Death Certificate 

(c) Inquisition of Suieide (copy} 

(d) Copy of death Certificate 


You will have noticed that in the text of the copy of 


the "INQUISITION OF SUICIDE" the name of Samuel Jackson appears, but 
not in the list of signatures, whereas in the list of signatures the 
wmo of Samuel .7* John is inserted, but not in the text* 


Should you be in possession of the copy of the medical 


report referred to in the second and third lines of the death certific¬ 
ate we would be greatly favoured if you oould let us have a copy to 


attach to copies of the above documents* Our reason is that 


it may give further details of the wound, i*e* surface position, 
presence or otherwise of powder burns, and a reason why a o*35 ®*® • 
bullet lodged in the skull* tfe notice, that no mention is made as 
to the finding of the firearm* 



Again expressing our thanks, 

7/e are. 

Yours faithfully, 
p. p. W* D* Woodin & Co* Ltd* 















BRITISH JJ3GATIC®| 

vohrovia, humiA. 
lltX 27,19*6. 


Dear m Torris, 

I heard with great regret of Hr Edward*a 
death and of the tragic circumstancca under which 
it took place# I have asked the Secretary of 
State to furnish me with such information ao 
he may receive from the local author!tlee and 
he has promised to do so. I will send you a copy 
of it on receipt. 

1 have also ached for a Liberian death 
certificate which is required for the Mnistry 
of Ienoione. You will no doubt wieh to have the 
death registered at this office as this leads to 
registration at some rest House. The fee lei 5/2 
and a certified copy of the registration also 
costs 5/2# 

Please have the passport transmitted 
to me for cancellation* It cannot be of any 
Interest to Ep Edward 'i family except perhaps 
the photograph which y^u night out cut and send 
hone. 

v»’t *» leaving by the G.5. i bine! on 
the 2lst June# ::r Ledger, consul at Madeira is 
coding to take my place until my return. 

ith kind regards tc Hre ircrrle and 

yourself. 


Yours nincorcly, 
















m/n . 


10th. Cay 1 


18 MAY 193? 


Kr. Charge d'Affaires, 

Replying to your dor.patch lumber 42 of yog- 
terdaj^s date mfoixiin^ the Secretary of State of the 
death of one I:r. A. I. Idv/arda, a British subject and 
Agent of 'ensrs Z. A. "'oofin t Jo.,It’., at C", e ?r.l- 
uas, am! requesting that you bo supplied ^ith 3uch 

1 

formation an ...ay he furnished 1 rj the local authorities 
at Capo paluas, X an directed to say that youxdospatch 
has been referred to tho lau officers of f -. - 
S 1 as soon as the roruired info - : ' I Lved, it 

"ariddied you without delay* 


I have tho honour to be. 
Hr. Charge d 1 Affaires, 

1 cui ajoli'lit servan1 1 



Tiritish Location, 
lonrovia. 













3BITISU UdAIlOK* 
mmiov za, uheru. 

MAY 17 1926. 

ir t 

X 2u*vc the honour to neloior:led;c -;he receipt 
uf your letter P.X.h. Hit#(Identity)Ho.24966/05/ 

K. Transfers of the 17 th ultimo relative to 
SDWA'JDS Albert Leonard, formerly 11L78C, Lance 
corporal* City of london Yeomanry* 

2* It would appear that ny dcopatoh iro.l of 
the 2nd 3 arch last forwarding the epooi&l 
Identification loro duly completed 3uui not 
reached you by the 17th ultimo* 

5. X have now learnt that r Sdwards oonaitted 
euioide on the 3rd instant mile temporarily 
insane. 1 will not fail to transmit to you a 
death certificate in due course• the forme 
enclosed in your letter under reply are 
returned herewith* 





the Controller 

Pension Iscue Office 
Bromyard /.venue 
Acton 

London w,3* 


I have the honour to be 
Sir 

Your obedient eervant* 


S0BEHTT8VAI LBONW 














BRITISH LEGATION 


MGimGVIA, LBIIPJA, 


l^Y 17 1326 


Your Excellency* 

I regret to have to inform Your 
Excellency that Mr A.L* Edwards* & British 
subject and agent of Messrs i.B, oodln £ Co*» 
Ltd• f wan found shot dead at capo Falxnae on 
the 3rd instant. According to & cable received 
this day it would appear that Ur Edwards com¬ 
mitted suicide while temporarily insane. 


2. I shall be grateful if Your 


ixceliency could supply me with such inform- 
ation respecting this fatality as may he 
furnished by the local authorities at capo 
Palmas* 



3. Hr Edwards was a ar pensioner 


and 1 require for tudit purposes a certificate 
cf hie death issued by the local authorities. 

I shall be grateful if Your Excellency could 
hare this furnished to me. This legation will 
pay for any fees which may be levied for such 
a document. 


I avail myself of the opportunity 


to convey to Your Excellency the assurance of 
my highest consideration and res rent. 


I have the honour to be 


Kis -.ixcellenoy 

The secretary of state 

of the Republic of Liberia 
Department of state * 
Monrovia 



fioeerr t. &v • l0qns& 


Your Excellency f s 
'lost obedient servant 


M 


—J 











inm 


•- 


Kef, No, ri. 



W. D. WOODIN 


LONDON ■ AFRICA HOUSE. K1KCJSWAY. W.C.32, 


& CO., L1M « aw»2 f 

SMi m < 


Telegraphic Address 
$haff£ll, T(Liw t " London 


Monrovia 


Liberia 


This Utter refers to 
Department . 




°fted£ fS^/ttca ^ 5 * h * 


19k 


Hie Britannic Kajesty'e Consul General 
and Charge'd’affaires, 
iSonrevia. 


Bear Sir, 


It is our painful duty to convey to you the following cable 
message received by us from Cape Palmas via Pabou under date of 14 th# inst* 
"EDUARDS A.L. SUICIDE TEMPORARY HISARE" 

Yours faithfully, 
p, p. U. D* 'Vo 0 din & Co. Limited. 













■rm Rtf. Nt* T. 4 


W. D. WOODIN & CO., LIMITED. 



i AFRICA HOUSE. KINGSWAY, W.e,2- 


TCLHQitAPHIC Aoimill 
ShAIPIli., Tbl*w/' Lombok. 


This Utter ref errs to 
Department No., .. 


H. B. Li. Consul General & Charge 
British Legation, 
Monrovia* 


Monrovia 


a 


sw 



Liberia 



m 1926 


Dear Sir* 


In reference to the verbal communication to you of the 
sad news received by us from our Provincial Agent, at present in 
Cape Palmas, we now beg to confirm the text of the repeated cable 
received from Cape Palmas, via Tabou. In order that you may be fully 
acquainted with the neoessary dates, this cable was dispatched from 
?abou on the 8th* inst., and received by us on the aqme day, being 
mutilated, a repeat was asked for on the 9 th* inst., and received by us 
at 16 p.ffi* on the 12 th* inst. She translation of the oable is as 
follows:— 

"A* L. Edwards found shot dead Hay 3 rd. Investigation now proceeding 
"Please inform Consul I will remain here E* D. Morris" 

Mr* A. L* Edwards was our Agent at Cape Palmas. 

As soon as we receive particulars we will advise you 
immediately. 


Yours faithfully, 
p. p. VF* D. 7/oodin & Co* Limited. 



Agent. 


















MMAY1825 





Vnu.-omm liirication on this 
ould be add rest'd lo 
following Identity 
T umber quoted 


P.LO. Ref* (Identity) No* 
,..S495.6/.Q£/.Lkffr.ansf e rs. 



PENSION ISSUE OFFICE 

(ministry of pensions), 
Bromyard A yen if, 
Acton, 

London, W.3. 


// April , 1926. 


Sir, 

re:- BEBARDS Albert Leonard, formerly 115786, 
Lance corporal, City of London Yeomanry, 
c/o. V/.D. Woodin and Company Limited, 

Cape Palmas, Liberia. 


I am directed by the Minister of pensions to 
refer to the communication addressed to you on 
4th November, 1924, a copy of which is enclosed, relative 
to the above mentioned case, and to Inform you that since 
the despatch of this communication, only one completed 
Life Certificate has heen received from the pensioner, 
thus resulting in the suspension of payment of pension 
to the pensioner's nominee in this country. 

I am to invite your special attention to the 
ultimate paragraph of the communication enclosed, and to 
point out that no further payment can he authorised Ly 
this Office until evidence of life of pensioner is 
receive d» 


In these circumstances, I am to forward 
herewith a further supply of Life Certificates for 
favour of transmission to the pensioner at his last known 
address and to request that you will be good enough to 
ensure the completion and return, via your consulate of 
the specimen marked "Immediate completion". 

Perhaps you will also inform the pensioner that 
pension left undrawn for more than four successive 
quarters is liable to forfeiture. 


I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 


for the 

s Britannic Majesty's Consul General 

British Consulate General, 

Monrovia, Liberia, 

ITiSSI AI’IilCA. 



roller. 








Copy. 




34956/OS/M/ 
Transfers. 


4 November* 19134, 


Re; EDWARDS, L.A., formerly Lance-Corporal, 

Sir, No.115786, County of London Yeomanry. 

I am directed to refer to the case of the above 
named pensioner, ir. respect of whom transfer documents 
are held by you, and to infarm you that after a stay in 
this country he is returning on the 7th instant to 
'.Test Africa where his address will be c/o. W.D.V/oodin 
& Go., Ltd., Cape Falmas, Liberia, West Africa. 

In accordance with his request payment during his 
absence will be made by this Office to his mother, and to 
this end a Life certificate completed by him each quarter 
will be required. He has, however, made representations 
that difficulties are likely to arise in connection with 
their correct attestation. 

As the provision of Life Certificates iB 
essential for purposes of payment to his mother, I am 
directed to forward the attached supply, tc request 
you to effect their completion on the dates quoted and 
to ensure their correct attestation by an eligible 
attestor prior to their return to this Department. In 
the event cf further difficulty in the matter of 
attestation the matter should be reported for further 
c ors iderat ion. 


I am. Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Sgd:) ? B. WRIGHT, 

for the Controller. 

His Britannic I'ajeBty t s consul General, 

Monrovia, 

Liberia. 







-*-r- 


# 












KO.l. 


BRITISH LEGATION 

UO’rROVIA, LIBERIA, 
1'arch 2, 1926. 






3lr, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 29th of January Hat P.I.C. Ref.(Iden¬ 
tity) 17o.24956/e.8./)i» relative to EDY.ARIT, Alhett Leonard, 
late l'o#116786» I,mice Coporal, City ojT J-ondon Yeorunry * 

2o I enclose herewith the Special Identification 
Form duly completed and regret the ch-lay which hao occurred 
in transmittine it* 



I have the honour to bo* 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

itwJ t_ v_ --■ ti 


the controller 

iension Issue Cilice, 
Brofiiyard Avenue* 
Acton, 


London, V*3* 







T 


♦ 


* 




communication on ihis 
subject should be addressed to 
and the following Identity 
NttraUr quoted:— 


P.LO« Ref, (Identity) No. 

. 



18 FEB 1924 'H< 

PENSION ISSUE OFFICE, 

(ministry of pensions), 

Brqmyakd Avenue, 

Acton, 

London, W.3. 


Transfers. 


d 


££Jt*. January, 19 £6 


* 


dir, 


:.e:- KD»(l_iDd albert Leonard, late i;o. 11578b, 
.,ance Corporal, pity of London Yeomanry. 

I am directed by the Minister of _ensions to 
invite your attention to the form of special identification 
relative to the above named pensioner forv/arded to you on 
the bOt.i September, 1925, ana to state that as the 
completed form has not yet been received in this office, it 
would be appreciated if you ;;ould kindly hasten its return. 

i am, dir, 

/our obedient servant. 




for 


the Controller. 


his Britannic ..uje sty’s Consul General, 
hritisn Consulate General, 

; onrovia, 

Liberia, 

Pest Africa* 





